Trail of Tears Internet Worksheet
Directions:  Go to the various Internet sites listed at the top of each section.  Read through the information first, and the complete the questions on looseleaf.

Use the following site: http://www.ngeorgia.com/history/nghisttt.html
1.  Exactly how much did the population of Georgia grow from 1790 to 1830?

2.  What was causing this boom in population?

3.  What act made it legal to remove Indians from the land?

4.  How did President Andrew Jackson justify this removal? Found in 3rd paragraph of the following site:  http://www.yvwiiusdinvnohii.net/articles/princes.html
Go back to : http://www.ngeorgia.com/history/nghisttt.html to answer #5
5.  What did John Marshall rule in the Supreme Court Case Worcester vs. Georgia?

Use the following site to answer #6: http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/118trail/118locate1.htm
6.   Even after ceding, or yielding, millions of acres of their territory through a succession of treaties with the British and then the U.S. government, the Cherokees in the 1820s still occupied parts of the homelands they had lived in for hundreds of years. What modern states are included within the boundaries of the Cherokee Nation?

Use the following site to answer #s7-8.  http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/118trail/118facts1.htm
7. In what ways did the Cherokees adopt aspects of white culture? What did they do to protect Cherokee culture? 

8. What did Major Ridge and John Ross have in common? What were their plans for the Cherokee Nation? Do you think these changes would protect the tribe's land? Why or why not? 

Use the following site to answer #9-11:  http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/118trail/118facts2.htm
9. Based on the quotations from Chief Womankiller and Major Ridge, how did the Cherokee feel about their land? Why did the majority of the Cherokees oppose the treaty? 

10. What points does Major Ridge make in his speech to the tribal council? Why was Ridge in favor of the treaty? Do you think he makes a persuasive case for approval? 

11. Why was the Treaty of New Echota so widely criticized? The U.S. Constitution required that the treaty be ratified by the U.S. Senate. Under the Cherokee Constitution, treaties had to be approved by the Cherokee National Council. Did this occur with the treaty of 1835? Do you think the U.S. government had the right to enforce this treaty? 

Use the following site to answer #s12-14:  http://www.ngeorgia.com/history/nghisttt.html
12.  How many Cherokee died as part of their removal from Georgia?

13.  Briefly explain the legend of the Cherokee Rose.
14.  Read the poem  "The Neverending Trail" found near the bottom of the page.  Summarize/describe some of the conditions that the Cherokee faced along the trail.  Summarize/describe the author’s attitude towards Jackson – give an example that demonstrates this attitude.

Use the following site to answer #s15-17: http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/118trail/118facts3.htm
15. What is the tone of General Scott's message to the Cherokees? Would you have tried to resist the removals after hearing Scott's message? 

16. What happened to the Cherokee between May and October of 1838? What was life like for the Cherokee during that period? 

17. With little time to plan and prepare, 17,000 Cherokee with their possessions, horses, and wagons moved from their homelands to Oklahoma. This type of mass migration was unprecented in the early 19th century. What sort of arrangements would be needed to prepare for and carry out such a mass movement of people?

18. What do you think would have been the worst part of the entire removal process? 

Extra Credit: Using the following quote to help form an answer to question #19 below.

“Hollywood has left the impression that the great Indian wars came in the Old West during the late 1800's, a period that many think of simplistically as the "cowboy and Indian" days. But in fact that was a "mopping up" effort. By that time the Indians were nearly finished, their subjugation complete, their numbers decimated. The killing, enslavement, and land theft had begun with the arrival of the Europeans. But it may have reached its nadir(peak)  when it became federal policy under President (Andrew) Jackson.”
19.  As you know, the removal of many Native American groups began as soon as the Europeans began to colonize the Americas.  Why do you think that history books and the media tend to concentrate more on the resistance and removal efforts in the West during the later portion of the 1800’s rather than when the United States was a relatively new nation?  

