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How do 

you 

land 

this 

thing!
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Commercial Requirements

• Requirements--The commercial must:
• Include at least one visual of the invention. A picture, model, or something similar. The picture must 

be of the invention from that time period or close to it. If you choose the plow, do not show a plow 

from 1990. This visual must be large enough to show up on the camera!

• Include a description  of the invention. This should include:

• The name of the invention

• Who invented it with a short description of the person

• What the invention replaced

• What the invention does

• How the invention is better than what it replaced

• Have a slogan. A catchy saying to get people to buy it. Like ―Got Milk?‖ or ―Make 7-Up Yours.‖ Be as 

creative as possible. Do not use slogans that already exist and just replace one or two words.

• Be creative. The more pictures, color, and creativity the better. Props and dressing in costume would 

be two excellent ways to make your commercial more creative. 

• DO NOT just list your facts. This is a commercial; you want people to buy the product, not change the 

channel. This is very important: if your project is not in the form of a commercial, your grade will not 

be good. 

• DO NOT read off of a piece of paper you hold in your hand. Memorize your lines or use cue cards. 

The better you know the information, the better your grade will be.

• You will also need a written transcript of your commercial telling ALL of the things you will do in the 

commercial. This includes props you will use, the lines people will say, etc. This must be ready 

BEFORE you do your commercial.
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Invention Examples and 

Grading Rubric
• Examples of inventions and innovations:
• Steam engine

• The Bessemer Process

• Reaper

• Cotton gin

• Spinning jenny

• Steamboat

• Telegraph

• Telephone

• Spinning mule

• Pasteurization

• Locomotive

• Gatling gun

• Seed drill

• Smallpox vaccine

•

• Grade:

• Creativity 30 pts ______

• Visual 20 pts ______

• Description 30 pts ______

• Slogan 5 pts ______

• Transcript 15 pts ______

•

• Total 100pts ______

U. S. Patents Granted

1790s  276 patents issued.

1990s  1,119,220 patents issued. 
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Thomas Alva Edison

“Wizard of Menlo Park” 

Thomas Edison’s 

Inventions

• Perfected the 

light bulb and 

the use of 

electricity

• Phonograph

• Moving 

pictures
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The Light Bulb

The Phonograph (1877)
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The Ediphone or Dictaphone

The Motion Picture Camera
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Alexander Graham Bell

Telephone (1876)

Alternate Current

George Westinghouse
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Alternate Current

Westinghouse Lamp ad

The Wright Brothers

• 1903—Invent the first airplane!
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The Airplane

Wilbur Wright             Orville Wright

Kitty Hawk, NC – December 7, 1903

Warm Up!

What does this animated clip represent?

Why are workers be compared to robots with

interchangeable parts?
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The Assembly Line
• Develops during the 

later phase of the 
Industrial Revolution.

• Pioneered by Henry 
Ford, maker of the 
Model T.

• Assembly line—An 
efficient way of building 
goods that had the 
product moving past 
workers (usually on a 
conveyor belt) who 
then add 
interchangeable parts 
—machine parts made 
to a uniform size so 
they could be replaced 
in cars, weapons and 
other manufactured 
products

• More mind-numbing, 
repetitive work!

Model T Automobile

Henry Ford
I want to pay my workers so that they can 

afford my product!
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“Model T” Prices & Sales

Chaplin on the Assembly Line

• How is this film a satire about work 

on the assembly line?
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Let’s start our own assembly 

line in the classroom!

• Let me explain how!

Assembly Line Assignment:

• Directions: Read ―Henry Ford 

Changes the World, 1908‖ from 

eyewitnesstohistory.com.  Then, 

using the detailed descriptions from 

the readings, draw your own 

illustration of what the assembly line 

looked like and how it functioned!
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Research and complete a biographical PowerPoint of a 

famous inventor of the late 19th or early 20th Century!

• Inventor's Name ____________________________________________________

• Dates of Birth/ Date of Death ___________________________

• Describe the inventor's early life and education. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Describe the inventor's most important work and invention.

• ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

• List interesting information about the life of the inventor.

• ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Draw and color a large illustration of an important invention which your inventor created.  Label your illustration, 
describing how the invention works. Include a caption below your illustration, naming the invention and year it was 
created. 

