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Most pioneers walked the Oregon Trail because wagons were loaded with supplies. Shoes wore out quickly, so the pioneers traveled the 2,000 mile trail barefoot—even the children. 

Procedures: 

1) My step: Measure one normal step from front heel to back toe. (Round off to the nearest 10).

2) My steps in a mile: Divide 63,360 (the number of inches in a mile) by the above number. (Round to the near- est 10,000). 

3) My steps from Missouri to Oregon: Multiply the number of steps by 2,000 miles (the distance from Missouri to Oregon). 

1) My step: ________________ inches.

2) Inches in a mile divided by (/) my step = steps in a mile. ______________ / ______________ = ________________ 

3) My steps in a mile x 2000 = steps to walk to Oregon Trail, _____________ x 2000 = ________________________. 

Using a ruler, string, and the distance (2,000 miles), make an accurate map scale.  Use centimeters!  In addition, provide the approximate distance in miles from location to another on the map.  
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Before you go on your adventure, buy the supplies you will need to survive. Use the space below to create your grocery list.  Add up all of your expenses. Your total budget is $500; it would be wise to save at least $100 for your journey.
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ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR SALE (Be careful about your purchases!):
DRAFT ANIMALS  Required: $35 for 4-6 oxens to pull the wagon, $15 for 1 pack horse, $25 for 1 riding horse $75 bridle & blinders $3 tack & harness $5 mule collar $1.25 horse blanket $2 whip $1 pack saddle $2.50 saddle & saddle bags $5.  Optional: It would be wise to have more milk cow $70-75 cattle $8-20 priced by age (typically 1-3 years old) mule.  It would be wise to have more milk cow $70-75 cattle $8-20 priced by age (typically 1-3 years old) mule.

WAGONS Required: 1 covered wagon $70 there's no evidence that wagons made for the emigrant trade held up any better than ordinary farm wagons farm wagon $30 wagon bows $3/set for converting a farm wagon to a covered wagon cloth cover up to $1/yard some emigrants bought heavy canvas sailcloth, while others wove their own linen wagon covers and waterproofed them with beeswax or linseed oil grease potentially free before petroleum could be distilled, animal fats were used as lubricants; the tallow was usually mixed with pine resin, or sometimes beeswax thinned with turpentine bucket $1 

SUNDRIES & CAMP EQUIPMENT woolen blanket $2.50 tent $5 - 15 prices varied with size nails $0.07 per pound soap $0.15 per pound sheet iron stove $15 - 20 coffee mill $1.00 coffee pot $0.75 frying pan $1.50 stew kettle $0.50 bread pan $0.25 butcher knife $0.50 tin table settings $5 includes flatware, plates, and cups for a family of eight candles $0.15 per pound 10-gallon wash tub $1.25 bucket $0.25 "tar buckets" for storing axle grease had tight-fitting tops to keep flies out and cost $1 axe/shovel/hoe $1.25 hand tools $2.50 such as augurs, planes, and saws rope $2.50 50' - 75' coil of 3/4" hemp rope 

WEAPONS rifle $15 double barreled rifles were sometimes seen on the frontier, as repeating rifles were not widely available until after the Civil War shotgun or musket $10 there were also double barreled shotguns, as well as hybrids fitted with one rifled barrel and one smooth-bored shotgun barrel Colt revolver $25 single-shot pistol $5 powder & shot $5 shot was generally sold by the pound hunting knife $1 

FOOD flour $0.02 per pound Recommended for each adult: 150 lbs. of flour, 20 lbs. of corn meal, 50 lbs. of bacon, 40 lbs. of sugar, 10 lbs. of coffee, 15 lbs. of dried fruit, 5 lbs. of salt, half a pound of saleratus (baking soda), 2 lbs. of tea, 5 lbs. of rice, and 15 lbs. of beans 

corn meal $0.05 per pound bacon $0.05 per pound sugar $0.04 per pound coffee $0.10 per pound dried fruit $0.06 per pound salt $0.06 per pound pepper $0.08 per pound lard $0.05 per pound vinegar $0.25 per gallon saleratus $0.12 per pound tea $0.60 per pound rice $0.05 per pound beans $0.06 per pound 

