Seminar Notes
All answers should be as specific as possible, and unless otherwise stated, given from the point of view from the author. Full credit will be awarded for direct use of the primary source.

USE DIRECT QUOTES FROM THE PRIMARY MATERIAL.

4.1	Manifest Destiny		        John O’ Sullivan, William H. Channing

A. Examine O’Sullivan’s position concerning each of the following topics.  Use at least one quote to illustrate each.
1. Religion
2. Economics
3. Race
4. Progress
B. Answer the below questions in paragraph form.
1. How does the slavery issue influence each argument?
2. What aspects of each argument are prophetic?




















Our Manifest Destiny					           John O’Sullivan, 1845
It is time now for opposition to the annexation of Texas to cease, all further agitation of the waters of bitterness and strife, at least in connection with this question, even though it may perhaps be required of us as a necessary condition of the freedom of our institutions, that we must live on forever in a state of unpausing struggle and excitement upon some subject of party division or other. But, in regard to Texas, enough has now been given to party. It is time for the common duty of patriotism to the country to succeed; or if this claim will not be recognized, it is at least time for common sense to acquiesce with decent grace in the inevitable and the irrevocable.
Texas is now ours. Already, before the words are written, her convention has undoubtedly ratified the acceptance by her congress, of our proffered invitation into Union; and made the requisite changes in her already republican form of constitution to adapt it to its future federal relations. Her star and her stripe may already be said to have taken their place in the glorious blazon of our common nationality; and the sweep of our eagle’s wing already includes within its circuit the wide extent of her fair and fertile land.
She is no longer to us a mere geographical space - a certain combination of coast plain, mountain, valley, forest, and stream. She is no longer to us a mere country on the map. She comes within the dear and sacred designation of our country; no longer a pays [country], she is a part of La patrie; and that which is at once a sentiment and a virtue, patriotism, already begins, to thrill for her too within the national heart.
Why, were other reasoning wanting, in favor of now elevating this question of the reception of Texas into the Union, out of the lower region of our past party dissensions to its proper level of a high and broad nationality, it surely is to be found, found abundantly, in the manner in which other nations have undertaken to intrude themselves into it, between us and the proper parties to the case, in a spirit of hostile interference against us, for the avowed object of thwarting our policy and hampering our power, limiting our greatness and checking the fulfillment of our manifest destiny to overspread the continent allotted by Providence for the free development of our yearly multiplying millions. This we have seen done by England, our old rival and enemy; and by France, strangely coupled with her against us, under the influence of the Anglicism strongly tinging the policy of her present prime minister, Guizot.
The independence of Texas was complete and absolute. It was an independence, not only in fact, but of right. No obligation of duty toward Mexico tended in the least degree to restrain our right to effect the desired recovery of the fair province once our own- whatever motives of policy might have prompted a more deferential consideration of her feelings and her pride, as involved in the question. If Texas became peopled with an American population, it was by no contrivance of our government, but on the express invitation of that of Mexico herself; accompanied with such guaranties of state independence, and the maintenance of a federal system analogous to our own, as constituted a compact fully justifying the strongest measures of redress on the part of those afterward deceived in this guaranty, and sought to be enslaved under the yoke imposed by its violation.
She was released, rightfully and absolutely released, from all Mexican allegiance, or duty of cohesion to the Mexican political body, by the acts and fault of Mexico herself, and Mexico alone. There never was a clearer case. It was not revolution; it was resistance to revolution: and resistance under such circumstances as left independence the necessary resulting state, caused by the abandonment of those with whom her former federal association had existed. What then can be more preposterous than all this clamor by Mexico and the Mexican interest, against annexation, as a violation of any rights of hers, any duties of ours? ...
Nor is there any just foundation for the charge that annexation is a great pro-slavery measure - calculated to increase and perpetuate that institution. Slavery had nothing to do with it. Opinions were and are greatly divided, both at the North and South, as to the influence to be exerted by it on slavery and the slave states. That it will tend to facilitate and hasten the disappearance of slavery from all the northern tier of the present slave states, cannot surely admit of serious question. The greater value in Texas of the slave labor now employed in these states, must soon produce the effect of draining off that labor southwardly, by the same unvarying law that bids water descend the slope that invites it.
		Every new slave state in Texas will make at least one free state from among those in which that institution now exists - to say nothing of those portions of Texas on which slavery cannot spring and grow - to say nothing of the far more rapid growth of new states in the free West and Northwest, as these fine regions are overspread by the emigration fast flowing over them from Europe, as well as from the Northern and Eastern states of the Union as it exists. On the other hand, it is undeniably much gained for the cause of the eventual voluntary abolition of slavery, that it should have been thus drained off toward the only outlet which appeared to furnish much probability of the ultimate disappearance of the Negro race from our borders.
The Spanish-Indian-American populations of Mexico, Central America, and South America, afford the only receptacle capable of absorbing that race whenever we shall be prepared to slough it off - to emancipate it from slavery, and (simultaneously necessary) to remove it from the midst of our own. Themselves already of mixed and confused blood, and free from the “prejudices which among us so insuperably forbid the social amalgamation which can alone elevate the Negro race out of a virtually servile degradation: even though legally free the regions occupied by those populations must strongly attract the black race in that direction; and as soon as that destined hour of emancipation shall arrive, will relieve the question of one of its worst difficulties, if not absolutely the greatest
California will, probably, next fall away front the loose adhesion which, in such a country as Mexico, holds a remote province in a slight equivocal kind of dependence on the metropolis. Imbecile and distracted, Mexico never can exert any real government authority over such a country. The importance of the one and the distance of the other, must make the relation one of virtual independence; unless by stunting the province, of all natural growth, and forbidding that immigration which can alone develop its capabilities and fulfill the purposes of its creation, tyranny may retain a military dominion, which is no government in the legitimate sense of the term.
In the case of California this is now impossible. The Anglo-Saxon fool is already on its borders. Already the advance guard of the irresistible army of Anglo-Saxon emigration has begun to pour down upon it, armed with the plough and the rifle, and marking its trail with schools and colleges, courts and representative halls, mills and meetinghouses. A population will soon be in actual occupation of California, over which it will be idle for Mexico to dream of dominion. They will necessarily become independent All this without agency of our government, without responsibility of our people - in the natural flow of events, the spontaneous working of principles, and the adaptation of the tendencies and wants of the human race to the elemental circumstances in the midst of which they find themselves placed.
And they will have a right to independence - to self-government - to the possession of the homes conquered from the Wilderness by their own labors and dangers, sufferings and sacrifice, - a better and a truer right than the artificial title of sovereignty in Mexico, a thousand miles distant, inheriting from Spain a title good only against those who have none better. Their right to independence will be the natural right of self-government belonging to any community strong enough to maintain it — distinct in position, origin and character, and free from any mutual obligations of membership of a common political body, binding it to others by the duty of loyalty and compact of public faith. This will be their title to independence; and by this title, there can be no doubt that the population now fast streaming down upon California will both assert and maintain that independence.
Whether they will then attach themselves to our Union or riot, is not to he predicted with any certainty. Unless the projected railroad across the continent to the Pacific be carried into effect, perhaps they may not, though even in that case, the day is not distant when the empires of the Atlantic and Pacific would again flow together into one, as soon as their inland border should approach each other. But that great work, colossal as appears the plan on its first suggestion, cannot remain long unbuilt.
Its necessity for this very purpose of binding and holding together in its iron clasp our fast-settling Pacific region with that of the Mississippi Valley - the natural facility of the route - the ease with which any amount of labor for the construction can he drawn in from the overcrowded populations of Europe, to be paid in the lands made valuable by the progress of the work itself - and its immense utility to the commerce of the world with the whole eastern coast of Asia, alone almost sufficient for the support of such , road — these considerations give assurance that the day cannot be distant which shall witness the conveyance of the representatives from Oregon and California to Washington within less time than a few years go was devoted to a similar journey by those from Ohio; while the magnetic telegraph will enable the editors of the San Francisco Union, the Astoria Evening Post, or the Nootka Morning News, to set up in type the first half of the President’s inaugural before the echoes of the latter half shall have died away beneath the lofty porch of the Capitol, as spoken from his lips.
		Away, then, with all idle French talk of balances of power on the American Continent There is no growth in Spanish America! Whatever progress of population there may be in the British Canadas, is only for their own early severance of their present colonial relation to the little island 3,000 miles across the Atlantic; soon to be followed by annexation, and destined to swell the still accumulating momentum of our progress. And whosoever may hold the balance though they should cast into the opposite scale all the bayonets and cannon, not only of France and England, but of Europe entire, how would it kick the beam against the simple, solid weight of the 250, or 300 million - and American millions - destined to gather beneath the flutter of the stripes and stars, in the fast hastening year of the Lord 1945!


