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ANCESTRY TREE RESEARCH PROJECT

INTRODUCTION: The United States of America is a nation full of immigrants. everyone in America, aside from Native Americans, is related to someone who immigrated here from another country, or is an immigrant themself. 
In order to find out about your family’s history, interview an adult member of your family (grandparents are great for this!) Ask them about where your family comes from. Answer the questions below.

PART I: Family History Interview Questions (if you are the first person to immigrate to the US in your family, answer the questions below about yourself):
1. What country were you (yourself) born in?
2. What country were your parents born in?
3. What country were your ancestors (grandparents/great grandparents, etc) born in?

4. Who was the first person in your family to come to America? 
5. How are you related to this person? Do you have any pictures of them? Does your parents/grandparents know any stories they can share?
6. When did they first arrive in the United States and what city did they go to? 
7. What job did they have?

8. Why did they come?
9.  How did they travel to the United States from their homeland?
10. Does your family have any special traditions or celebrations that were brought over?

11. Does your family speak any language besides English? 
If so, what language? 
If so, is it difficult to decide whether to speak English or your family’s native language at home?
PART II: RESEARCH: 

Once you know where your family came from, conduct research to find out if there were any important PUSH factors convincing people to leave that country IN THE YEAR THAT YOUR FAMILY MEMBER IMMIGRATED. Using the information from your interview and research, write a formal essay (one paragraph for each question) about how you and your family came to be in the United States. Your essay should answer the following questions (Note: If you cannot fully answer the questions below, be sure to discuss your findings to the interview questions in your essay, and I will adjust my grading accordingly):
1) Introduction. Who and what will you be writing about?

2) Did your ancestors immigrate in the First or Second Immigration wave? Or was it neither? Explain…
3) What were the PUSH factors that may have pushed your ancestor from that country? What was going on in your ancestor’s home country at that time? In other words, why did they leave? (You’ll need to do some research!)
4) What were the PULL factors that may have pulled them to the US? Why did they choose the US to move to?
5) Conclusion. Are you glad that you or your ancestors made this difficult migration to the United States? Why or why not?

ESSAY GRADING RUBRIC (Note: Your Ancestry Tree will be graded separately)
	
	Exceeds expectations

3 pts
	Meets expectations

2 pts
	Does not meet expectations 

(needs more evidence or discussion)

1 pt
	Absent from essay

No points can be awarded

	An adequate introduction explaining what you will be writing about
	
	
	
	

	Discussion of when you/ancestor came over and how this relates to Waves of immigration
	
	
	
	

	Adequate discussion of PUSH factors
	
	
	
	

	Adequate discussion of PULL factors
	
	
	
	

	Discussion of your thoughts/feelings about your family making this difficult trip.
	
	
	
	