ON THE TRAIL Not required; can be purchased later, if needed: Some examples of expenses the emigrant encountered while en route... Indian moccasins $0.50 many emigrants wore out several pairs of shoes on the road to Oregon tanned buffalo hide $4.00 crossing bridges from $0.15 to $0.50 per wagon prices for bridges and ferries were generally negotiable, and additional charges per head of livestock were common ferrying rivers $2 - $5 per wagon resupplying once beyond the frontier, prices at trading posts along the Oregon Trail were typically at least twice those back East and could be much higher 

PRICES IN OREGON (1852) Not required; can be purchased later, if needed: oxen and cows $50 - 100 the first herds of cattle in Oregon were Mexican longhorns driven up from California, but the American settlers considered them to be an inferior breed and were willing to pay top dollar for cattle of known breeds which survived the journey to Oregon, while the longhorns went for as little as $9 a head wagon $100 - 200 bacon $0.25 per pound pork $0.125 per pound beef $0.10 per pound tallow $0.15 per pound lard $0.25 per pound butter $0.60 per pound flour $0.06 per pound coffee $0.20 per pound sugar $0.10 - 0.16/lb rice $0.06 per pound dried peaches $0.12 per pound apples $0.12 per pound saleratus $0.25 per pound salt $0.03 per pound wheat $1.03 per bushel oats $1.25 per bushel onions $2.50 per bushel potatos $0.75 per bushel beans and peas $1.50 per bushel chickens $1 prices for chickens and turkeys are for whole, living birds turkeys $2 - 2.50 nails $0.17 per pound tobacco $0.25 per pound candles $0.75 per pound plow iron $62.50 lumber $25 per thousand board feet lumber prices varied somewhat according to how it was cut and what sort of tree it used to be


INTRODUCTION: As you already know, the early pioneers had to travel approximately 2,000 miles on the Oregon Trail.  If they could travel 20 miles a day, it would take 200 days to travel from Independence, Missouri, to Oregon City, Oregon.  In this game, you will roll dice and leave it up to chance to determine if you, your family, and your newly purchased supplies will survive the journey.

Rules:
1. You start in Independence, Missouri, with the supplies you purchased.  You, as head of the family, have a wife and three young children, totaling five in your family. If working in groups, each group will contain five students, each of whom must role play a family member.
2. You should have about $100 for unexpected traveling expenses.

3. The game ends when you reach Oregon City, Oregon.

4. While we could spend a lot of time on this game by rolling the dice 200 times to represent the 200 days of your journey, you are required to roll the dice only once to reach the next location.  
5. Each roll of the dice has consequences!  If you roll 1-6, you have made it the next location without a significant event.  If you roll 7-12, the following has occurred:
	# 7: Accident!
The emigrant wagons didn't have any safety features. If someone fell under the massive wagon wheels, death was instant. Many lost their lives this way. Most often, the victims were children.
Edward Lenox:
"A little boy fell over the front end of the wagon during our journey. In his case, the great wheels rolled over the child's head----crushing it to pieces."

YOUR YOUNGEST SURVING CHILD FALLS OFF YOUR WAGON!   IF THE CHILD ROLLS #’S 1-6, HE OR SHE HAS ONLY SUSTAINED A BROKEN ARM AND WILL SURVIVE!  IF THE CHILD ROLLS #’S 7-12, THE WAGON WHEELS HAVE CRUSHED HIS OR HEAD, BRINGING INSTANT DEATH!  Record this in you log!




	#8: Bad Weather!
Great thunderstorms took their toll. A half-dozen emigrants were killed by lightning strikes; many others were injured by hail the size of apples. Pounding rains were especially difficult for the emigrants because there was no shelter on the open plains and the covered wagons eventually leaked.

YOUR OLDEST SURVING CHILD IS THE VICTIM OF BAD WEATHER! IF THE CHILD ROLLS #’S 1-6, HE OR SHE HAS BEEN STRUCK BY LARGE HAIL BUT WILL SURVIVE!  IF THE CHILD ROLLS #’S 7-12, THE CHILD HAS BEEN STRUCK BY LIGHTENING AND DIES INSTANTLY! Record this in your log!




