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The Feudal System

|

| Introduction
* After winning at Hastings, Wil amjd’w
1. He needed to bring all the €ount
2. He needed to get money o

* He solved the first proble
* He solved the second probl&

Background to the problem: The Harrying of the North |
A. Orderic Vitalis was half NOMman, half §a He wrote:

"And so the English groaned aloud for thei igerty and plotted ceaselessly...
Some supported Prince EdgafF; the you 8 ! of Edward the Confessor.
Some went to Swegn, King o‘ Denmark, and™® Phim to invade the kingdom of
England".

e

B. The Anglo-Saxon Chronic
"William gave Northumberla
massacred him and 900 sold
where William surprised the
came with 240 ships and seiz
burned the castle".

e people of Durham

gdfthe rebels came to York,

of the city. Then the Danes

d hundreds of Normans and

C. Orderic Vitalis continues®
"William came to York only tg
the castles, and stopped at n
William shown such cruelty. 'LJ punished the innocent
along with the guilty. He ordefe d& and food be burned so that
the whole region north of the i dothingll live on. William fell on the
English of Yorkshire like a lio , ‘-;.»‘4 o @ien, old people, and young
men and women died of hungen.- ¥ fergmeals®d William in this book, but |
can say nothing good about t ‘ od will punish him".

had fled. The King repaired
he rebels. Nowhere had

-

D. Simeon of Durham was 2 '“ 1glo-S axpo . He wrote:
"There was so great a famine theai nen ate gl sh and horses, dogs and
cats. Some sold themselves @ SIavery™W s died on the roads. Corpses
rotted in the streets because &‘was ‘No-6 them".

A’ y |

onk: He wrote:
3vere with “m because they were so

tookf M st their wealth, then their

E. William of Malmesbury wa
"At times the King was quite
disloyal. This angered him and
land and finally, in some case

Tasks:
1. Do you think that the "Harrying of the jests that William was a good
King, or a bad King? Explain youranswer. ’

2. Which witness do you thin ‘the st rg ‘Consider the arguments for
and against each one to help ach a verg
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Reasons why we might
not trust them*

Orderic Vitalis

Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle

Simeon of Durham

William of Malmesbury

pe— |
*Who are they? Why are they Writing? Wh say?

The Feudal System

After defeating the Northern re
for the whole country called t y
Kings, Lords and Commoner:

ents of this system — with
2 to this very day!

n. You should then use this
ystem. For homework,

Your teacher will start with a
page to sketch out your own
produce a neat, coloured, lab

Discussion Point ‘ ‘
Does the Feudal system sug : gisja good or a bad King? Try to
see things from two sides! ; '

Extension Task "
* How is society organised tode : p-OWpduce another diagram
including yourself, teachers, pé il r / President / King / Queen /
God etc! \ '3
* From this, what has changed Since ' g8liod? What has stayed the
same? Should we keep the menarc AL sted so long?
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A PRIMARY SOURCE F?%AND — WHAT DOES IT

—
Ed
=

|

ffviﬁ ’ ; f\l@. ,{.

1. DESCRIBE in as much de

b you, EXPLAIN what you

Add further points from class di



