Late 19th century Imperialism Handout

Rationale/Justification:“Destiny & Duty”

Destiny:  Frederick Jackson Turner (1861-1932) wrote "The Significance of the Frontier in American History" (1893), which argued that the nation's western frontier had promoted American democracy. Some American intellectuals expanded on Turner's thesis and argued that expansion overseas was the next great frontier that would help reinvigorate the nation and its political system. 

Duty:  The "Anglo-Saxon myth" was the dominant intellectual justification for American imperialism. This myth held that the Anglo-Saxons were the final result of cultural evolution. The United States, as the obvious seat of growing Anglo-Saxon power, had a duty to expand its influence throughout the world.
The two prevalent themes of American DESTINY and American DUTY were best summed up in the writings of Senator Albert J. Beveridge (1862-1927) of Indiana.  (…see speech)

Duty, part 2:

After the Civil War, the pace of American Christian missionary work around the globe, especially in Asia and Africa, increased dramatically. 

1. Soul saving and profit making went hand-in-hand.  For example, the founder of the Dole pineapple fortunes was the son of a missionary to the Sandwich Islands (Hawaii). Many other American businessmen learned about potential foreign markets from reports that missionaries brought back. 
2. Government protection and international agreements. The federal government had a long-standing policy of protecting the needs of its citizens in foreign lands. More American missionaries around the world meant more American citizens to protect from discrimination and attack, so the government was drawn into "entangling alliances" with other countries. 
3. A faith in the destiny of Christianity to conquer the world. 
But justifications aside, in actuality the CAUSE of U.S. imperialism was:


All economics 

1. Hawaii example –U.S. doesn’t try to take until sugar tariffs so high that business leaders form a coup to avoid tariff and make economic gains)

2. As America's economy surged, companies began building factories overseas

3. Needed to export goods to balance foreign debt

4. While most goods went to Europe and Canada, non-western markets were seen as important for future growth.

5. Social Darwinism:  If U.S. wanted to survive, it must expand

So, new foreign policy developed as guided by:

1. Greater influence in Latin America:  U.S. challenged Britain during a border dispute between Venezuela and British Guiana, promising it would use force to protect its interests.  A little twist on the Monroe Doctrine.
2. Alfred Thayer Mahan (1840-1914) was a naval strategist, historian, and leading advocate of a powerful American navy who influenced the thinking of Teddy Roosevelt and other government leaders. In his writings and speeches (Influence of Sea Power Upon History), Mahan stated: 
Surplus production requires commercial colonies 
Oceans should be highways, not barriers 
A powerful navy is essential for commerce
Need a canal linking Atlantic and Pacific
Spanish-American War 

Causes: 

1. Demands by Cubans for independence (Guantanamera!) Insurgents refusied partial autonomy offer & continued to fight for full freedom (Americans really sympathetic)

2. Yellow Press –incite public anger against Spanish and sympathy toward Cubans.  Hearst and Pulitzer’s sensationalized journals (“You furnish the pictures, I’ll furnish the war!”)

3. Economic woes:  heavy losses of American investment in Cuba caused by the guerrilla warfare against the Spanish.

4. Diplomatic/Economic: U.S. realized strategic importance of the island to Central America and a projected isthmian canal in Central America.

5. A growing sense of U.S. power in the affairs of the Western Hemisphere.  

6.  1898 Triggers:  intercepted De Lome letter –McKinley characterized as weak; then, the USS Maine mysteriously exploded in Havana port.  With Yellow Press inciting, American public demanded revenge.

Course: 

1. Quick & one-sided

2. Lots died of illness (bad canned meat) and disease (malaria)

3. Rough Riders –TR led this odd mixture of volunteers to fight ‘nobly and bravely’ up San Juan (Kettle) Hill. 

4. Two theaters of operation in Atlantic (Cuba) and Pacific (Philippines, the other main Spanish territory) –Dewey took Manila easily

Consequences:
1. Treaty of Paris (1898):
         Cuba free but under US “tutelage” with Platt Amendment in 1901

         US gets Puerto Rico & Guam (as indemnity)  & Philippines too (for $20 million)

2. US new world power

3. Pretty much end of Spanish Empire

4. Hawaii finally annexed in the aftermath

5. Caribbean secured for future canal construction 

6. Anti-imperialist movement formed:  mad b/c “non-Anglo” races coming in, immoral, entangled alliances, and labor competition. Twain, Carnegie, and Gompers big anti-imperialists. 

7. White Man’s Burden written by Kipling as a head’s up about the challenges of being a superior white colonizer.

8. TR, enjoying a rush of popularity from Rough Rider exploits, became vice president with McKinley's re-election in 1900. On September 5, 1901 he became president after McKinley was assassinated.

9. Finally, US kept Philippines as a colony, not independent (see McKinley speech).  

That led to American-Philippines War (aka Philippines Insurrection):   had been fighting Spanish for freedom since 1896, now fight U.S.  Aquinaldo continued to lead guerrilla fighting against US too.  LOTS Filipinos died.  Aquinaldo ultimately captured.

1. Independence for the Philippines delayed until 1946. 

2. Philippines served as a base for U.S. business and military interests in the Asia/Pacific  region.

3. Following the conclusion of major hostilities, the U.S. did its best to "Americanize" the Philippines by providing for the middle class, modernizing health, education, and other infrastructure.  The Philippines finally became an independent nation on July 4, 1946, following WW2.

