READ THE HUMAN RIGHTS DOCUMENT THEN ANSWER THE
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS..

1. USE A DICTIONARY, LOOK UP THE TERM (UNALIENABLE)

2, WHAT U.S. DOCUMENT IS UNALIENABLE FOUND IN?

3. LIST TWO HUMAN RIGHTS - &

4. WHAT IS A CIVIL RIGHT?

LIST ONE CIVIL RIGHT -

5. WHAT HAPPENED TO CIVIL RIGHTS DURING THE 19™ AND 20™
CENTURIES?

6. POST WWIL. WHAT WORLD ORGANIZATION PUSHED THE HUMAN
RIGHTS IDEA?
7. THE GREEKS AND THE ROMANS DIVIDED LAWS INTO TWO

CATEGORIES.... THE LAWS OF & THE

LAWS OF

WHICH SET OF WAS MORE IMPORTANT TO THEM?

8. WHAT DOCUMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN 1948?

9, LIST TWO COLLECTIVE RIGHTS THAT ARE LISTED BY THE1948
DOCUMENT &

10. THE CONCEPT OF SOCIAL RIGHTS GREW OUT OF (FINISH THE
SENTENCE)

LIST TWO SOCIAL RIGHTS...

&




HUMAN RIGHTS DOCUMENT

HUMAN RIGHTS. A right may be defined as something to which an individual has
a just claim. The American Declaration of Independence states that "all men . . . are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness." This is a brief statement about human
rights in contrast to civil rights. Human rights are those that individuals have by
virtue of their existence as human beings. The right to life itself and the basic
necessities of food and clothing may be considered fundamental human rights,

Civil, or legal, rights are those granted by a government. The right to vote at age
18 is a civil right, not a human right (see Civil Rights). In the course of the 19th and
20th centuries there was a broadening of the concept of human rights to include
many rights formerly regarded as civil,

Historical Background

The term human rights came into common use only after World War IL It was
made current by the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
published in 1948. As a term human rights replaced natural rights, a very old
concept, and the related phrase rights of man, which did not necessarily include the
rights of women.

Most scholars trace the origin of the concept of natural rights to ancient Greek
and Roman thought. In the literature and philosophy of both Greece and Rome
there are abundant statements acknowledging laws of the gods and of nature, and
such laws were understood to take precedence over laws made by the state.

Definitions of Rights

The general acceptance of human rights led to a widespread agreement on certain
fundamental assumptions about them. (1) If a right is affirmed 2s 2 human right
rather than a civil right, it is understoed to be universal, something that applies to
all human beings everywhere. (2) Rights are understood to represent individual and
group demands for the sharing of political and economic power. (3) It is agreed that
human rights are not always absolute: they may be limited or restrained for the
sake of the common good or to secure the rights of others. (4) Human rights is not
an umbrella term to cover all personal desires. (5) The concept of rights often
implies related obligations. Thomas Jefferson noted that eternal vigilance is the
price of liberty. Therefore, if individuals would maintain their freedom, their duty is
to guard against political, religious, and secial activities that may restrict their
rights,

Acceptance of fundamental assumptions has not lessened disagreement on which
rights can be classified as human rights. Historically the debate has been carried on




about three categories: individual, social, and collective, Individual rights refers to
the basic rights to life and liberty mentioned in the Declaration of Independence.
Social rights broadens this concept to include economic, social, and cultural rights.

Collective, or solidarity, rights has come into prominence since the end of World
War I, the collapse of old colonial

Individual rights. These rights were best described by the 17th- and 18¢th-century
political theorists such men as John Locke in England, Montesquieu in France, and
Jefferson and others in the United States. They are the rights to life, liberty, privacy,
the security of the individual, freedom of speech and press, freedom of worship, the
right to own property, freedom from slavery, freedom from torture and inkuman
punishment, and similar rights as spelled out in the first ten amendments to the
United States Constitution. Basic to individual rights is the concept of government
as a shield against encroachment upon the person. Little is demanded from
government but the right to be lef¢ alone. Government is not asked for anything
except vigilance in safeguarding the rights of its citizens.

Social rights. This concept of rights grew out of the socialist and Communist
criticisms of capitalism and its perceived economic injustices: low wages, long
working hours, unsafe working conditions, and child labor, among others. Social
rights make demands on government for such things as quality education, jobs,
adequate medical care, social-insurance programs, housing, and other benefits.

Basically they call for a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of
the individual and the family.

