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Introduction
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We live in a world where we must interact with hundreds if not thousands of thousands of people in our lifetimes. The enormity of the world doesn't allow us to recognize our role in the community, nation, and world. The individuality we hold is only one part of the greater responsibilities we each possess. As citizens of the United States we have an obligation to further the ideas put forth in the Constitution and Bill of Rights. While we may not necessarily agree with all components of government in its ideal or current form we are still responsible for the upkeep and improvement of modern society.
Over the next week you will examine what it means to be a citizen, and what it means to be a responsible contributing citizen in the community, nation, and world. Good Luck! 
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The Task
At the conclusion of this week you will: 
· Be able to clearly define citizenship and responsibility. 

· List attributes of a responsible citizen. 

· Distingish between a citizen of the community, nation, and world. 

· Evaluate the relative importance of citizenship in each of these areas; provide support and an argument for each. 

· Know what it takes to be a responsible citizen today. 
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The Process
1. Take the prior knowledge from our Civics Unit on Citizenship and apply it to becoming a responsible citizen. Brainstorm attributes and responsibilities needed to fulfill this role in each of the three categories: community, nation, and world. This should be done as a class or in small groups so you can get the input of several different individuals.

2. As a class decide among competing responsibilities. Consider the following components that can be used to judge what responsibilies are the most important: 

· Urgency 

· Relative Importance 

· Time Required 

· Resources Available 

· Competing Values and Interests 

· Alternative Solutions or Compromises 

3. Examine the on-line resources and consider the different areas. When looking at these documents make sure you identify what it is (i.e. opinion article, legal document, etc.) and who wrote it. Take good notes!

4. Develop a thesis statement around the idea of citizenship and responsibility. What are the considerations in being a U.S. citizen. We have all of these rights, but what do they mean? How do they apply to our lives? How must we respond to others with these same rights? What responsibilities do we have in regard to these rights?

5. Write a 2-page, 5-paragraph essay revolving around your thesis statement that utilizes the on-line resources and any physical resources found. 

6. Peer edit and make appropriate changes. Note to the Instructor: Peer editing can be a valuable activity, students can review each other's papers and make preliminary corrections for both grammar and content.
7. Outline the ideal responsibilities and characteristics of a citizen. Keep this for the final project. 
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Resources
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.aclu-il.org/history.html" ACLU History - The history of the American Civil Liberties Union.
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 HYPERLINK "http://newciv.org/worldtrans/sov/soccent.html" Social Contract with the U.S. Government - The unwritten contract we are all subject to as American Citizens.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.traveller.com/%7Ehrweb/legal/udhr.html" Universal Declaration of Human Rights - This United Nation documents outlines the fundamental rights a person has in the world.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.skypoint.com/members/dennyj/Values1st/citizenship.html" Citizenship (Patriotism) - A list of important attributes for citizenship by someone.
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 HYPERLINK "http://lcweb2.loc.gov:8080/const.html" The United States Constitution
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 HYPERLINK "http://lcweb2.loc.gov:8080/bor.html" Bill of Rights
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.primenet.com/%7Ejahred/rights.html" Rights: Civil or Inalienable - A right wing look at one's rights.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.alaska.net/%7Ewinter/citizen.html" Citizen Definition
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 HYPERLINK "http://fount.journalism.wisc.edu/cpn/sections/topics/youth/stories-studies/active_citizenship.html" Youth Citizenship Program - Creating opportunities for youth to gain positive citizenship qualities.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.frc.org/heritage/p_review/mar96/abuses.html" Big-Government Junkies - A look at where the responsibilities lie within the government and the communities.
[image: image14.png]



Evaluation
Assessment will be based on the essay and outline of the "ideal citizen." Essays will be graded upon a rubric that addresses level of critical thought, thoroughness, accuracy, and use of information. 
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Conclusion
This lesson was designed to have you, the student, look at what you need to do to become a responsible citizen of the community, nation, and world. The value of it lies in the ideas it makes you consider and think about. We all want to live in a safe and sane world, but it is up to individuals, such as yourself, to play their part in maintaining the peace and working towards the ideal society. 
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