	#9 Cholera!
Perhaps the biggest problem on the Trail was a mysterious and deadly disease--called cholera for which there was no cure. Often, an emigrant would go from healthy to dead in just a few hours. Sometimes they received a proper burial, but often, the sick would be abandoned, in their beds, on the side of the trail. They would die alone. Making matters worse were animals that regularly dug up the dead and scattered the trail with human bones and body parts.
Emigrant Agnes Stewart: 
"We camped at a place where a woman had been buried and the wolves dug her up.Her hair was there with a comb still in it. She had been buried too shallow. It seems a dreadful fate, but what is the difference? One cannot feel after the spirit is flown."
Cholera killed more emigrants than anything else. In a bad year, some wagon trains lost two-thirds of their people.
Emigrant John Clark: 
"One woman and two men lay dead on the grass and some more ready to die. Women and children crying, some hunting medicine and none to be found. With heartfelt sorrow, we looked around for some time until I felt unwell myself. Got up and moved forward one mile, so as to be out of hearing of crying and suffering."

IF YOUR WIFE ROLLS A 7-12, SHE HAS CAUGHT CHOLERA AND DIES WITHIN A MATTER OF HOURS!  RECORD THIS!
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[image: image5.png]Instructions: Complete the activities and answer the questions below using the resources available to you on
the Atlas, the intemet and your local library

Part A. The Trail Boss

Pioneer settlers have hired you as their Trail Boss 1o lead them to the Oregon Country. You must select a route
along the Oregon Trail and map how you will travel across Idaho. There are a number of routes available to you
Select the one route that you think will be the best to follow and show it on your base map. Obviously. the trail
guides that actually led travelers along these routes did not have the same type of information as you do for
making their decision. However, most of them were familiar enough with the area to make some of the same
decisions that you can make with a map

Questions that the settlers will as]

1. How does topography and water supply to the trail routes influence your chosen route?

2. Assume you can travel around 20 miles a day
aHow long will it take you 10 travel across the state via your route?

b.Is yours the fastest route? If no, which one is? Why would you choose to follow a route that wasn't the
fastest?

c.For your route, select locations that might be best for camping overnight. What factors might you use
to make that decision?

d Were there any places along your route that you would encounter a trading post?

3. The year is 1840 and you must cross through Indian Territory. What Native American tribes could you possi-
bly encounter? What kind of encounters/relationships occurred and how might these have affected the routes
chosen? (such as massacres, any stops where pioneers traded with tribes etc. ete).

on your route?

4. Where are you most likely to encounter major river crossing

What are some of the major landmarks that you should be looking for along your route?




[image: image6.png]Part B. Can You Make I

You are one of the pioneer settlers that will be following the route described by the Trail Boss above. You will
be facing a number of situations as you travel the Oregon Trail that you must overcome in order to survive the
journey. Before you can decide if to follow the judgement of the Trail Boss you need to look at the route se-
lected and determine how you would address the following issues

Questions of to ask yourself:

1. Without water. you and your family cannot survive. Is water readily available along your route? How could
you store water between locations? How would this water storage influence how difficult your trip is (hint
water requires space and weighs a lot)

2. You will be traveling through Idaho during June, July, and August. What would the temperature ranges be for
the route you will be traveling? How will that affect your need for water for you and water and feed for your
animals?