• Then, draw a second illustration, depicting your ideas for  your own invention, following the same requirements as 
described above.

Possible Resources:

• http://www.inventorsmuseum.com/- Museum site 

• http://www.invent.org -Inventors' hall of fame

• http://www.princeton.edu- African-American 

Inventor's site

• http://www.si.edu/resource/faq/nmah/invent.htm the 

Smithsonian Institution site of American inventors

• http://www.zoomschool.com/inventors/-- use 1851-

1900 for inventors in that time period

http://www.inventorsmuseum.com/
http://www.invent.org/
http://www.invent.org/
http://www.princeton.edu/~mcbrown/display/faces.html
http://www.princeton.edu/~mcbrown/display/faces.html
http://www.si.edu/resource/faq/nmah/invent.htm
http://www.si.edu/resource/faq/nmah/invent.htm
http://www.zoomschool.com/inventors
http://www.zoomschool.com/inventors
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By: Mr. Cegielski
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New Business Culture

1. Laissez Faire  the ideology of the 
Industrial Age.

 Individual as a moral and economic 
ideal.

 Individuals should compete freely in 
the marketplace.

 The market was not man-made or 
invented. 

 No room for government in the 
market!

2. Social Darwinism

 British economist.
 Advocate of 

laissez-faire.
 Adapted Darwin’s 

ideas from the 
“Origin of Species” 
to humans.

 Notion of “Survival 
of the Fittest.”

Herbert Spencer
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2. Social Darwinism in 

America

William Graham Sumner
Folkways (1906)

$ Individuals must 
have absolute 
freedom to struggle, 
succeed or fail.

$ Therefore, state 
intervention to 
reward society and 
the economy is 
futile!

New Business Culture:
“The American Dream?”

3. Protestant (Puritan) “Work Ethic”
 Horatio Alger [100+ novels]

Is the idea of the “self-made man” a MYTH??



7/10/2009

19

The „Robber Barons‟ of the Past?

Robber baron is a term that revived in the 19th century in the United States as a reference to businessmen 

and bankers who dominated their respective industries and amassed huge personal fortunes, typically as a 

direct result of pursuing various anti-competitive or unfair business practices. The term may now be used in 

relation to any businessman or banker who is perceived to have used questionable business practices or 

scams in order to become powerful or wealthy (placing them in power of everything having controlled most 

business affairs.)
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New Type of Business 

Entities1. Pool
1887 Interstate Commerce Act

 Interstate Commerce 
Commission created.

2. Trust  John D. 
Rockefeller

 Standard Oil Co.

Rockefeller & Standard 

Oil Co.

John Davison Rockefeller (July 8, 1839 – May 23, 1937) was an American 

industrialist and philanthropist. Rockefeller revolutionized the petroleum 

industry and defined the structure of modern philanthropy. In 1870, he 

founded the Standard Oil Company and ran it until he officially retired in 1897.

Standard Oil was convicted in Federal Court of monopolistic practices and 

broken up in 1911. Rockefeller spent the last 40 years of his life in retirement. 

His fortune was mainly used to create the modern systematic approach of 

targeted philanthropy with foundations that had a major effect on medicine, 

education, and scientific research.
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New Type of Business Entities

2. Trust:
 Horizontal Integration  John D.

Rockefeller

 Vertical Integration:
o Gustavus Swift  Meat-packing
o Andrew Carnegie  U. S. Steel

Iron & Steel Production
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New Type of Business Entities

U. S. Corporate Mergers
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Summary:

Summary:
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Assess this writing 

prompt on Robber 

Barons:  

• The industrialists of the last quarter 

of the 19th c. were visionaries rather 

than ‘robber barons.’ Assess the 

validity of this statement.  
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Which thesis is BEST?  

Why? 

1. Industrialists like JD Rockefeller and A 

Carnegie did many good things and some 

bad things, but generally, they helped 

American become great.

2. Men such as JD Rockefeller and A 

Carnegie should have shared their money 

with more people, including their workers.

3. The trusts created by Rockefeller and 

Carnegie made America competitive 

internationally, but they exploited their 

workers and the American public.  

