READ THE DOCUMENT “THE DYING ROOMS” THEN ANSWER THE
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

1. ACCORDING TO THE DOCUMENT WHAT IS THE CHINESE
GOVERNMENT DOING TO THEIR ORPHANS?

2. HOW DO CHINESE CHILDREN GET TO BE ORPHANS?

3. WHAT OFFICIAL POLICY WAS INSTITUTED BY THE CHINESE
GOVERNMENT IN 1979?
4. WHY WAS THIS POLICY PUT INTO PRACTICE?

5. WHAT IS THE GENDER OF THE MAJORITY OF ORPHANS FOUND
CHINESE ORPHANAGES?

6. ACCORDING TO THE DOCUMENT WHAT IS THE % OF GIRLS
THAT DISAPPEAR IN CHINA EACH YEAR?

7. WHO WATCHES OR SUPERVISES THE ORPHANS?

8. HOW DO CHILDREN DIE IN THE ORPHANAGES?

9. WHAT IS THE OFFICIAL PARTY POLICY REGARDING ORPHANS?

10.WHAT DO EXPERTS PREDICT WILL HAPPEN TO 1/5 OF
CHINESE MEN IN 20 OR 30 YEARS?




A
EYEWITNESS.
d 1ESS.,

In a shocking new documentary, a group of undercover
Jilmmakers charge that China is systematically killing
children in state-run orphanages

CHINA

BY XAREN M. PEART

he image on the TV screen is

one no viewer can easily for-

get. In Guandong Province,

one of China's richest

regions, an |8-month-old

. baby girl lies fighting for life

in a state-run orphanage. Her eyes are

covered in mucous, ber lips are

parched, and with every feeble cry her

skin sueiches tightly over her emaciat-
ed skeleton.

Her name is Mei Ming, which means

“no name” and she hus spent two

Scholastic Update

weeks tied up in urine-soaked blankets,
abandoned in a room the orphanage
staff calls the “dying room.” She will
eventually lose her barle with death
Her severely malnourished body will be
cremated and all evidence of her short
existence removed from the orphanage.

But Mei Ming's tragic death has not
been forgotten, thanks to a British doc-
Umentary team that entered her orphan-
age last year posing s American char-
ity fund-raisers. The footage the team
shot provided the first evidence that
China has been sysiematically elimi-
nating orphans in order 1o get rid of
unwanted children.

When the documentary, The Dying

Rooms, was first shown in Europe last
summer. it opened 2 new window on
China’s dismal human rights record.
The Chinese govemnment responded
by denying that the dying rooms exist.
They called the film a “parchwork of
lies™ and refused 1o allow the documen-
tary wam back into China. “We've been
blacklisted in China because we exposed
a well-kept secret and brought shame to
the Chinese government,” Kate Blewent,
2 member of the documentary team, told
UPDATE. “They allow abandoned chil-

then ignore the problem. We had to let
the world know.”

The documentary charges that mil-
lions of babies are abandoned and left
w die every year as a direct result of
govemment policy. In 1979, in an effort
to curb soaring population growth,
China cnposed stiff penalties on fami-




lies that have more than one child. A
woman who broke the rule faced huge
fines, and even forced abortion and
sterilization.

Most experts agree that China needs
some kind of family planning policy.
The country's population is already 1.2
billion and the current rate of growth
threatens o bring economic collapse,
environmental ruin, and famine.
Although China has now officially
repealed the one<hild policy, critics
say that in practice, couples are still
coerced into following iv

UNWANTED GIRLS
ost infants who are left to die in
orphanages are girls. The Chin-
ese traditionally place a higher
value on male children because name
and property are passed down through
the male line. A Chinese woman will
often be scolded by her mother-in-law
until she produces a son. and her hus-
band may well divorce her if she fails.
Many expectant parents determine
the sex of their unbom child early in
pregnancy. If the fetus is female. they
request an abortion. [f the familyv cannot
afford medical procedures 10 dztermine
their child's sex, they are forssd to wait
until the baby is delivered. If the baby is
male. thev often celebrate with fire-
works and a feast. If the baby is female.
it may be abandoned on a roadside or
drowned in a bucket of water.
According to experts interviewed by the
filmmakers. 15 million baby girls have
died this way. The Chinese govem-
ment’s own statistics show that 12 per-
cent of baby girls disappear each year.
Unwanted female infants who sur-
vive usually end up in one of China's 67
state-run orphanages. There. according
1o The Dying Rooms, their fae is barely
more humane. In one scene captured by
the filmmakers, baby girls are tied 10
b..mboo benches in the middle of a
e :tyard. Potties beneath the benches
€ :h their urine and excrement The
€. -dren will not be moved again until
the:" are lifted out at the end of the day
Ani tied 10 their beds.
Adult supervision is virtually absent
and older children torment younger ones
Out of sheer boredom. One scene in the

