Average withdrawal dates

Average onset dates
Figure 5. Average monsoon onset and withdrawal dates (From Das, 1987)

Place: Monsoons of India

Across the arid plains of northern India, hot dry winds send grit and dust fly-
ing, blackening the sky. Soon the monsoon will arrive. Until then, tension Is
high as the temperature and the winds continue to rise. How does the
extreme nature of the monsoons affect India?

Monsoons are seasonal winds that change direc-
tion twice a year. The word monsoon is derived from
the Arabic mausim, meaning “season.” In Asia a
summer, or southwest, monsoon blows from mid-
May through September and brings heavy rains
from tropical oceans. A winter, or northeast, mon-
soon is a wind in the reverse direction, which begins
during October and brings cool, dry, continental air.

For rural India, the arrival of the monsoon signi-
fies the renewal of life. The monsoon can mean sur-
vival itself for farmers, since half of India’s arable

1. USE A DICTIONARY, DEFINE ARABLE

land depends solely on monsoon rains and asingle
growing season. When the monsoon is delayed,
drought and famine can affect millions of people.
Food prices then soar, causing inflation. Urban life,
can also be complicated by a delay in the arrival ¢¢
the monsoon. About half of India's electricity is gen
erated by hydropower and thus by the monscons
While the monsoon can sometimes skip entire
regions, a particularly harsh downpour can bring
cyclones and floods to low-lying coastlines.

2. WINDS OF SOUTH ASIA ARE CALLED

3. WHICH SEASON BRINGS THE WET WINDS?
4. USE A DICTIONARY AND DEFINE FAMINE

5. USE A DICTIONARY TO DEFINE CYCLONE

6. WHAT CAUSES THE WINDS TO BE WET?

7. HOW IS INDIA’S HYDRO-POWER LINKED TO THE MONSOONS?

8. WHAT IS INFLATION?




Focus on Place

Physical characteristics indude dimate, landforms, water forms, vege-

tation, and animal life, Monsoons are a distinguishing physical charac-
teristic of India. A cycle of air set in motion by temperature differences over
fand and sea produces the monsoon season, which in turn affects other
aspects of the nation’s physical environment. Erosion of land, for eample, is
a significant result of monsoons, in which topsoil is washed away to sea,
Exposed earth, especially in the mountains, cannot withstand the downpours
of the monsoon, leading to devastation of the physical environment with
dangerous fandslides and loss of vegetation.

You can describe a place by its physical and human characteristics.

What are some physical characteristics that describe a place?

Describe India’s monsoon season.

How would a delay in the arrival of the monsoon affect rural and urban Indians?

What aspects of Indian life are affected by the climate?

Critical Thinking

Monsoon forecasts have been called the most important predictions in
the world, yet the onset of the monsoon rains cannot be accurately predicted more than a few
days in advance. Why are these forecasts so crucial? How do you think these forecasts affect
people in India?

Why would Indians perceive rain and clouds differently from people in
the West?

Activity
With your classmates, brainstorm a list of seasonal changes in climate in the United States. How

do these changes affect physical and human environments in different parts of the country during
the year?