3. What animals might be available as a food source along your route?

4. What animals might you encounter that will want to eat you, your family, or any of your animals?

5. What types of habitat will you encounter along your route?
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Ft. Hall was an important stop for the emigrants in the trail's early years. Yet few who passed through this fort knew the strange reason it was built.
Nathaniel Wyeth began with a grand moneymaking scheme. He and 70 men planned to haul supplies to the 1832 fur trappers rendezvous, reap huge profits, then push west to the Columbia River, where they hoped to set up a fishery and export salmon to Hawaii and New England.
From the beginning almost nothing went right. After months of travel, Wyeth arrived at the rendezvous, but no one would buy his goods. Frustrated and disillusioned, his last ditch plan was to build a fort nearby. Its purpose: to serve as a base of operations to get rid of Wyeth's excess supplies by selling them to nearby tribes and trappers.
When Ft. Hall was completed in 1834, it stood as the only American outpost in the entire Oregon country.
Emigrant Osborne Russell: 
"On the fourth of August, the fort was completed. And on the fifth, the stars and stripes were unfurled to the breeze at sunrise, in the center of a savage and uncivilized country over an American trading post."
But the fort did not stay American very long. Wyeth's other ventures failed, and by 1837, he had sold the fort to the huge Hudson's Bay Company. The British flag now flew over Ft. Hall. And the British made a point of discouraging the American pioneers from traveling on to Oregon. It was a subterfuge that worked for a few years at least.
Emigrant James Nesmith: 
"Capt. Grant, then in charge of the Hudson Bay Company at Ft. Hall, endeavored to dissuade us from proceeding further with our wagons, and showed us the wagons that the emigrants of the preceeding year had abandoned, as evidence of the impracticability of our determination."
Craters of the Moon
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Craters of the Moon (a named used only since the early 1900s) was an amazing site for the pioneers. The treeless, moonlike landscape was unlike anything they had ever seen. Unfortunately, the rocky lava flows slowed the pioneer's progress.
This region was not near the older, southern route along the Snake. But beginning in the 1860s a new route that bypassed the Snake River became very popular. Called the Goodale Cutoff, it skirted the edge of the "lavas" we now call Craters of the Moon.
Overton Johnson: 
ìThis is, perhaps the most rugged desert and dreary country between the borders of the United States and the shores of the Pacific. It is nothing less than a wild rocky barren wilderness, or wrecked and ruined nature, a vast field of volcanic desolation.î
Shoshone Falls 
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Not all the emigrants had the opportunity to visit Shoshone Falls, but those who took the short side trip were in for a remarkable experience. The falls offered a fantastic view unlike any other in the US. Those who had been to Niagra noted the similarity, but Shoshone Falls is higher and has a greater volume of water than its New York cousin. 
Today, Shosone Falls is often just a cliff--as irrigation has stolen much of the river's water. But early in the spring (or anytime in a wet year) visitors can see the landmark just as the sightseeing pioneers did many years ago.
3 Island Crossing
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Approaching Three Island Crossing (of the Snake River) meant the emigrants had a difficult choice. They could make a dangerous river crossing here for a direct route to Ft. Boise or stay on the south side of the Snake and follow the river around the bend. About half made the decision to cross using the three islands in the Snake as stepping stones. It would not be easy.
Emigrant Narcissa Whitman: 
"Husband had considerable difficulty crossing the cart. Both the cart and the mules were capsized in the water and the mules entangled in the harness. They would have drowned, but for a desperate struggle to get them ashore. Then after putting two of the strongest horses before the cart and two men swimming behind to steady it, they succeeded in getting it over."
Emigrant Samuel Hancock: 
"We lost 2 of our men, Ayres and Stringer. Ayres got into trouble with his mules in crossing the stream. Stringer, who was about thirty, went to his relief, and both were drowned in sight of their women folks. The bodies were never recovered.
Fort Boise/Boise City
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Fort Boise was originally built by the British Hudson's Bay Company to compete with American Fort Hall for fur. But by the 1840s, the fur trade was declining, and the emigrants were increasing. The fort served the wagon trains throughout the 40s but floods plagued the area--and by 1855 Ft. Boise was gone.
Eight years later a new Ft. Boise was built 50 miles to the east--and the city of Boise grew up alongside. Except for the start and finish, Boise was the largest city on the Oregon Trail. Over a century later it still is.
By the time the emigrants struck west from Ft. Boise, it was mid-September. What if the snows came early, they worried. Would they be stranded in the mountains. Would they end up like the Donner Party--freezing to death, or resorting to cannibalism? It was on the mind of nearly everyone as they hurried through this region--and they still had 400 miles to travel.
 Hardships
Walking 2,000 miles barefoot--and that was the easy part
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	Walking
Because most emigrants grossly overloaded their wagons, few could ride inside. Instead most walked--many made the entire 2,000 mile journey on foot.




	Grattan Massacre 
Perhaps the most important confrontation with the native tribes occurred near Ft. Laramie in 1854, and became known as the Grattan Massacre. It began innocently enough--a single cow wandered away from an emigrant wagon train. When the cow showed up at a nearby Sioux village, the tribe promptly ate it. An aggressive Lt. Grattan and 28 men then left Fort Laramie with a single objective--punish the Sioux. The Sioux recognized their error and offered a horse in return for the cow, but Grattan wasn't interested. He ordered his men to fire on the tribe.
The Sioux chief told his warriors to withhold retaliation. Grattan fired again and killed the chief. Strikes and counterstrikes escalated into all-out war--the battles continued for decades.