film shows an older child walking over
to a baby and hitting her seven times
without getting a reaction. “She had got-
ten used 10 the abuse and knew that no
one would come to her aid" says
Blewert. *I did not know human beings
could treat children with such contempt,
such cruelty. Some of the orphanages
we visited were linle more than death
camps.” The staff at one orphanage,
Blewen says, admirted that 90 percent
of its baby girls will end their lives there.

The film crew found Mei Ming in
one of the worst orphanages in China.
She was brought there by police offi-
cers who had found her abandoned.
The film alleges that she was then
selected for “summary resolution,” or
death, by deliberate starvation.

CHINA’S DENIAL

he Chinese government denies

that any such policy exists. In a

filmed rebumal, they claim that
Mei Ming was already malnourished
when she arrived at the orphanage. The
government insists that every effort
was made to save Mei Ming's life.
They accuse Blewent of killing the
child by leaving her uncovered while
the crew filmed.

“Dying rooms do not exist in China.”
says Chen Jian, a Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman. “It is extremely
unfair 10 pass off part of the story as the
entire story and defame China.” The
government refuses 1o release yearly
orphan-mortality figures,

Blewert and expents on population
policy say that China has little 10 gain
from the disappearance of baby giris. If
the deaths continue at the current rate.
they estimate, one-fifth of all Chinese
men will never find parmers. “China is
digging its own grave by killing off its |
girls” she says. “They're building an |
army of 17 million men with no girls 1o
masy. It's unnarural” !

Blewett says the children who
appeared in The Dying Rooms have dis-
appeared from the orphanages. Effons
to find out what happened 10 them have
been blocked. 1 don't think anyone
will ever know what happened to those
children.” she says. “The govermment
was sufficienty shocked by the film so
they probably removed the children
from the orphanages. so no one else can
confirm what we found. They say what
we filmed was a lie. but the picrures
speak for themselves. There are sc
many more Mei Mings in China." ®

A R —
A worker holds a baby In an mrmdatl
and understatfed Shanghal orphanage. J|
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“CHINESE HAPPILY BREAK 1-CHILD RULE BUT MUST PAY
UP”......READ THIS DOCUMENT THEN ANSWER THE
FOLLOWING.

1. IF YOU WANT MORE THAN ONE CHILD WHAT DOES THE CHINESE

GOVERNMENT MAKE THEM DO?

2. IN THE EARLY 1990’S HOW DID THE GOVERNMENT DEAL WITH

FAMILY PLANNING?

3. WHY IS ULTRASOUND ILLEGAL IN CHINA?

4. LIST TWO CITIES THAT STILL ENFORCE THE ONE CHILD POLICY?

(1) & (2)

5. WHAT ARE THE PENALTIES FOR HAVE MORE THAN ONE CHILD
IN THE ABOVE CITIES? (1)
)

6. MR. LI WORKS MAKING $100.00 A MONTH AT A PRIVATE

COMPANY, THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF WHAT ECONOMIC SYSTEM?

7. WHY DO MOST FAMILIES WANT A SECOND CHILD?

8. IN SOME CASES LOCAL OFFICIALS ENCOURAGE A 2™ CHILD,

WHY?




Chinese Happily
Break 1-Child Rule
But Must Pay Up

N Yook s wOT /0t

DAZU, China — At the end of a summer’s day, as a
dusky light tinged the old wooden stools scattered
around his open doorway, Li Feng gazed affectionately
at his young daughter and son playing outside.

“1 wanted at least two children,” said Li, a soft-faced
:::nd Whm;l;ohr: 3&3 th:lv'ﬁesmenbmnkerdwnﬂ;e

now is day, and his pocket. “For eight years,
we unly had one. Now, if you can afford the fine, you can
have an extra child.”

Like untold millions of other parents, Li and his wife,

Chu Lanping, are bending the rules of population con-
trol in China by having » second child. As
they were supposed to be content with one, but a little
determination and a little more cash now win permis-
sion from local officials for one more.
_ In many parta of China, the one-child policy is melt-
ing away. The country’s strict population control pro-
gram, begun in the late 1970s and by no means gone, is
becoming significantly looser in many places because —
as with 30 much in China today -~ relentless economic
growth is eroding the old system of control over ordinary
people’s lives, creating loupholes large and small.

