LESSON: The French and Indian War in Pennsylvania—Fort Pitt
From: http://www.hsp.org/default.aspx?id=635
"...they said they would go speak to their Chiefs and come and tell us what they said, they returned and said they would hold fast of the Chain of friendship. Out of our regard to them we gave them two Blankets and a Handkerchief out of the Small Pox Hospital. I hope it will have the desired effect." 
From, William Trent's Journal, 1763 

Activity: Life at Fort Pitt

Students study maps and diagrams of Fort Pitt, with primary documents created by 18th century trader and militia captain William Trent, to construct a sense of how forts functioned during the war, the experience of war at the fort, and the interactions of various peoples who lived, worked, and battled at the fort.   
Materials

· Excerpts from William Trent’s Journal, 1763
· William Trent's Orderly Book, 1763 

· William Trent biographical note 

· Maps and diagrams of Fort Pitt and Fort Duquesne
Procedure

PART I--Explore maps:

1. Form cooperative teams. Using the graphic organizer on Pennsylvania forts and the maps and sketches of forts , each group will complete the graphic organizer based on information from the maps and sketches. Please note that the maps and sketches are primary documents. Another type of primary document is a military orderly book, which records the general and regimental orders for each day. A diary or journal is also a primary document.

2. Study the diagrams/maps of Forts Duquesne and Pitt for a couple minutes. Why do you think they were drawn? What is your initial impression about the diagrams/maps?  What can you assume about the people that lived at the forts? What is the basis for your assumptions?

3. List the objects, natural features, key terms, and other important data from the diagrams/maps. Based on what you’ve listed, what might you infer about life at the forts?  

4. What do you want to know about the forts or the people who lived at them that you don’t see in the diagrams/maps? Where might you find the answers?

PART II--Link maps and documents:
1. Divide into cooperative groups again to read William Trent’s journal .  Read the excerpts to add information to their description of life at Fort Pitt. (If possible, note which information is from the maps and sketches and which information is from the orderly book or journal.)   

2. Each cooperative team shares its findings with the class and create a class composite description of life at the fort. Discuss how you determined what information to include on the graphic organizer. Then, as a class, we will read Trent’s biographical information. Discuss what about Trent’s life might have influenced his perspective? What perspectives are missing? Remind students that all written accounts have a point of view or bias. What are the benefits and limitations of using a written account as a primary document? What are the benefits and limitations of using a map or sketch? How might a person’s perspective influence what is included in a map or sketch?

Assessment

1. Take a perspective. Write either from the perspective of a European settlers/colonist or a local Delaware Native American. Paragraph one: Summarize the findings based on the maps, sketches, and journal and orderly book from your character’s perspective. Paragraph two: How do you view the fort? Does it serve a defensive or offensive purpose? Is it for protection or expansion?  

2. Design a fort. Based on the maps, sketches, and journal and orderly book, if you were designing a fort in Pennsylvania in the mid 1700s, what would you include? What would you have to consider (water sources, food, etc.)? What would be the purpose of the fort? 
Draw a sketch of the fort; include an explanation of the objects, location, buildings, people, etc. at the fort. Write a paragraph stating the purpose of the fort and what you considered about life at the fort before designing your sketch.

3. Journalist’s report. Using the maps, sketches, and journal and orderly book, describe life at the fort for people living in a city like Philadelphia in the mid-18th century. Focus on who lives at the fort, what they do, how they live/work, the location of the fort, and the time you are observing it. Make your report factual. Do not include your opinion.

See the following page for Diagrams/maps of Forts Duquesne and Pitt
Diagrams/maps of Forts Duquesne and Pitt
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