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Jeffersonian 

America

1800-1816

Focus on the 

West

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://richmondthenandnow.com/Images/Famous-Visitors/Thomas-Jefferson-big.jpg&imgrefurl=http://richmondthenandnow.com/Famous-Visitors-Richmond-3.html&h=472&w=516&sz=160&tbnid=HxP-qbUOit8J:&tbnh=117&tbnw=128&hl=en&start=12&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dthomas%2Bjefferson%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DG
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Key Points of Jefferson Admin:

• “Revolution of 1800”: “We are

all Republicans, we are all Federalists.”

• Until masses could be educated, 

political rule entrusted to agrarian 

aristocracy.

• Domestic Problems:
Midnight judges & 

Burr Conspiracy: Essex Junto, Wilkinson

• Foreign Problems:

Conflict over neutral rights (Tripolitan War, 

Leopard-Chesapeake Affair, Embargo ) & 

Western demands for War w/Britain 
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Controversies of early Jefferson Admin.

Demographic

Context

• Yeoman farmers‟ settlement 

key to America‟s conquest 

of the continent

• Population center gradually shifting westward.

• Common folks craved land –their western migration is a more powerful 

force than soldiers in establishing sovereignty of U.S. over West.

• Propelling the surge West, the population doubled every 20 years until 

1860!
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Western Expansion Prior to 1800

Under the Articles of Confederation, 

states ceded western 

land claims, forming the 

Northwest Territory

& 

Southwest Territory

Western Expansion Prior to 1800 , 

cont.
•Indians of Trans-Appalachians: 

differ from eastern Indians

•British interference

•Peace medals and Violence
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Western Expansion Prior to 1800, 

cont.

“It appears to me…that the great 

Spirit is determined on our destruction.”

Joseph Brant: Mohawk, Loyalist, 
Freemason 

Chief Little Turtle led 

OH Confederacy (Miamis) 

Defeat at Battle of Fallen Timbers: 

Treaty of Greenville (1795)

Life under U.S. authority:  reduced 

homelands, drunkenness, economic 

despair, Quakers/ missionaries split 

community.

Louisiana 

Purchase
Prelude: Napoleon & 

Haiti

-Napoleon‟s vision

-Revolution!

-Impact on slaveholding

world: FEAR!

-Change of plans for  

Napoleon
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Louisiana Purchase

“There is on the globe one spot the possessor of 
which is our natural and habitual enemy. It is 
New Orleans, through which the produce of 
three-eighths of our territory must pass to market. 
The day that France takes possession of New 
Orleans...we must marry ourselves to the British 
fleet and nation.” ~T. Jefferson to 
ambassador

Prior to inauguration, Jefferson said, 

“The West was America’s future.”

LA 

Purchase
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Louisiana Purchase Effects

• Irrevocably turned nation‟s eyes westward

• Natural wealth

• New Orleans secured

• Doubled size, insured protection from foreign 

threats

• Insured emergence of U.S. as a world power

• Beginnings of the American continental empire

• Discovery expeditions…

ASSIGNMENT:

• Read and complete 

“Thomas Jefferson 

Instructs Robert 

Livingston (1802)” 

worksheet.
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Intro. to Lewis and Clark
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Louisiana Purchase: Lewis & Clark
Purpose:

1. Scientific intentions: botany, zoology, 

geology 

2. Economic objectives: connect to fur 

trade, China!

3. Indian diplomacy & documentation

Sacajawea

& two guys who would‟ve died

Indian princess myth continues…
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Lewis & Clark Effects

• No easy commercial route across continent.

• Reported to Congress that most Indians were anxious for 

allies against their expansionist neighbors (esp. the 

Sioux/Lakota) and for better trading connections.

• Set a pattern, establishing precedent for a strong 

government role in the development of the American 

West.

• Affirmed & facilitated 

desire for a westering 

nation.

Video Clip: Lewis & Clark (8 m.)