Rather than spurring an explosive
increase in the country’s overall
population, however, economic
growth seems also to be reducing
the number of children born to mil-
lions of othes families, as they break
out of the poverty that has tradition-
ally encouraged childbearing.

For every family like the Lis that
has two children instead of one,
there are other families in the coun-
tryside choosing to have two chil-
dren instead of, say, five, and urban
couples who are having none at all.

China's total population of 1.22
billion, the largest in the world, ap-
pears to be growing steadily each
year at just over 1 percent, or about

13 million, and officials express con-
fidence that they will stay well with-
in their target of 1.3 billion by 2000. ;

At the seme tima damaaranhers

say that an unknown number ot
births go uncounted, leaving official
statistics alightly unreliable.

In the past, local family-plan-
ning goals were sometimes enforoed
brutally. Forced abortions and ster-

frequently reported in the early

19808, especially in small villages
wherea

who was in charge.
1tis that image of China that has

provoked strong objection from reli-
gious and political groups in the
United States, where thousands
Chinese apply for political asylum
each year by asserting that being
Limited toone child is a form of polit-
ical ¢

Yet the worst excesses of local of-
ficials seem to have diminished in
recent years, and millions of Chi-
nese who want multiple children
are now having them.

In a country where baby girls
have traditionally been neglected or
abandoned in favor of boys, reports
that the one-child policy spurved the

tor even murder of ba-

by girle caused great concern. Yet

. the curyent ratio — 106.6 males for

‘every 100 females in China — is still

lower than in 1930, when the ration

was 108.5 males, or in 1963, when it
was IW:G.

would allow couples to learn the sex
of a fetus and abort females at a
greater rate than males, Chinese of-

The one-child policy is nﬁllm.
ly enforced in the nation's largeat
cities like Shanghai and Bejjing,
where penaities for having a second
child remain onerous, like loss of a
job and a fine equivalent to
years'salary for each parent,

and towns like Dazu, tucked deep in
China's interior in Sichuan
Province, where things are chang-
ing.

local official wanted to show .

Not loag ago, local Communist
Party officials wieldedhwido power
over people’s private li telling
them when to marry, p:;'uh or

sonal nuthaitynmmﬁllﬁ’:z
national policies.

Nowadays, people like Li, who
earns $100 a month at a private
company instead of the $25 he used
tnmakeatnmto—mn&ctomm
ily because they no longer control
his job, or his grain rations,

At the same time, an state subsi-
dies to local governments dwindle,
many local officials have turned to
money-making and found it & better
route to influence than the old way
of cowing residenta with threats
and pressure. As a result, in count-
less towna and provincss, officials
now accept a flat fee in exchange for
permission to bear an extra child.

In the case of Li, a second child
brought a fine of $1,200, a large but
affordable sumYbocause he bor-
rowed from family members. Li,
who eaid part of Ais desire for a sec-
ond child was a wish for a son, said
he (aced none of the other pt
that used to accompany -
forts to discourage extra childbear-

ng.

“They didn't try to talk us out of
it,” said Li, 32, referring to the local
family-planning officials. “They just

1.
!

|

\

wanted to be sure we would pay the
fine.”

In other places, officials have ag-
gressively encouraged reaidents to
have a second or third child so fines
could be imposed. The money col-
loctod belongs to the local govern.
ment and so may sometimes be
spent by the same officials who levy

Mizhuang, a village in Henan
Province, local officials enco
severpl residents to have extra chil-
dmnﬁnumldbomlhaad-nd
then

g.hin year because the fine might be
increased in the future,” said the

newspaper Fortnightly Talks. “The

phenomenon occurred not only 1
Mizhuang but in many other
places, and the reason wus aimple

Officials at China’s State Fam:
ly-Planning Commission inaist that
the broader policy of strongly en
couraging population control hur
not changed and that "money (or
children™ cases are discouraged
But they say the government’s ap
proach to enforcement has shifted
over the last five yoars.
pl."You can't i t.hm;;an peo-

anymare; you have to try to per
suade them,” said Wang Guoqiang.
director of the Policy Legialation Dv-
partment at the State Family-Plan
ning Commission in Beijing. “Reln
tions between the local governument
and the people are changing greatly
and this is precisely why we arc
changing our methods.”




