The Canal Networks


Canals are inland waterways built by people. Rivers have been used as a way of moving goods for centuries.  However, not all rivers are suitable for large boats because they are either shallow or have too many twisting bends or rapids.

After 1750, as the population started to grow and factories began to develop, there was a need to move large amounts of heavy industrial goods.  Rivers often did not always flow in the direction where they were needed and the tolls on the new roads were very expensive.

Between 1759 and 1761 the first British canal was dug linking Worsley with Manchester, a distance of 10 miles.  The Duke of Bridgewater owned a coal mine in Worsley.  His men had to use pack horses to carry the coal into Manchester.  This was expensive and the price of coal was so high that few people could afford to use it.  The Duke employed James Brindley to build the canal.  The canal was a big success.  It cut the cost of transporting the coal.  This meant that the coal could be sold for less so that more people could buy it.  This in turn meant that more coal was being sold so the Duke of Bridgewater made even more money!  He also made more money by charging local factories who wanted to use his canal.
Source A: Britain’s canal network in 1800
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Why were canals better than roads?

[image: image2.wmf]
The 1790s were known as the ‘Canal Mania’ because so many people wanted to copy the Duke of Bridgwater’s idea and make a large profit.   Parliament gave permission for over fifty canals to be built. 

The canals built in the North and the Midlands were built to carry heavy industrial goods such as iron, timber, stone and bricks. These were very successful.  However, the canals built in South of England were not as successful because there was not enough heavy industry to use them.

By the 1830s  in there were over 4,000 miles (6,400km) of canals. However, by the 1840s the canal network had started to decline.  The much faster and cheaper railways had taken over.

Activities: The Canal Networks

1.  Why were businessmen looking for a cheaper way of moving heavy goods in the 1750s?   

2.   Copy out the statements that were the causes or reasons for the building of canals:


The growth of factories


The cost of moving goods on the new roads

          The success of the Duke of Bridgewater’s Canal


Local rivers were often too swallow for large boats


The new roads were cheap to use


Canal Mania


The introduction of the stagecoach


Increase in the need for coal


A horse carriage could only carry 2 tons


A packhorse could only carry 1/8 of a ton


Growth of the railways

3.   Choose two causes from your list and explain how they led to the growth of the canal

      Network.

4.  What effect did the building of the Worsley Canal have on the cost of coal in Manchester?

5.  How did this help the Duke of Bridgewater make more money? (Hint: demand)

6.  Look at source A. In which part of Britain could you find the most canals?

7.  Why did local business build a canal linking Sheffield with Doncaster and Hull?

8.  Read the following statements:


The Duke of Bridgewater rediscovered the idea of building canals from the Romans. 


The Duke of Bridgewater would never have been able to build his canal without the 

engineering skills of James Brindley.

Who do you think was the most important James Brindley or the Duke of Bridgewater?  Why?

Home Work
Research and write a small project on how canals were built.  Make sure you mention at least two of the following: lock gates,  aqueducts and tunnels.  Please include pictures and diagrams.
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