New Financial 

Businessman
The Broker:

 J. Pierpont Morgan

John Pierpont Morgan (April 17, 1837 – March 31, 

1913) was an American financier, banker and art 

collector who dominated corporate finance and 

industrial consolidation during his time. In 1892 

Morgan arranged the merger of Edison General 

Electric and Thompson-Houston Electric Company 

to form General Electric. After financing the creation 

of the Federal Steel Company he merged the 

Carnegie Steel Company and several other steel 

and iron businesses to form the United States Steel 

Corporation in 1901.
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Wall Street – 1867 & 1900

The Reorganization of Work

Frederick W. Taylor
The Principles of 

Scientific Management
(1911)

Frederick Winslow Taylor

(20 March 1856–21 March 

1915), widely known as F. W. 

Taylor, was an American 

mechanical engineer who 

sought to improve industrial 

efficiency. He is regarded as 

the father of scientific 

management, and was one of 

the first management 

consultants.
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The Reorganization of Work

The Assembly Line

% of Billionaires in 1900
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% of Billionaires in 1918

The Protectors of Our 
Industries
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The „Bosses‟ of the 
Senate

Cornelius [“Commodore”] 

Vanderbilt

Can’t I do what I want with my money?
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• Cornelius Vanderbilt

(May 27, 1794 – January 

4, 1877), also known 

asThe Commodore or 

Commodore Vanderbilt, 

was an American

entrepreneur who built his 

wealth in shipping and 

railroads and was the 

patriarch of the Vanderbilt 

family.

Cornelius [“Commodore”] 

Vanderbilt

William Vanderbilt

$ The public be 
damned!

$ What do I care 
about the law?  
H’aint I got the 
power?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
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The Gospel of Wealth:
Religion in the Era of Industrialization

Russell H. Conwell

$ Wealth no longer 
looked upon as 
bad.

$ Viewed as a sign 
of God’s approval.

$ Christian duty to 
accumulate wealth.

$ Should not help 
the poor.
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“On Wealth”

Andrew Carnegie

$ The Anglo-Saxon race 
is superior.

$ “Gospel of Wealth” 
(1901).

$ Inequality is inevitable 
and good.

$ Wealthy should act as 
“trustees” for their 
“poorer brethren.”
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Regulating the Trusts

1877  Munn. v. IL

1886  Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific 
Railroad Company v. IL

1890  Sherman Antitrust Act
 in “restraint of trade”

 “rule of reason” loophole

1895  US v. E. C. Knight Co.

Relative Share of World 

Manufacturing
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Modern „Robber 

Barons‟??

Industrialists Assignment:

• During the Industrial Age, Big Businessmen 

amasses a great deal of wealth and power.  You will 

examine the lives of one of the following:

Andrew Carnegie, 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, 

JP Morgan

John D. Rockefeller

• 1) Complete the accompanying research 

sheet by gathering information from your 

textbook or the Internet

• 2) Draw a political cartoon, criticizing this 

Industrialist in some way. Include a caption 

underneath.

JP Morgan

John D. 

Rockefeller

Cornelius 

Vanderbilt

Andrew 

Carnegie
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Case Study Research Sheet
• Directions: Find three resources and research information on your individual to complete the column labeled ―data‖. In the column titled ―source‖ recorded 

the title of the resource, author, and copyright date. Circle the name of the individual you are studying:

– Andrew Carnegie, Cornelius Vanderbilt, JP Morgan, John D. Rockefeller

– Excellent Place to Start: http://muson.info/Homepage_files/It's%20Good%20to%20be%20Rich.htm



7/10/2009

36

• Division of the Classes

• The Factory System

• Labor Unrest, Unions, and Reform

• Socialism

• Overpopulation

• Urbanization

• Spread of diseases and concern for 

sanitation

• Pollution

• Spread of industrialization throughout

Europe.
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Population Boom

Overcrowding
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Concern for Disease and Sanitation

Pollution
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Shares in World Trade:

Leading European 

Nations
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Review these terms, your packets, and your notes for our upcoming test!
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http://www.mtholyoke.edu/courses/rschwart/ind
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) “The Peel Web: A Web of English History.”

http://dspace.dial.pipex.com/mbloy/c-

eight/primary.htm


