
Beginnings of Slavery

• Disease, mistreatment took toll on 

native population

• Some appalled at treatment

• One reformer, Bartolomé de Las 

Casas recommended replacing Native 

Americans as laborers with imported 

African slaves

• Slave labor soon became common 

practice in Americas

Life in the Spanish Empire

• With Mexico, Peru, Spain gained 

control of huge empire in Americas

• Spanish king chose officials, viceroys,

to govern American holdings 

• Spanish colonial economy based on 

gold, silver mining, farming

• Spanish drafted Native Americans for 

labor in mines, on farms



Father Bartolomé de Las Casas

New Laws --> 1542



Read this!

Why did the

Spaniards

abuse the

Natives?

Why does

Las Casas

want to 

report this?






