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= Introduction: Even after getting settled, most migrants had strong
ties "back home" -- whether across the ocean or across the
Mason-Dixon line. Letters passed back and forth between those.
that left and those that stayed behind. The letters that survived
give insight into why people choose to migrate, why some stayed,
and why some returned.

= Directions: Read and analyze the letters and then answer these
questions:
a 1) What hints do these letters gi
factors? (Underdine in red) ..
2) In which letters do the families agree with the i
for leaving? Which families do not support the immig:
leave? Why?
3) Which letters show the strongest ties home? How are they staying
connected?
4) In which letters are the ties loosening? What are the "symptoms" of
loosening ties? What are the causes from their fal s' points of view?
5) What. about their mmigrant relatives: do famiies back home worry
about? What advice do they give their immigrant relatives?
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about immigrants personal “push”
"pull” factors? (Underiine in green)
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Yowknow how it was when yow were leavings and now things dont seenvto-get
better but rather worse: The trade and industry are stoppings peuticulewly now
when winter approaches. Our factory goes onvery badly . . . and yowknow, ny
dear ones; that there s a numerous family to-nowrishs so-there is enough to-think
of when one cannot earn: And what is the worst, there is no-place to-gos; for inthe
whole country it is the same; inv some localities still worse: Food has become much
dearer . . . Everything costy about 1/3 move than before: It is because invmany
localities hail has beaten the crops; invother localities they have rotted; inRussicr
oand Lithuaniovthere were strikes i many manors, and the crops were left inthe
field.

Jogef
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Nov. 17, 1906

Now everything is dear, fronv sedt and matches up to-the coat onyouwr shoulders
and the wagon of furewood at the market; cheap is only the life of the poor mans
because it is taker cway without question; without withesses; without cowrt.

Probably yow are longing there, dear brother, and sometumes sorrowful: T
anticipate that although such a great distance of lands and. secu sepurates yous

S v your thought yow visit your country, your relatives, and friends; yow
remember their radiont moments and the painful howrs, yow imagine the
circumstonces met long ago; your native country housewith ity stroow-roof and ity
dear inhabitanty seems lovely to-you; perhapseven the curved, ridge between the
fields or awnaked stone uponwthe stripped soil reminds yow sweetly of some mystery
ofthepast. . . .

Tomasy
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Poland
May 19, 1914

Invowr village they are making colonies a-new type of peasant farms and i€ is very
difficalt torlive: I was much better off before; because I had no-trouble about
pasture, but profited fronvthe commonpasture. ... But now everybody hashis own
piece of land i single lot, andeverybody pastures upor his ownlot; andas to-
me; yowknow that my whole property is agardens where I must live and plant,
and T have no-place to-pasture:

iy N
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Dear Son;

.. And now, deaur son; I dow'tknow why yow do-not answer my letter and prayers:
Perhaps something displeased yow in it; or perhaps somebody told yow false tales
again: But I beg yowonce more; whether she: [Stasias her daughter, who-also-went
to-America] is alive or not, infornme and appease my maternabheart... The third,
monthvhay begw aliready [since her depouture], and I dow'tknow what is going
on; because yow all abandoned, me and perhaps yow don’t even think how youw
that T may receive a fow words fronvyow. I wait for yowr letter as for the best things
because nobody comes to-me any more:

Mother
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May 19, 1913

I notonly do-not blame your [intention of] visiting America and becoming better
acquainted with it, that is with-the United States, but onthe contrary, I
encourageyow... Probably yowwill regret leaving-your drugyny sokole [friendly
sokolassoviations], but it seems to-me likely that theve are also-branches of the:

Ay to-the English language, certainly, since yoware there and have the:
opportunity to-learn; it is worthwhile to-profit by it; for everything yow leawn may
e usefil at anopportune moment. How glad I amthat my brother is adruly
sokol, for owr whole hope today ix in these “friendly associations.” I would beg you
alsorvery ecrnestly to-sends me your photograph ina sokols uniforny - for probably
yoware having yourselves photographed....

And mearwhide inour fatherland there are simply not hands enough to-work: Ins
recent times emigration hasever increased because of these different troubles:
Here invour country [Galicial as inthewholeempire; the disorder is terrible - the:
struggle of parties; our local parlicment dissolveds new elections; o new

governor.