• Pay attention!!!  Your assignments follow!
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Assignment: For every place

name mentioned in this timeline, mark

the date on the accompanying map!
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Go to 

http://www.pbs.org/lewisandclark/arch

ive/idx_jou.html to find the journals!

http://www.pbs.org/lewisandclark/archive/idx_jou.html
http://www.pbs.org/lewisandclark/archive/idx_jou.html


7/10/2009

14

EXTENSION:

Video: Time Warp Trio Meets 

Lewis & Clark

• Your assignment: Using your historical knowledge, critically 
watch and evaluate whether this kid‟s cartoon got the facts 
correct about Lewis & Clark.  200-word response!
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The other expedition:

Zebulon Pike

• 1806 sent to 

explore the 

southwestern 

portion of LA 

Purchase

• “Great American 

Desert”

Oh, bless his heart…

1. Napoleonic Wars

Q 1806  Berlin Decrees [“Continental 
System”]

Q 1806  Britain issued the “Orders in 
Council.”

Q 1807  Milan Decrees

Q 1808-1811  Britain impressed over 
6,000 American
sailors.
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2. Chesapeake-Leopard “Affair”

Q June 21, 1807.

Q Br. Captain fired on 
the USS Chesapeake.

Q 3 dead, 18 wounded.

Q Br. Foreign Office 
said it was a mistake.

Q Jefferson’s Response:

 Forbade Br. ships to dock in American 
ports.

 Ordered state governors to call up as 
much as 100,000 militiamen.
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3. The Embargo Act (1807)
The “OGRABME” Turtle

Jefferson‟s Indian Policy

Peace, land purchases, and civilization (the education 

& Christianization of the friendly nations) were the 

principles of Jefferson’s Indian policy.  

His theory: If Indians became yeoman farmers, large 

tracts of Indian hunting & farming lands would be 

free for white settlers.

BUT at the same time...
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It‟s all about the yeoman farmer:

• In 1807, Thomas Jefferson instructed War Department that, 
should any Indians resist against the purchasing of Indian 
lands, the Indian resistance must be met with "the hatchet".
Jefferson continued, "And...if ever we are constrained to lift 
the hatchet against any tribe, " he wrote, "we will never lay it 
down till that tribe is exterminated, or is driven beyond the 
Mississippi." Jefferson continued, "in war, they will kill some 
of us; we shall destroy all of them". 

• In 1812, Jefferson said that American was obliged to push 
the backward Indians "with the beasts of the forests into the 
Stony [Rocky] Mountains". One year later Jefferson stated 
America must "pursue [the Indians] to extermination, or drive 
them to new seats beyond our reach". 

End of Jeffersonian America

Following war of 1812, Federalist Party 

died.

Now largely one-party rule by the D-R‟s

“Era of Good Feelings” (1814-1824)
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Presidential Election of 1808

James Madison Becomes President
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Dolly Madison:  The President’s Greatest Asset

4. The Non-Intercourse Act (1809)

Q Replaced the Embargo Act.

Q Remained U. S. policy until 1812.

Q Unexpected Consequences:

 N. Eng. was forced to become self-
sufficient again [old factories 
reopened].

 Laid the groundwork for US industrial 
power.

 Jefferson, a critic of an industrial 
America, ironically contributed to 
Hamilton’s view of the US!!!
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5.  Br. Instigation of Indians

British General Brock Meets with Tecumseh

Tecumseh and Battle of Tippecanoe 

Warm Up:
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Tecumseh & the Prophet

“Where today are the Pequot?  Where are 

the Narragansett, the Mohican, and many 

other once powerful tribes of our people?  

They have vanished before the avarice 

and oppression of the white man, as snow 

before a summer sun.”     ~Tecumseh

“Let the white man perish! They seize 

your land; they corrupt your women; they 

trample on the bones of your dead!  Back 

whence they came, upon a trail of blood, 

they must be driven back!”    ~Tecumseh

Tecumseh & the Prophet, cont.

