Twenty Flash Card Questions:  Latin America

1.  What is the pampas?  What country is the pampas in?

ANSWER:  The pampas is a grassland in southeastern South America, mainly in Argentina and Uruguay.

2.  What is the llanos?  What country is the llanos in?

ANSWER:  The llanos is a grassland in Columbia.

3.  What four islands make up the Greater Antilles?

ANSWER:  The four islands that make up the Greater Antilles are Jamaica, Cuba, Hispaniola, and Puerto Rico.

4.  What is the name of the mountain range that runs down Latin America?

ANSWER:  The Andes Mountains.

5.  What native civilization made Machu Picchu and where is it?

ANSWER:  The Inca.  In Peru in the Andes Mountains.

6.  What two countries have large reserves of oil in Latin America?

ANSWER:  Venezuela and Mexico.  Ecuador also has oil.

7.  What is a mestizo?

ANSWER:  A mestizo is a person of mixed Spanish and Native American blood who lives in Mexico.

8.  What is slash and burn farming?

ANSWER:  When people cut down trees in the Amazon and burn them to fertilize the soil.  After a few years they must move on because the soil becomes infertile.  This is a major cause of deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest.

9.  What language do they speak in Brazil?

ANSWER:  They speak Portuguese in Brazil because it was settled by the Portuguese.  

10.  What are the three major native groups of Latin America?

ANSWER:  The three major native groups is Latin America were the Inca, Aztec, and Maya.  The Inca lived in Peru and Chile.  The Aztec lived in Mexico, and the Maya lived in southern Mexico and Central America.

11.  What native civilization made Tikal?

ANSWER:  Tikal is in Guatemala and was made by the Maya.

12.  Where do most people live in Latin America?

ANSWER:  Most people in Latin America live in large cities on the coast.  The exception is Mexico City, which is in the center of Mexico and it was the ancient capital of the Aztec.

13.  What is the primary religion in Latin America?

ANSWER:  Most people in Latin America are Catholics.

14.  What is terraced farming and where would people practice it?

ANSWER:  Terraced farming is when people must cut flat areas in the sides of mountains to grow crops.  This is practiced in the Andes Mountains.

15.  What is a squatter city?

ANSWER:  A squatter city is a slum on the outskirts of a major city.  There is not enough water, sewage systems, or electricity.  

16.  What is out-migration?

ANSWER:  Out-migration is when more people leave an area than enter it.  Usually people are looking for jobs.  This is occurring in the Caribbean.

17.  Describe a cultural hearth in Latin America.

ANSWER:  A cultural hearth is a place with an innovative culture that influences cultures around it.  An example in Latin America is the Andes Mountains where the Inca are from.

18.  What is a gaucho?

ANSWER:  A gaucho is a cowboy in the pampas.

19.  What is a hacienda?

ANSWER:  A hacienda is a large plantation in Latin America.

20.  What is NAFTA?

ANSWER:  NAFTA is the North American Free Trade Agreement.  The members of NAFTA are the United States, Canada, and Mexico.  These three countries agreed to eliminate tariffs or taxes between their countries.  This has caused many maquiladoras or factories to open just south of the border in Mexico.

