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  Ancient Mesopotamia Worksheet
Why settle in Mesopotamia?
Answer the following in complete sentences
Use your reading guide to find the correct answers.
*1.  Why do you think people choose to settle in areas with abundant natural resources?
	

	

	


*2.  What is the dictionary definition of crescent?  (There may be several definitions, so pick the most relevant).  Can you think of a food whose name in French means crescent?  Write it at the very bottom of the page if you can think of it.   
	

	

	


*3.  What are the natural boundaries of Mesopotamia?  Why do we call the land Mesopotamia?  (A natural boundary might be a mountain or some other object that is not manufactured.) 
	

	

	

	


4.  List four civilizations that have existed between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.  
	



				The Sumerians

*1.  Why do you think the Sumerians were attracted to the land between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers?
	

	

	



*2.  Write a paragraph that explains how the Sumerians developed a civilization.  Your paragraph must include a topic sentence, at least two support sentences, and a conclusion sentence.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	


3.  What is a city-state?
	

	

	


*4.  Why do you think farmland was not included inside walled city-states?
	

	

	


*5.  A siege occurs when an enemy surrounds a walled city.  The people inside the walls are safe from physical attack, but they face other problems.  What problems do you think people face while under siege?  (Try to be creative and think of something other than an obvious answer.)
	

	

	

	



6.  What was a ziggurat?
	

	

	




The Babylonians

Answer in complete sentences
Use your reading guide to find the correct answers.
*1.  Write a pictographic sentence that describes a phrase often associated with Hammurabi.
	

	


2. Why did Hammurabi have his laws engraved in stone and placed in a public place?
	

	

	


*3.  Imagine that Hammurabi controlled our society.  Where might a modern leader post his laws so that everyone would see them?
	

	

	


*4.  Imagine that a school board rules that students who arrive in class after the tardy bell are to be denied lunch and must be retained overnight at school without food or sleep.  Most people would agree that the punishment does not fit the crime, but if students and parents are notified of the law in advance, is it a fair law.  Defend your answer.  (Note: in responding to this question, you may refer to “the law” without fully describing its details.)
	

	

	

	


*4.  Was Hammurabi’s Code fair?  Defend your answer using facts from the article. 
	

	

	

	

	

	