The Christian Destiny of America                         William Henry Channing, 1843

I BELIEVE:
1. That, as a member of the confederacy of Christendom, these United states have peculiar opportunities and duties; that consecrated by the devout faithfulness of forefathers, whom Providence led to this new found land - planted at the very season when the vital elements of Europe, Christian love, and German freedom were casting off the oppressions of outgrown usages and prompting men to seek piety and a purer virtue; guided onward through a discipline of toil and poverty and simple habits, through unexampled experiences in social government and the gradual growth of untried institutions. . .this nation is manifestly summoned to prove the reality of human brotherhood and the worship of the heavenly father...
2. That, acknowledging as we do our providential mission to fulfill the law of love, and professing as we do to encourage each and every member of our communities in the exercise of their inalienable rights, we stand before the face of God and fellow nations as guilty of hypocrisy and of a breach of trust;
3. That we deserve the retributions, losses, disgraces which our savage robberies of the Indians, our cruel and wanton oppressions of the Africans, our unjust habits of white serfdom, our grasping national ambition, our eagerness for wealth, our deceitful modes of external and internal trade, our jealous competitions between different professions and callings, our aping of aristocratic distinctions, our licentiousness and sensuality, our profligate expenditures, public and private, have brought, and will continue to bring upon us;
4. That it behooves our religious bodies, our political parties, our statesmen and philosophers, our scholars and patriots, and all who desire a growing life for themselves or their race, to put aside questions of minor importance and concentrate their energies upon measures which may remove inhumanity utterly from our land;
5. That our duties will not be done, our ideal will not be fulfilled till we solve the problem of UNITED INTERESTS now pressing upon all Christendom; till, within our own borders, we secure for every individual man, woman, child, full culture, under healthy, pure, and holy influences; free exercise of their faculties, for the glory of God and the good of man; recompense for all services that shall be just; such stations of honorable usefulness of their virtues merit, and access to all sources of refinement and happiness which our communities can command till, in intercourse with other lands, we strive honestly and bountifully to share the blessings which the universal Father gives, and so aid to reunite all nations in one family of the children of God, where His will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven.








