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Korematsu v. United States (1944)

Why It Matters The main issue in this case s gencies, such as war, may sometimes justify
swhether the government has the right to  limiting the hts of a single racial
limit the civil ights of ertain Americans  group. The Court noted, however, that
during national emergencies. As the United fed to restrict civil rights because of
States deals with the threat of terrorism, this

aquestion arises again today:

nd During World War I the
tes government forced thousands

of Japancse and Japancse Americans to
move to internment camps. The govern-
ment fearcd that people of Japanese ancestry

ight help Japan attack the West Coast.

Toyosaburo Korematsu [KOR-ch- MAHT-
5001, a native-born American citizen,
refused to leave his home and go to the
camps. He was arrested, charged with failure
o report for relocation, and was convicted
in federal district court, After losing in the
Court of Appeals, he appealed to the United
States Supreme Court.

2. Why isthis case reevant asthe United States
struggles with the threat of terrorism?
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Japanese-American citizen of the U.S. during the

height of World War 11. Was this justified? We will
complete several background activities to

and then hold our first nﬁck co al of the yeas

| 4 Fred Korematsu
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challenge thelideatof citizenship?

Opening Note: In order to hold a mock Supreme Court trial on such an
important legal case, ALL OF YOU must become experts on the legal
details of the case first!

(GORls—Complete these tasks today frofyour packet by working
quietly and very hard:

1) *Background summary and Questions” (P. 4-6)

2) “Vocabulary” (You maywant to use anonline dictionary for this!). P. g-
10

3) “Background Summary and Questions” (p.11)

4)“Key Excerpts from the Majority Opinion” (p.13-15)

5) “Excerpts from the Dissefiting Opinion’ (p. 16-18)

6) “Classifying Arguments” (19-20)

7) Read Exccutive Order NO. 9066 and answer “Working with Primary
Documents: Executive Order go66 (p. 21-23)

8)“A QuestionofLoyalty” (p.24)





[image: image5.png]Korematsu v. Uniced States.

Al Packed Up and Ready 1o Go

(Cartoon provided courtesy of the Virual Museum of San Francisc, at v simuseum o1
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Goal: To understand the powers of the President, as
guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution, and how far that
power should extend during wartime.
Assignments—DueToday(or else):

1) “Presidential Powers in Wartime—Activty 1" (p. 29~
31

2) “Should the president have this much power during
wartime?” (p. 32-33)

3) “Questionsabout Presidential Power in Wartime”
(p-34,37)

4) Cartoon Analysis (p. 40)
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Requirements:

* Everyone:Reread through your materials on the Korematsu case.

* Judges: Youmust master court trial procedure and direct every stepof the tril! Youare in charge!
Inaddition, if an attorney cries ‘objection!” you must decide to*sustained” (agree with the
objection) or “overruled” (disagreewith the objection). Preparea two-column chart, one column
with1o fact-based questions for the defense, the other column witho fact-based questionsfor the
prosecution. Which ever side ansiers your questions best the trial, should win the case.

* Prosecution Team: Prepare opening statement, 10 good arguments with evidence, fact-based
questionsfor witnesses, closing statement.

* Defense Team: Prepare opening statement, 10 good arguments with evidence, fact-based questions
forwitnesses, closing statement.

* Witnesses: Become a master of your rolein the tril. If you are Korematsu, you must KNOW him
andhow hewouldrespond to questions. You must provide factual answers! Developo factsabout
how Korematsufeelsand why, especially concerning hisown defense.

* Jury: Review the grading rubric for the court trial, Preparea two-column chart, one column with 10
fact-basedarguments for the defense, the other column with 1o fact-based argumentsfor the
prosecution. Youshould expect to see some of the these arguments presented during the trial. You
will unanimously reach averdict towards the end of the trial.
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1. Calling of Case by Bailif: "All rise. The Court of is now in
session. Honorable Judge presiding.

2. Opening Statement: First the prosecutor (criminal case) or plaintiffs attorney (civil
case), then the defendant's attorey, explain what their evidence will be and what they
will try to prove.

3. Prosecution's or Plaintiffs Case: Witnesses are called to testiy (direct
examination) and other physical evidence is introduced. Each witness called is
cross-examined '(questioned so as to break down the story or be discredited) by the
defense.

4. Defendant's Case: Same as the third step except that defense calls witnesses for
direct examination; cross-examination by prosecution/plaintif.

5. Closing Statement: An attormey for each side reviews the evidence presented and
asks for a decision in his/her favor.

6. Jury Instructions (Jury Trials Only): The Judge explains to the jury appropriate rules
of law that it is to consider in weighing the evidence. As a general rule, the
prosecttion (or the plaintiffin a civil case) must meet the burden of proof in order to
prevail. In a criminal case this burden is very high. In order for the accused? Are some
parts of the trial more important than others? Would you trust a jury of your peers to
determine your guilt or innocence? Students should also explore their reactions to
playing attoreys, witnesses, jurors, and the judge. What roles do each play in the trial
process?
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[image: image12.png]WarmrUp--Extension
Assignments to'Korematsu Case:

Complete the following:

1) “Cases from the Waron
Terrorism” p. 47-50

2) Rumsfeld V. Padilla p. @
51-54
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