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Task

« Asa newly elected M.P. (Member of Parliament) in 1832 England, you have
been asked to analyze the effects of the "Industrial Revolution.” As with most
revolutions, it brings benefits to some and problems for others. In groups
(committees) of 3-4, you are asked to:

— 1. Write a bill. It must be very specific. Conditions addressed in your bill must
accurately represent England at the time. The bil, to be , should be
realistic for the period around 1832 For example, if you believe people work too
many hours, be very specific about how many hours they will be allowed to work.
As an MP, you are developing law, so bills should not say “should", but rather
S or st Your bil hould bé organzed as a numbered It of tree (o four
major points in complete sentences.

— Il Write a speech which you will deliver in front of Parliament. While a bill must
be specific, your speech can supply reasons and arguments for passage of your
bil. You should answer questions such as

wvm conditions in England specifically caused you to wite the bill?

. jieces of Parliamentary testimony (see Resources) can be referred toin your
speec 10 persuade other MPs to vote for your bill?

« Howill the bill benefit the people of England?

+ Howis yourbill realistic given the time and economy of England?
Howis the billin line with your party beliefs?

_ Wl Design a politicaliunlon paster In Support of your cause!

— IV. Participate in debates: In addition, a good MP participates in debating the
merits of bills both in committee and the general sessions.
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bill, speech and debate preparation should answer the following

concerns:

— VL.

1)What do we know about England, our position, and our task ?
2)What are important things we need to know to accomplish our tasks?
3)What are some places we can search for information?

4)What sorts of homes and furnishings did people of the time have?
5)What kind of meals did factory workers eat?

6)How muchmoney did various kinds of workers make?

7) What were working conditions (hours, days, safety) like, and how did they
compare to working conditions for agricuttural workers or people in other
countries at that time?

. Participate in Groups (Committees). The speaker (leader of the

group) will appoint tasks to each group member in order to divide up the
work responsibility. The ultimate goal is to complete all requirements of

this assignment and to unanimously agree upon a bill. This bill must be
written down!
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| Participate in House Sessions—Passage of your bill into law!
hen all of the committees have finished preparing, the Speaker (your

teacher) will convene a session of the House of Commons of Parliament.
Each group will:

1)Read their speech
2)Read their bill

3) Waive their posterisign around and convince Parliament to pass the bil
3)Defend their bill against questions from myself and the other committees
4)Request that their bill be passed into law. The whole class will vote.
Simple majority vote wins passage!





A Bill to [Complete the Title; Use MLA Rules for Capitalization]
Article I:
[Action statement in response to specific problems; DO NOT use “be it enacted” language.]
Article II:
[Definitions of “terms of art,” specific procedures, exceptions; may be written as sections A, B, etc.]
Article III:
The provisions of this bill shall take effect [immediately upon passage, a specified time period after passage, or on a specified date].
Article IV:
[Enforcing agency, almost always a FEDERAL Cabinet department or independent agency] shall be responsible for enforcing the provisions of this bill.  [Means of enforcement including penalties, special funding sources, etc.]
Article V:
All laws or portions of laws in conflict with this bill shall be null and void.
Respectfully submitted,

[sponsor’s name]
[Representative of _______________ (organization, state, upper or lower house, etc.)]
[image: image3.png]Select Committee

Hears public submissions

Recommends amenaments

Reports (o House expiaining recommendations

2™ Readng”

#4ain debate on principles of the bif as i emerged
from the seiect commstee

Committee of the Whole House
Detailed consideration by each clause or by part
Further smendments can be mace

IN-CLASSACTIVI
AMock Pariiament
on your proposed
Labor bills! We will not
follow all of the steps
listed here, but we wil have

3" Reaoing”

Final debate on whether biff shousd be passed in the
form emerging from committee of the whole House
1 readings of each of

your bills and critically debate ‘
their merits and weaknesses! You |t

are allowed to propose amendmenfs
10 other bills and to write down

Royal Assent
Gaovemar-General as sents to the bii becoming one
or more Acts of Paniament

amendments to your own. The revised
bill will then be submitted to me—

The Governor-General—for final
signature and approvall

Commencement

The Act(s) come into force on date(s) specified in
the Bl