Fogefar
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But it is really impossible! 1 cannot befieve that my mthrh:fuwﬂ‘:'}"mdicﬁ

fhis mother taught him. Tt is true that are. w mt-fy
ta.mﬁni?.fumuum;: o orastofoe yourfah. O, this would e

worse than
. ;-.rmun no ess disagreeable. T ear that you intend to Gecome an American
q-mp- the American army. Tt would mean the same as to renounce
‘Jf-tﬁnﬁd « eam as much as you can, leam as much as possible; in a word, profit
T from your stay there, ultﬁnlﬁ::-] 6ack to us, and don't ook, again at America. For
itis ot worth regretting.

® Jozefa
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A
w Introduction: Even after getting settled, most migrants had
strong ties with "home" -- whether across the ocean or across
the Mason-Dixon line. Letters passed back and forth between
those that left and those that stayed behind. The letters that
survived give insight into why some people choose to migrate,
why some stayed, and why some returned.

= Directions: Read the letters and then answer the questions:
= 1) What hints do these letters give about immigrants' personal

"push” factors? ...their "pull" factors?

2) How well has America lived up to their a(gectations? ‘What has
been a disappointment? What has turned out better than they
expected?
= 3)Is there such a thing as a "typical” immigrant experience? Why
or why not?

4) Which letters show the strongest ties home? How are they

staying connected? Where do you hear homesickness?

. 52 In which letters are the ties loosening? What are the "symptoms"

of loosening ties?

. g) Wh_?t advice do relatives in America send to their families back
ome?

IO "
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= DearlyBeloved Carents,

s 1 to tellyoutfie good news.  am safe and sound; thanf God. T eceived your etterom e 24th o te
e ey s sannsnsiacos o AL ek e Sie
Should Raveatfeast 80 ubles.SRewalTget ajof hereasa domestcor which et e pid  doftrs, 10.dolrs, 17
ollars amontfh. Iffe will b able tounderstand everything tat i aid, she willGe paiamore. If e were ferenow;
she would e geiting the same payas sfe does now worjng for the Germans... .

= Dearsister do e carefulon the strets [on te way]. Whien you arriveat Castle Garden teligrapli me. Stay in Castle
%wh{lmnﬂdﬁk‘mﬂ/h{»ywﬂt You it o g o potatoe utchng oy

= Whienyouare readyto leave, travefto Gremen. There, asteamship tickgt. In Torun, st onlyin the
o thétrain), Yot havea last 25 marks o ‘ﬁ'?mmdﬁn&’ M'Imw’!ni‘wg:z(
rain costs 13 mars 73 pfownig but ook Knoro Row wch it fo If sister does come e, 1 ave
‘madeup my mind to stay here 3o moreyears.

= Deararents, write meif Mary took my adidres,if shewillcome to me ornot, and when mysister willdepart. White
nea eeras soom as sl Yo can iveher some oney and e she et e, e bl e Back.fo T 1
hostuamlhip kg ad ot o sold o, 1 woul et fer e ut kol evecnsed me agreat dea
rousie. Ifyou do ot fave e money, then writeand I willsend a steamsfip tckst to Jacob fo er. 1fhe wanis 0
shecan comie now Gecause tis warmand the irip would e pleasant.

= DearSistertak careof yourselfand payattention towsiat I ave written.

= @estrogards tofatfierand motfer, tomy ssters and Grotfers to and vefatives, and'toallacquaintances. T
B o AN By A Bl e Sl A ot 5

comeornot.

d""""m -
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Tomywife, Toba,

Every Thursday there is a ship sail m Hamburg to New York, I wrote in the
hat Maier s 3 years o ,q..f'.v'i{"’mw al fave to el tom i :ﬁ.qﬁﬂaﬂm
Hamburg, You iave to hold on to that ticket with the mfmz':ﬁ. travel agency. When
you get off the train in Hamburg, a poficeman wil show you the way to the of
Everything from Hamburg to New York.is prepaid: Do not pay any more. And should You
fave to pay any way, then ask for a receipt Gecause in Hambuyy they are all 1066ers and
thieves. And iy dear; tafg fiom fiome the Kinds of things that do not spoil easiy.
Everything else you can get in Hamburg. Do what the others will do. And we will meet You
in Castle Ganden. AT we need to now is when the shtp sets sailfiom Hamburg. Even
though You may fiave a fiard time in Hamburg, You must manage someiow with the money
You have because T am not able to send You any more. Otherwise You will have to remain in
f‘umpq‘ﬁ.hﬂ Let my father take You to the train and send You off. I shall be grateful to
im. 3
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AN
Baiting Hollow,
February 16, 1891