The Prophet (aka 

Tenskwatawa):

Tecumseh‟s half-brother who

condemned alcohol & called 

for

abandoning white ways; 

adopted Christian imagery

& notion of afterlife; 

formed intertribal community 

at Tippecanoe on Wabash 

River.
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1810 Battle of Tippecanoe 

William Henry Harrison emerged as a hero

Q General William Henry
Harrison  governor of
the Indiana Territory.

Q Invited Native Indian
chiefs to Ft. Wayne, IN
to sign away 3 mil. acres 
of land to the US 
government.

Q Tecumseh organized a confederacy of Indian 
tribes to fight for their homelands.

Q Tecumseh’s brother fought against Harrison 
and was defeated at Tippecanoe.

Q This made Harrison a national hero!
[1840 election  Tippecanoe & Tyler, too!]

Battle of Tippecanoe, 1811
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“War Hawks”

Henry Clay [KY]

John C. Calhoun [SC]

Presidential Election of 1812
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Mr. Cegielski

1812: “Mr. Madison’s War!”
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WARM UP ON WAR OF 1812

America Under James Madison: 

1809-1816: The War of 1812 (15:01)

• Pay attention! Your assignment follows!

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=3EA16EE8-1160-455B-97F3-FD34DD941530&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=3EA16EE8-1160-455B-97F3-FD34DD941530&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=3EA16EE8-1160-455B-97F3-FD34DD941530&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=3EA16EE8-1160-455B-97F3-FD34DD941530&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
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DEBATE!

• Directions: Read 

“Documents for Debate 

on Going to War in 

1812” and create a two-

column chart like the 

one here.  Central 

Question: Should 

America go to war 

against Great Britain 

again? Prepare both 

sides, using all 

documents because 

you will no know which 

side I will place you on 

until the last moment!

Oh, what the heck!

Go to War!

Wait! Don‟t engage 

in a 2nd

Revolutionary War!



7/10/2009

29

War of 1812 

Causes• Failure of neutrality policy: 

Embargo, Non-Intercourse Act

• Tippecanoe perceived as 

aggravated by British

• War Hawks like Clay & 

Calhoun elected to Congress: 

want to eliminate Indian 

presence & 

insults to US neutrality; they 

want more land …to the north 

(Canada!!) & the west.

• New England opposed „Mr. 

Madison‟s War‟

War of 1812  

• During the war, most of the fighting was along the 
northern border (Great Lakes region & Niagara River) 
and in the Chesapeake region.

• The British continued to arm Indians hostile to the U.S.

• Andrew Jackson defeats Creeks and captures New 
Orleans 

USS Constitution 
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American Problems
Q The US was unprepared militarily:

 Had a 12-ship navy vs. Britain’s
800 ships.

 Americans disliked a draft 
preferred to enlist in the 
disorganized state militias.

Q Financially unprepared:

 Flood of paper $.

 Revenue from import tariffs 
declined.

Q Regional disagreements.

Overview
of the
War
of

1812
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3 U. S. Invasions of 1812

Campaigns of 1813
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ASSIGNMENT:

• Read and complete 

“War of 1812” document 

analysis questions.

Battle of Fort McHenry,
1814

Oh Say Can You See
By the Dawn’s Early Light…

-- Francis Scott Key



7/10/2009

33

Gave proof through the night,
That our flag was still there..

ANALYZE THIS!

• Tasks: Why do you think this song was written during the War? 
Identify and explain the meaning of as many symbols in the song 
as possible. Finally, explain why you think this became our 
national anthem?  Would you have chosen this song or a 
different one?  Why?
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Attack on Ft. Oswego, 1814
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Hartford Convention
December, 1814 – January, 1815

Treaty of Ghent
December 24, 1814
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The Battle of New Orleans, 1815

The Battle of New Orleans, 1815
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Jackson’s Florida Campaigns

War of 1812 Effects on West

•Spurred Western migration:  

losing maritime jobs, some New 

Englanders migrated …which was 

much safer and more appealing 

with the defeat of hostile tribes

•Enemies of defeated & 

devastated tribes experienced a 

cultural renaissance –e.g.  the 

Cherokee

Sequoia’s Cherokee Alphabet
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Web Quest!

Review/Study Aid:
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