Appendix B: Amenca Becomes 2 World Power

Jomanal Enty # 2

Analvzmg a Polihezl Cartoon

Inbroducton:

Political cartoons have besn around for centuries. They were first designed to carry messages to those
who could not read. They forst appearad m the Unnted States m coloniz]l newspapers or as separate prinis
dizmbuied by bocksellers. Today, pelitical cartoons contain mch meore humoor

than they usad to. Political cartoons back then were more senous and very cnticzl of polifcal and
relizions events and leaders. Cartoomists uswally use symbols to portray messages in thew cartoons. For
example, the United States 13 often represanted as Uncle Sam, an eagle, the Statee of Liberty, ate.
Today. there are over two hundred political cartoonists that producs work on 2 daily basis for more than
1,700 newspapers across the counfry.

Feading a Polthical Cartoon

Editonal cartoons, or polifical cartoons, are editonals m picture form. They express the opimmon of the
ariist on a controversial 1ssue, using both fact and opimion. The artist designs them to get the reader’s
attention, offen b humor, and then 1o cause a reacton. Carfcomsts use many techmigques when drawing a
political cartoon. Thess techmgues include:

Carcatme - distorting a person’s features, but shll kesping that persom recognz=able.
Exampls: giving Bill Choton 2 ng nose, Boss Perot oz ears, etc.
Sterectypmgz - showing zll persons of ons moup as locking or actmgz the same.

Exampls: Teachers are offen shown as wearnng glasses down on the nose

ard harang a bun held together by 2 pencil.

Svmbaols - usmg a sign or olbject to stand for something elza.
Exampls: Uncle Sam for the 1.5, 2 bear for Eus=zia, etc.
Satre - pomfmg cut something wrong and ndiculing 1t
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Exagzerztion - oversmphasizing a sruation or portraying it as “bigger than life.”
Example: show a problem as a bottomless pit.
Labels - using wittten words to 1dentfy figures . 2 cartoon.

Anzlvrmg a3 Polmcal Cartoon:
Answer these questions when wiewing a political cartoon:

What facts are grven or mmphed?

Are zny svmobols used to add meaming to the cartoon”

If ¥ES, hist each svmbol and explain 1t moeaming.

Who, or what, do the characters 1in the cartoon reprasent”

Has the cartoomist nsad canncature or exaggeration 1 depicting any characters? Explam.
Dioes the cartoon have a caption? If YES, What meaning does the caphon give to the cartoon?
Whth what 1s5me 15 thas cartoon concerned?

W hat seemns to be the cartoonist’s pomst of view ocn this 135ue7

What other points of view can you suzgest on thas 15zue”
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After the United States had rescued them from thelr oppeession.
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the iMism that lec
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1 Iust'r&t!‘[mperlalk u vorld. Choose from
\ - - {
1. Annexation of Hawse ‘ ’
2. Forced modernizati ' , .
3. Annexation of the P [o'
-

5. Taking the Panama ‘ ) ,
6. The Open Door Pol . :

Your cartoon must i

1. Imperialism
2. Social Darwinis

Create a full-page p uf/‘ : ] summarizir s you chose aba oon Id have an all
encompassing visua e main e chosen sectia on should have a
written summary o Cco rtoon and the nave chosen to analyze (5-
8 sentences).

For further informa e: http://www.s '.i et.com/imperialism/toc.html