Dear Wi,
I received your etter fealt, wihich T wish too  from the
;.,w.,r"’“'ﬁ...wf"m’mwu ot e s o
vellyou that 1 v done a5 you requested. 1 ...nm .%-Wn/
Vork on mmq’mm thh:,]’wil«ynﬂnt&uhm Later I will afso send you a
ttle money for the steansi ik  wall et ou we i gisered et
but the money I wil Mmllh through The steamship tickgt and the
-anyuy-xm-uhu—_an it
n—-ﬁ& Al probalbly amve fst Gédause the maney Aas to
overin mmtmw..ua-xﬁmmmkmup
Steamsfip ticket and the money, m@u{a—h;mm-muﬂfw
amything. You do nat need to take with you any fles, that i, any traveling bags
ﬁwcﬁtﬁu']:wthtvg.lfyw any bedding, then sellt. And now I remind you,
dearwife, that “eckme eryting fiom e st affice that 1 wil send to.yo, ew
Temain scGerand wist Gecanse hre are oyl dint espect the poperty af otfors
especially so in Poland.

s Join
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/® Cleveland,
January 4, 1891

u Mydearest Parents,

® It has been a long time already since You received a letter from me. I wanted
to send You some money but I still do not have any extra because I did not
work very much during the summertime. And now it is not going too well
either. I worked today 6ut I do not know if I will five through tomorrow. I
have to try to put some money aside in the event that there will be no work;
but I am unable to put aside much money. I make 8 dollars a week, but I
have to pay 3 1/2 dollars a week for room and board and you know fiow
much I have left. If T will work throughout the winter, then I will send You
some money for the trip, but not until spring. I cannot be without money
because one cannot tell how things will be like fere.

u August
1
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San Bernardino,
November 2, 1890
+.. This past 4 November, it was exar one year since I left home. On 4 December I
armed'::aNew York and on the lm(lﬁryead!eyd San Bernadino, 1 can tell You for sure that I
SRoURaVE P Pore 15 years Sarkier. T woukd RavE Do maUEh better for me, 3 thousand
tumes cause I am not able even to dest it to You, how I looked at first and how
different I1 now. I do hot want to write about &t because if I start I may never finish with
&, T would lie to ask the people at home Just this one question: why is R forbidden for a
Yaungmanto take a walk with 2 gil, o tak to her and ta become acquainted withher.  do
potqpnsder 2 sk, sndl dd notfiid € i e Gemors tobe s g sther Oy You the
ward and as a resul when of young man arrives here,
Re's Caled 3 “greaner,< andin Germany, "POIS of ‘RUSSIGn pig: ThE & the truth.
1do not mean to insult You, but it is especially true that in Your small towns within a half
hour everything is known all over and becomes gossip. And S0 When a young man from
there arrives hare, what kind of an impression does he make? FiFst, he cannot apen his
mouth because he does nat know the language. Then, when he gets together with people,
ha does not know how to behave and how to have a good time. S0 peaple make fun of .
1 canunderstand it because first, he is not able to talk, and then, he is not able to eat
cause he & not used to this kind of f00d . He aiso dges not know how to hold a knife or a
ork or a table napkin, And he does not know how to sing or raise a toast in company. At
hame we nly used to say, “Lehayim. * At home we only $ang zmires. And he doss now
Know Now 1o dance bacause 1 TSVE hever Seen anyone dance of pizy at home becauss
peoble wauld open their mouths i wondsr. They would nat go to the theater because ths,
), Was considered a sin. And as far as dress at home - one used to put on a shirt and a
fekfaroundone's neck and this wasall, Here, however, one has o have different dothes
Tor the summer and for the winter. The Same is true for women.
In our store, we also sell women's dresses and even underwear, And it may happenthat a
¥RR0 A hasta S2k o SO Young OF Some S Hngs or Whatever, e skoSal Rere,
UnderShirts, Shirts, collars, fine ties, packet watches, top hats and overcoats, Allthis the
young man was not acquainted with at home, So here he is shown everything like a small

chid, And \augh at hien. T am net teling this, God forbid,  WhenT
srvvedhee Tvad s uq ot Speak Engiah, but
now this s all alrea

