[image: image1.png]Analyze the graph “Age of Influence” on the following page. Consider the
article you read as well as our class discussion during the fishbowl activity. Write a letter
to your congressperson expressing your feelings about how and to what degree they
should be involved in regulating federal lobbying practices. (To verify the correct
lawmakers and obtain their contact information, consult http://www.congress.org/.)

1) To what degree do you think lobbyists should be allowedto influence federal lawmakers?
2) What do think of the measures proposed by current lawmakers to curb corruption?

3) Which, i any, would you urge your representative and senators to support and why?

4) What additional measures would you suggest that your legislators propose to help curb

corruption?
5) What, if any, punishment should be awarded to lawrnakers who are found to have participatedin
corrupt practices (such s accepting bribes)?

1) How is it possible to regulate an industry that is secretive by nature?
2) To what degree, if at all, is the publicaffected by lobbying practices, corrupt or
otherwise?

3) Should citizens monitor the practices of lobbying concerns that might affect them? If
so, how?

4)'should citizens try to stay informed about the individuals, companies and/or
organizations that donate money to politicians who represent them? Why or why not?
ettersIf desired, letters may be compiled and sent to the appropriate
representatives and senators.
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WELL FINANCED Lobbyts spent an
average of $176.7 millon per morth in
2004, the last year for which figures are
avalable. Since 1999, spending has
increased 46 percent, surpassing $2
billon annually.

REGISTERED L0gBYISTS The lotal
number of lobbylsts n the capitalis
unkniown — mary do not register, as
ules are unclear and penalfies are
slight. The number that are registered
has more than doubled n six years,
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