
 Compare/Contrast the two major waves of 

 immigration to the United States 

 1810-1860 
1861-1920 



 



U.S. Immigration Animated Map Instructions 

  FIRST WAVE OF IMMIGRATION, 1810-1860: 

 1. Paste the blank map of the world into PowerPoint, Gimp or a paint program. In the bottom right corner, 
create a box where the map key will be; label it “Key - FIRST WAVE OF IMMIGRATION, 1810-1860” 

 2. Create three small boxes or slashes inside your key to represent Germany, Ireland and Great Britain. 

 3. Color the boxes and countries Germany, Ireland, and Great Britain the colors of your choice to mark where 
immigrants came from during the first wave. 

 4. Label the U.S. cities of New York City and Boston to mark where these immigrants settled. 

 5. Create and animate SEVERAL different lines, of the same color of the countries, with ship icons going from 
the colored European countries, across the Atlantic, to the Northeast coast of U.S. to mark immigrants’ 
journey to U.S. Animations can be done in PowerPoint or in Gimp and made into a GIF. 

 6. In PowerPoint you will create hyperlinks for each group of immigrants, connecting to other PowerPoint 
slides featuring information and historical images of the immigrants’ experiences coming to America. 

 

 SECOND WAVE OF IMMIGRATION, 1861-1920: 

 7. Create another box in the bottom left corner and label it “Key - Second Wave of Immigration (1861-1920).” 

 8. Create twelve small boxes or slashes inside your key. Color the following countries the colors of your 
choice to mark where the immigrants came from during the second wave: 

 Norway    Sweden 

 Russia     Poland 

 Austria     Greece 

 Italy     France 

 Spain     Portugal 

 Japan     China 

 9. Place a dot in pencil and label the U.S. city of San Francisco to mark where Asian immigrants settled. 

 10. Create and animate SEVERAL different lines, of the same color of the countries, with ship icons going 
across the Atlantic or Pacific to their destinations. (Remember: Asian immigrants mostly settled on the West 
Coast with the highest concentration in San Francisco).  Animations can be done in PowerPoint or in Gimp 
and made into a GIF. 

 11. In PowerPoint you will create hyperlinks for each group of immigrants, connecting to other PowerPoint 
slides featuring information and historical images of the immigrants’ experiences coming to America. 


