INDUS RIVER VALLEY -

Historians cannot understand the writings of the
people who settled in the Indus Valley. So, they
have not leamned much about these people. They
do know that they were farming along the river by
about 3200 B.C. They also know that the culture of
these people covered an area larger than either
Mesopotamia or Egypt.

About 2500 B.C., these people began building
their first cities. In Mesopotamia, cities were a
jumble of winding streets. In the Indus Valley,
however, the builders carefully planned their cities.
They made a grid of streets. They built an area
called a citadel that was easy to defend. All the
important buildings were here. They also had sys-
tems for carrying water and sewage.

The civilization of the Indus was peaceful.
Because the houses were mostly alike, scholars
think that the Indus culture did not have big dif-
ferences between social classes. Few weapons have
been found at the sites of these ancient cities. This
indicates that warfare was not common.

These early people left an important mark on
the region. Some religious objects include symbols
that became part of later Indian culture. Historians

1. WHAT DID PEOPLE DO FOR A LIVING?
2. NAME THE RIVER THAT IS THE FOCUS OF THIS DOCUMENT
3. WHY DON'T WE KNOW MORE ABOUT THE PEOPLE OF THIS REGION?

Around 1750 B.C., the cities began to show signs of
decline. The Indus Valley civilization collapsed
around 1500 B.C. No one knows the reason, but
there are three possibilities. The Indus River may
have changed its course. This would stop the good

~ effects of the yearly floods. The people may have

overworked the land. This would have left the soil
too poor to produce crops. Lastly, perhaps a group
of invaders defeated the Indus civilization.

4. NAME THE TWO CITIES FOUND IN THIS RIVER VALLEY

(SEE YOUR TEXT P. 171)

5. WHAT COUNTRY WOULD THESE TWO CITIES BE LOCATED IN TODAY?
6. LIST TWO POSSIBLE REASONS FOR THE DECLINE OF THIS CIVILIZATION.

(A)

(B),

7. WHY DO WE THINK THESE PEOPLE WERE NOT WAR-LIKE?
8. WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE GEOGRAPHIC REGION WHERE YOU FIND MESOPOTAMIA?

9. WHAT IS A MAJOR DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MESOPOTAMIA AND THE INDUS RIVER
VALLEY?
10. WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO A HAVE A SEWAGE SYSTEM?
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