2dy different. The only thing was that 1 ¢ould nok speak Endl
7




[image: image14.png]8 Nowdearszwagier, take withi you about two m&dz;-m. !'{yuu fiave them, for the trip, a
few ducks or roasted chickens, and about 2 loaves of brown bread because on the ocean liner

you will not be able to eat that which they will give to you, Also, take about 2 o

"
Tiomemade sausage = well smol pmvd and made with garfic and if you fife, t%a hi
sausage, then take the fresh. b?»ft. # szu Ay T

cook the smoked: but, it must. Red first of al
Gecause it would otherwise spoil on the steamship. Take a few hard chieeses, and when you
arrive in Bremen near the ocean, then buy for yourselves about 2 quarts of good vodka which
will be (ke medicine for you on the steamsfiip. On it you will not hiavean appm'yr
mﬁng.ﬁ’fﬁﬁuﬁuut one bottle of drops, but you can do all of that before you board the

You must fiurry as Fm'cﬁ(y as possile for tfie ocean (iner or the steamsfiip, so that you will
pick out for yourselves a good spot. A5 soon as you board the ocean liner, the first

down you will see shelves [ike footbridges on one side and'on the other side there are beds.
@ick out for yourselves the wz first beds near the steps on which you descend. Take the
lower berth, ?‘ﬁ‘  footbridge because on top all of the smells ﬁvzn‘un. that is, on the

fiighest bunks. Hurry quickly, take the straw mattresses from the floor if there are none on
the beds and put them on your bed; because near the end of the ocean finer it rocks the most.

| T
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o Philadslphia,
Apri(241891

® ... When you are travefing, Dear Daugfiter, do not buy yourself any arak for the trip, only
by yourself some dishes, a small pot and a small cup. When you arrive in Hamburg, agents
leyxmt-gwwqu you)nﬁmgfyouhuigﬁnothmlitmjun
that your tickets are aleady prepiid, ‘my mother paid.” If they will absolutely not yield,
 pay at the most 2 marfs. Asto the rest, do not let on what you have to amyone.
Whatever clothing you have, take with you, even your everyday shaw( ecause it will come
inﬁmf"{w u on the ocean finer. Thus, you wouldnot wear out the new one because you
will ne .':ﬁmxmmjmmmoﬂa:mw.waugmzywww
featherbed and not the pillows, then Gring the pillows with you.. . buy yourself a pair of
“shoes with buttons, if you have goodones, then do not by any. Do not worry aout money
Gecause I sent some for you to Xarpinska where the steamsfip ticket will be, this isin
Goliub, T sendyou 24 marks and you will have enough.
u  Now, Dear Daugfiter begin the journey with God, prepare yourselfwith confessions because
itisa horrible journey. You Ml;oﬁlummvt?mm[tﬁom(nﬁ[aqu but
do not be afraid of anything; afways Keep Godin your heart and God will guide you safefy
tome...

u Mother
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aps it will be possifile for us to see each othier at least once a year. However, it will e difficule
ot a question of [spending] those few dollars Gut rather it is that great homible ocean which

is frightful for us, because at the very thought of that water, death looms up before our eyes. I do not
(zmw ow to tell you what terror and misery we had suffered before we reached America. But now
Shat foar s areadyover Onfyweare Sl afaid to o duck tothe old country because,asof now, we
are getting along fairfy wellin America. A man does not ave to work as fard as hie did in the old
country; and fie can (ive better and eam more money iere than with you in the old country. Iwork in a
coalmine (.e.?)deep, Iwork very deep under the ground — several Fundied lofiec — from 7 in the
moming until 2, and sometimes 3 in the afternoon. 1 eam two dollars and ten cents. But the work_
that I do, well, if they would really let me work at it and not let me sit around, I could finish it in
fourhours t the most. It is the Kind of worf,that if you really ustle, then in five minates you can
ean 35 cents, and a cent is worth two kopieiek, But right now, during the winter, we do riot work.
every day; fiowever, from 1 March work will proceed at full peed.. So3f Gz and Antiony would
come in March, or at the beginning of Apni{ they will arrive at a good time because they will not have
to look around for work, In any even, they w,%wn 1jobif only they will want to work, Gut, 1
think that in a short time they will tire of Amenica because, if I feel lonesome, certainky they will be

lonesome too. 1 am not talking any of you into coming to America, nor am I praising America to you
because there are others wt?a ave h{};nnurm‘mq' tn America than they fx‘d’ ‘in the old country.

8 Joseph and Josephiine

) 2





Note: The letters follow on the nest several slides.