	Massacre Rocks Incident
For years, the Hudson's Bay Company had been a stabilizing force on the Native Americans who lived near the Snake River--but when the British fur-trading company pulled out in the early 1850s, attacks on emigrants increased substantially.
The best-known incident happened near Massacre Rocks in what is now Southern Idaho. On August 9th, 1862 the attack came without warning. Within minutes, five emigrants were dead. The next morning the survivors regrouped and fought back.
Emigrant John Hilman: 
"Thirty men went in pursuit of the Indians and found them seven miles distant. At first fire from the Indians, two thirds of the men turned and ran."
In the resulting battle, four more emigrants were killed.
After hearing about this battle (and several others) many wagon trains took an alternate route--the Goodale Cutoff--which steered clear of any "agitated" Native Americans along the Snake River. The cutoff skirted the edges of a strange set of geologic formations now known as Craters of the Moon. Yet even at the height of the Native American troubles, the majority of the emigrant wagons stayed on the main route along the south side of the Snake River.




	Bear River Massacre
By the early 1860s, many felt a need to punish the tribes along the Trail. Col. Patrick Conner, stationed in Salt Lake City, was among those who wanted to teach the Native Americans a lesson. In January of 1863 Conner and his California Volunteers marched north to the Bear River. There, Conner's men brutally killed 400 Shoshoni men, women and children. More Native Americans died at Bear River than any other battle in western history.
This grotesque attempt at genocide did have its intended effect. The Trail was safe for the emigrants--for a while. But word of the Bear Rive Massacre, and a similar event in Sand Creek Colorado, soon spread to tribes across the west. Natve Americans had had enough--and they were about to begin fighting back.


History

The first land route across the continent to be well-mapped was that taken by Lewis and Clark from 1804 to 1805. They believed they had found a practical route to the west coast. However, the pass through the Rocky Mountains they took, Lolo Pass, turned out to be too difficult for wagons to pass. In 1810, John Jacob Astor outfitted an expedition to find an overland supply route for establishing a fur trading post at the mouth of the Columbia River. The expedition was a failure, but on the way back, the party discovered a wide, low pass through the Rockies: South Pass. 

Westward expansion did not begin immediately, however. Reports from expeditions in 1806 by Lt. Zebulon Pike and in 1819 by Maj. Steven Long described the Great Plains as "unfit for human habitation" and "the Great American Desert". These descriptions ignored the fact that the land could be fertile if irrigated with ground water (the Great Plains are a major farming area today). Regardless, the images they conjured up of a wasteland of sand and cactus discouraged migration for some time. 

The route of the Oregon Trail began to be scouted out as early as 1823 by fur traders and explorers. The trail began to be regularly used by fur traders, missionaries, and military expeditions during the 1830s. At the same time, small groups of individuals and the occasional family attempted to follow the trail and some succeeded in arriving at Fort Vancouver in Washington. On May 16, 1842 the first organized wagon train on the Oregon Trail set out from Elm Grove, Missouri , with more than 100 pioneers. (Members of the party later disagreed over the size of the party, one stating 160 adults and children were in the party, while another counted only 105.) John McLoughlin, head of Fort Vancouver, saw no reason for able-bodied people to starve and therefore offered the American settlers food and farming equipment on credit. The following year, an estimated 800 immigrants arrived in the Willamette Valley. Hundreds of thousands more would follow, especially after gold was discovered in California in 1849. The trail was still in use during the Civil War, but traffic declined after 1869 when the transcontinental railroad was completed. The trail continued to be used into the 1890s and modern highways eventually paralleled large portions of the trail. 

Other migration paths for early settlers prior to the establishment of the transcontinental railroads involved taking passage on a ship rounding the Cape Horn of South America or to the Isthmus (now Panama) between North and South America. There, an arduous mule trek through hazardous swamps and rain forests awaited the traveler. A ship was typically then taken to San Francisco, California. 

