













 
Lesson Title:  The Three Gorges Project	











Author:  Alice King








Class and Grade level(s):  World Geography, grades 9-12





Goals and Objectives - The student will be able to:





Knowledge


Identify and describe the Three Gorges Project


Analyze the problems of such a massive project


Analyze the advantages and disadvantages of building the Three Gorges Project


Attitude


Perceive benefits to be derived by the project and yet see the dangers that the project can lead to. Thus students will be faced with the ambiguity of the project itself














Curriculum standards addressed:  





Kansas Geography Standards Benchmark 4:  The student will understand how economic, cultural, political and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation and conflict.


National Geography Standards:  The geographically informed person knows and understands


14   How human actions modify the physical environment


16  The changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources.


18  How to apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future








Time required/class periods needed:  	6-7 Class periods











Primary source bibliography:





“China’s Three Gorges” by Arthur Zich,  National Geographic, September 1997, Vol 192, No. 3 pgs. 8-33





“Three Gorges, the Biggest Dam in the World”, Justin Albert, producer, Discovery Channel video #515007





“Should the Sian River Dam be Funded?”  Simulation, World Geography: Building a Global Perspective, Enrichment Manual,  Prentice Hall,  2002








Other resources used:  n/a





Required materials/supplies:    All materials needed are found in the bibliography

















Vocabulary: n/a








Procedure:





Introduction


A look at modern day China and one of her most ambitious projects since the building of the Great Wall will be attempted in this unit.  An evaluation of this controversial project and it’s impact on China and her future will be attempted through a simulation, readings and a video which are all related to the Three Gorges project.  





Procedure


To first acquaint the students with this complex project of building the largest dam in the world and it’s various impacts a simulation will be introduced to help them become decision makers in the process.


In “Should the Sian River Dam be Funded?” students will work with issues of international development, the environment, and technical data as they decide whether to lend a poor nation the money to build a dam.  Roles to be played are directors of the International Bank of Development, as they listen to engineers, and scientists.  They will study anthropological reports, peaceful use certification, labor certification and public testimony excerpts and cost-benefit analyses.  They then decide to grant the loan, reject it, or approve it with conditions.  This will not only acquaint the students with some of the issues and conflicts involved but with the whole decision making process.  This will entail 4-5 class periods.


Next the students will be given excerpts from the National Geographic article with a reading guide to assist them.  Discussion will then follow on some of the questions from the reading guide. ( 1-2 periods) 


After the discussion then students will see the “The Gorges Dam: The Biggest Dam in the World”.  Upon completion of the video the students will write an essay or possibly hold a debate on the merits of building the Three Gorges dam.








Assessment/evaluation: Students will be assessed on the following:





Evaluation will be done on their simulation roles and their decision making and justification for their decision, either oral or written.


Evaluation will be conducted through the discussion of the excerpts from the National Geographic article and their responding to the reading guide questions.


A final evaluation will be made either in essay form or in a debate by the class concerning whether the Three Gorges Dam should be built





 

















