" ANARCHY AND LA4BOR. .
There is no disguising that throughout .
the Continent of Europe to-day is a day
of general dread. Every functionary
charged with the maintenance of order,
from a Minister of the Interior down to a
Sergeant of Police, will spend an anxious
and a fearful day, and will be very greatly
relieved if at night no murderous or riot-
ous excesges have ocourred in the diastriet |
for which ha is responsible. | |
Now why is this, and why chould if be
so! The answer to the first of these gues-
tions is obvious. May Day is the day that !
by common consent of the workingmen |
throughou’ Europe has been fixed upon |
28 the date for a demonstration of * or- |
ganiged labor” It is upon this day that
the workers for wages turn. out to *‘ show |
their power ” and to make demands upon
the community at large as a saparate class |
having interests of its own separable |
from and possibly bhostile to the interests
of the community. The demands are not
generslly specific, bubt consist in wvague
assertiong-of the right of labor to the prod-
uota of labor. Sometimes they are specific,
as in the case of the demand for an eight-
hour day, but in that case the demand is
addressed, not to anybody in particular,
but to the community in general, or to the
Government as the representative of that
community. Ifisnot the demand of the
majority upon the minority, for in -that -
case it would, in countries where universal
sufirage prevails, be granted, so faras laws
could grant it, without the necessity for
any demonstraiions, As a matter of faot,
in no country do the men who work with
their hands in factories for wages—the
class of ‘“ operatives’—constitute a major-
ity of the voters; and it is from fthis class
alone that the demands proceed. They are
thus demands made upon the majority by
the minority. They cannot be enforced by
numbers, for the numbers are not sufficient,
and they cannot be enforced by the volun-
tary consent of the majority, or there would
be no occasion for making them. They can
be enforced only by putting pressurs upon
the majerity, thatisto say, by intimida-
tion. This is really t.he only methed by
which a lixmted clags c¢an eecure t'he
'fa.deptlon of .an. unpopular | mea.eure.
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Whenever Labor, m the reetncted sense

‘which labor agitators and labor politicians

mean, takes up this attitude toward so-
ciety, it arrays itself against eomety, and
society must in self-defense array itself
against labor. Of course, to eay this is not
to discountenance peaceable agitation, to
any possible degree, for any ends that to
Labor may seemidesirable. Any attempt to
persuade or to convince the community
that any class has grievances which the
community shonld and can redress is the
right of that colass, and a denial of it is
tyranny; but any attempt to frighten the

{ community into doing what & class re-

quires to be done is an attaclk upon order
and civilization,

There cannot be much question that it is
to this latiter category that the demonstra-
tions of May Day belong, The coincidence

in time between the preparations of Labor
for its annual demonstration and the out-

breaks of Anarchism in several countries is
not accidental. The leaders of Labor do
not take pains to  dissociate themselves
from the Anarchists, to disclaim any sym-

pathy with their methods or C any participa-

tion in their aims. Their feﬂure to do this
shows that they regard RavaoHOL and his
accomplices as co-workers, whose laborsin
intimidating the community and the rep-
resentatives of the law are adapted to
strengthening their own cause and secur-
ing the enforcement of their own demands.
They thus become partakers of the crimes
of the Anarchists, and their demonstrations '
to-day take on the character of acts of war
against society. They cannotf divest them- |
selves of this character except by disavow-.!
ing and by giving up to justice men who
adopt murderous and riotous methods of
promoting the cause.of Labor, Until they
do this, every officer charged with the
maintenance of order is not only author |
ized but compelled to watoh their demon-
strations with hostile vigilance.

In this country things have by no means-
got to such 2 pass. Except in the excite-
ment of a: strike no labor agitator coun-
tenances or connives at criminal methods
of agitation. We do not breed Anarchists,
but import the few we have, and their
preaching does not make converts of Amer-
ican workingmen. When these Anarchists
translated their preaching into practice
and were hanged for it, they found nomore

sympathy among the leaders or the
followers of Organized Labor than
they found among any other class

of the community. It hehooves the
members of labor orgenizations in this
country to ‘kkeep their canse as free as it
has been kept thus far of complicity with
crime. If they oncefell underthesuspicion
the European labor leaders have incurred,
ths congequences to them and their causs,
in a country where it is a man’s own fault
if he cannot make an honest living, would
be very disastirous.
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