Routes

While the first few parties organized and departed from Elm Grove, the Oregon Trail's generally designated starting point was Independence or Westport on the Missouri River. The Oregon Trail's designated termination point was Oregon City, at the time the proposed capital of the Oregon Territory. However, many settlers branched off or grew exhausted short of this goal and settled at convenient or promising locations along the trail. Commerce with pioneers going further west greatly assisted these early settlements in getting established and launched local micro-economies critical to these settlements' prosperity. 

Pioneers on the Oregon Trail followed various rivers and used landmarks along the trail to guide their way and gauge their progress. Within Nebraska, the Oregon Trail followed the Platte River and then the North Platte River into Wyoming. Along this part of the journey, the Great Plains started giving way to bluffs and hills that were the precursor of the Rocky Mountains. After crossing the Rockies through South Pass, the trail followed the Snake River to the Columbia River. From there, emigrants had the option of either rafting down the Columbia to Fort Vancouver, or taking the Barlow Road to the Willamette Valley and other destinations in what are now the states of Washington and Oregon. 

At many places along the trail, alternate routes called "cutoffs" were established, either to shorten the trail, or to get around difficult terrain. The Lander and Sublette cutoffs provided shorter routes through the mountains than the main route, bypassing Fort Bridger. In later years, the Salt Lake cutoff provided a route to Salt Lake City. 

A number of other trails followed the Oregon Trail for part of its length. These include the Mormon Trail from Illinois to Utah, and the California Trail to the gold fields of California. 

The modern-day U.S. Highway 26 follows the Oregon Trail for much of its length. 
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	Route of the Oregon Trail
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The Oregon Trail
According to the official government survey, the main trunk of the Oregon Trail stretches 1930 miles from Independence, Missouri, to Oregon City, Oregon. Click on the above map to call up detailed maps of the Trail's route within individual states. The Trail's main route is marked in blue, while cutoffs and alternate routes are marked in purple.
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#10 River Crossing!�River crossings were a constant source of distress for the pioneers. Hundreds drowned trying to cross the Kansas, North Platte and Columbia Rivers--among others.  In 1850 alone, 37 people drowned trying to cross one particularly difficult river--the Green.


Emigrant John B. Hill: �"The ferryman allowed too many passengers to get in the boat, and the water came within two inches of the gunwale. He ordered every man to stand steady as the boat was liable to swamp. When we were nearly across the edge of the boat dipped; I thought the boat would be swamped instantly and drowned the last one of us."


Those who didn't drown were usually fleeced. The charge ranged up to 16 dollars; almost the price of an oxen. One ferry earned $65,000 in just one summer. The emigrants complained bitterly. 





YOU HAVE TO CROSS A RAGING RIVER!  FIRST, PAY THE FERRYMAN $16 DOLLARS AND RECORD THIS TRANSACTION SO YOU KNOW HOW MUCH MONEY YOU HAVE LEFT! NEXT, ROLL THE DICE.  IF YOU ROLL #’S 1-6, YOU HAVE MADE IT ACROSS SAFELY WITHOUT INCIDENT!  IF YOU ROLL #’S 7-9, YOU HAVE LOST AN OX, A HORSE, AND A MILK COW!  IF YOU ROLL #’S 10-12, YOU LOST YOUR SECOND TO YOUNGEST CHILD!  RECORD THIS IN YOUR LOG!








#11 Native American Encounter!�The first section of the Oregon Trail bisected two major Native American tribes--the Cheyenne to the north and the Pawnee to the south. The emigrants worried about both. But the expected attacks did not come. In fact, there were many instances of Native American kindness--helping pull out stuck wagons; rescuing drowning emigrants; even rounding up lost cattle


Most of the encounters with Native Americans were simple business transactions. The emigrants offered clothes, tobacco or rifles, in exchange for Native American horses or food. ��Within a few years, the emigrants had overgrazed the prairie grasses, burned all the available firewood, and depleted the buffalo. Soon many tribes along the Platte were impoverished.


The emigrants worried a great deal about possible Native American attacks, but very few were ever actually killed by the native tribes.