Collective rights. The late 20th-century world is an interdependent community of
nations. Collective rights, as stated in the Universal Declaration of 1948, urge the
right to political, economic, social, and cultural self-determination; the right to
peace; the right to live in a healthful and balanced environment; and the right to
share in the Earth's resources. There is also the demand by some Third World
nations for a global redistribution of wealth and political power (see Third World).
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n
m READ THE DOCUMENT HARRY WU: THE OUTLOOK FOR CHINA, HUMAN "

" RIGHTS, THEN ANSWER THE PROVIDED QUESTIONS. .
n ||
" .
E 1. WHO IS THE FATHER OF COMMUNISM? Ei
® 2. WHAT COUNTRY IS HE FROM? "
" 3. ACCORDING TO MR. WU WHAT HAPPENED TO COMMUNISM? ”
" .
" 4. ACCORDING TO THIS 1996 SPEECH WHAT DOES CHINA DO WITH ”
" ITS HUGE PROFITS? & ”
" .
" 5. WHAT HUMAN RIGHT WAS VIOLATED WHEN MR. WU WAS ”
" IMPRISONED? ”
" 6. DEFINE (TOTALITARIAN) USE A DICTIONARY IF NEEDED. .
; "
" 7. WHAT IS A (LAOGAI) CAMP? .
" .
" 8. WHY DOES HARRY WU WANT THE TERM LAOGAI IN EVERY u
" DICTIONARY AND LANGUAGE AROUND THE WORLD? .
" .
E 9. LIST TWO PRODUCTS THAT COME FROM LA0OGAI CAMPS. Ei
" & u
E 10. THE USE OF PRISONERS TO DO WORK IS REFERREDTOAS
n LABOR. "

n WHAT BENEFIT DOES THE GOVERNMENT OF CHINA GAIN VS.
" USING REGULAR WORKERS? ::




Harry Wu: The Outlook for
China, Human Rights

Author and human rights activist Harry Wu was imprisoned in China for
19 vears because of his criticisms of the Communist regime. The excerpt
below is trom a speech Wu delivered in 1996.

Sometimes people ask me, “What are you fighting for?” And my
answer is quite simple. I want to see the word laogai in every diction-
ary in every language in the world; I want to see the laogai ended. , . .

The economic boom made possible by capitalism makes profits for
both the West and China. But despite the huge profits earned by
China’s external trade, ordinary people enjoy only a tiny part. The
communist government puts most of the profits into upgrading its
weapons systems, into internal and external political activities, and
into maintaining the nation’s political stability. . . .

: Today, a specter is hovering over Mainland C hina—capitalism.
i e Communism is dead: it is no longer believed in by the Chinese in gen-

e T eral nor even by the majority of Communist Party members. The “capi-
talistic” economic boom has made the superstructure of the communist
regime appear pretty on the outside, but its pillars are heavily dam- '
aged. Looming in front of China are some huge crises. ‘

At the core of the human rights question in China today is China’s
_fundamental machinery for crushing human beings physically, psycho-
logically and spiritually: the laogai camp system, of which we have.
identified 1,100 camps. It is also an integral part of the national econ-
omy. [ts importance is illustrated by some basic facts: one third of
China’s tea is produced in laogai camps; 60 percent of China’s rubber
vulcanizing chemicals are produced in a single laogai camp in
Shanghai; the first and second chain hoist works in the country to
receive direct export authority are laogai camps in Zhejiung Province;
one of the largest and earliest exporters of hand tools is a campin
Shanghai; an unknown but significant amount of China'’s cotton crop
is grown by prisoners. I could go on and on and on. . . . The laogai is
not simply a prison system, it is a political tool for maintaining the
Communist Party’s totalitarian rule.




Jounalist imprisoned for five years is released by China in time for Albright visit
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- WHAT IS THIS PICTURE CALLED? A GRAPHIC ORGANIZER, A
POLITICAL CARTOON, AN ATLAS, A CHART...CIRCLE THE CORRECT
ANSWER.

- WHAT NATION IS BEING ACCUSED OF A HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION?

- WHO IS THE PRISONER BEING RELEASED FROM PRISON?
. WHAT WAS SHE PUT IN PRISON FOR?
- LOOK UP THE TERM JOURNALIST (USE A DICTIONARY)

. HOW MANY YEARS DID THE INDIVIDUAL SPEND IN PRISON?
. WHAT HUMAN RIGHT WAS VIOLATED?
. LIST ANOTHER HUMAN RIGHT NOT DISCUSSED IN THIS DOCUMENT

. IN THE U.S. OUR HUMAN RIGHTS ARE PROTECTED BY THIS
DOCUMENT, LIST THE DOCUMENT.
10. WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF THIS DOCUMENT?




