[image: image1.png]Assignment: Read through the case of U.S. V.
Lopez. Highlightkey evidence and arguments!
Then, complete these introductory questions!
Minimum of 8-sentence response per question!

QUESTIONS:

1) Howis U.S. V. Lopez comparable
to McCulloch V. Maryland and
Gibbons V. Ogden?

2) What were the arguments on both
sides of U.S. V. Lopez?

3) What was the decision in this case
and do you agree with it? How did
this case serve to revitalize the
issue of federalism?

Due by da
end of da
period or
else!

Tomorrow: We start preparing our mock trial
on this case. Think about the role you
want to play and the evidence you can use
to support your arguments!
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* Directions:

— 1) Youwill divide into three large groups—(1) attorneys for
Lopez, (2) attorneys for U.S., (3) Supreme Court Justices.
There will be one witness playing Lopez, as well!

— 2) Reread/skim the reading providing background
information to the case.

— 3) Attorneys (Defense & Prosecution): Using your
understanding of the case as well as Constitutional law (Hint!
Hint!). find strong supporting evidence and develop your best
arguments to present to the Court! Develop opening
statements, major arguments supported by evidence,
questions for the witness and closing arguments.

— 4) Judges: Prepare questions (two-column chart—10
questions for each side) to ask the attorneys during the trial.
Ask for clarification or expose weaknesses in their arguments.

— 5) The Judge’s decision: Majority vote wins! Will history
repeat itself or will the judges render a different verdict?
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Judges' Bench

Court Reporter 0 Juror;(J
for Clerk) Prosecting Attorney

Table for the Defense

This is an approximation of what a courtroom looks like during a jury trial.

| *Source: Elementary Law Related Activities. A joint project oft The Devils
Lake Public Schools, North Dakota Department of Public Instruction,
State Bar Association of North Dakota, and North Dakota Combined
Law Enforcement Council 1978,
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1. Calling of Case by Bailif: "All rise. The Court of is now in
session. Honorable Judge presiding.

2. Opening Statement: First the prosecutor (criminal case) or plaintiffs attorney (civil
case), then the defendant's attorey, explain what their evidence will be and what they
will try to prove.

3. Prosecution's or Plaintiffs Case: Witnesses are called to testiy (direct
examination) and other physical evidence is introduced. Each witness called is
cross-examined '(questioned so as to break down the story or be discredited) by the
defense.

4. Defendant's Case: Same as the third step except that defense calls witnesses for
direct examination; cross-examination by prosecution/plaintif.

5. Closing Statement: An attormey for each side reviews the evidence presented and
asks for a decision in his/her favor.

6. Jury Instructions (Jury Trials Only): The Judge explains to the jury appropriate rules
of law that it is to consider in weighing the evidence. As a general rule, the
prosecttion (or the plaintiffin a civil case) must meet the burden of proof in order to
prevail. In a criminal case this burden is very high. In order for the accused? Are some
parts of the trial more important than others? Would you trust a jury of your peers to
determine your guilt or innocence? Students should also explore their reactions to
playing attoreys, witnesses, jurors, and the judge. What roles do each play in the trial
process?