AS THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD, IT IS YOUR JOB TO PROTECT THE FAMILY!  YOU CAN APPEASE THE NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBE AND CONTINUE SAFELY ON YOUR JOURNEY BY GIVING THE NATIVES A MILK COW, A RIDING HORSE, AN OX, A BLANKET, ONE OF YOUR WEAPONS, ONE OF YOUR COOKING UTENSILS, AND $4 DOLLARS FOR A BUFFALO HIDE.  MAKE A RCORD OF THIS TRANSACTION IN ORDER TO KEEP TRACK OF HOW MANY SUPPLIES YOU HAVE LEFT! IF YOU CANNOT MEET ALL OF THESE REQUIREMENTS, YOU WILL ANGER THE NATIVE AMERICANS; YOU MUST ROLL THE DICE TO DETERMINE YOUR FATE!  IF YOU ROLL DOUBLES, YOU MANAGE TO KILL A FEW NATIVE AMERICANS AND ESCAPE!  OTHERWISE, YOU ARE SLAUGHTERED BY THE NATIVES AND THE REMAINING MEMBERS OF YOUR FAMILY ARE HELD CAPTIVE.  THE GAME IS OVER!  RECORD THIS IN YOUR LOG!














AS THE HEAD OF THE HOUSOLD, IT IS YOUR JOB  





#12 RUNNING LOW ON SUPPLIES!


Would you spend $100 for a glass of water? Some pioneers on the California Trail did. Dying of thirst in the middle of the desert, they had no choice.


Although it's unlikely anyone on the Oregon Trail paid that much for water, the cost of other supplies was often exorbitant. For example, at the start of the journey, flour could be purchased for $4 a barrel, but further along the price rose to a $1 per pint. Sugar cost up to $1.50 per pint and coffee was over $1 per pint.��Surprisingly, other items were amazingly cheap. At Ft. Laramie for example, bacon could be purchased for a penny per pound. Those emigrants with excess bacon often considered it worthless and dumped it by the side of the road. One pioneer reported seeing ten tons of abandoned bacon on one pile.


The basic laws of supply and demand caused the wide disparity in prices. Because most wagon trains had large supplies of bacon, it had little trading value. Liquor, on the other hand, was in short supply, thus commanding a high price.


YOU RUN LOW ON FOOD SUPPLIES AND WATER!  YOU MUST STOP AT A TRADING POST AND MAKE THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES: $5.00 FOR A BARREL OF WATER, $4.00 FOR A BARREL OF FLOUR, $2.00 FOR EIGHT POUNDS OF PORK, $0.60 FOR FOUR POUNDS OF LARD, $1.00 FOR FOUR POUNDS OF BUTTER, $0.30 FOR FIVE POUNDS OF DRIED PEACHES., $2.50 FOR A BUSHEL OF POTATOES, $0.75 FOR A BUSHEL OF BEANS, $5.00 FOR FIVE WHOLE CHICKENS.  ADD THESE ITEMS UP TO REACH THE GRAND TOTAL: 			





IF YOU DON’T HAVE ENOUGH FOR ALL OF THESE SUPPLIES, YOUR WHOLE FAMILY STARVES TO DEATH!  THE GAME IS OVER! RECORD THIS IN YOUR LOG!





YOU RUN LOW ON FOOD SUPPLIES AND WATER AND NEED TO PURCHASE MORE














Note: You will need to find several websites on the climate, physical geography, animal habitat, and history of Idaho in order to complete this.





5. Compare and contrast the benefits as well hazards of your route with the actual routes which 


    migrants took along the Oregon Trail in Idaho.  Was your route better or worse?  Explain.  What 


    conclusions can you make about the importance of knowing the climate, physical terrain, animal


    habitats, and indigenous human populations when traveling?








Independence to Courthouse Rock:











Courthouse Rock to Chimney Rock:











Chimney Rock to Fort Laramie:











Fort Laramie to Independence Rock:











Independence Rock to Fort Bridger: 











Fort Bridger to Soda Springs:











Soda Springs to Fort Hall:











Fort Hall to Fort Boise:











Fort Boise to Whitman Mission:











Whitman Mission to the Dalles:











The Dalles to Oregon City:





T	This is the actual route.  Use this as reference only. You must attempt to create a better route in by thinking in terms of time, distance, availability of resources, and the physical terrain.





T	Map Scale:








