	Brigham Young Leads the Mormons West
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Brigham Young
	The decision was made. The Mormons would leave Illinois in Spring 1846, their destination – Salt Lake City Utah. 15,000 people, 2,250km – not an easy task. This was made tougher when increased persecution meant that an advance group had to leave immediately.

The advance group were to reach the banks of the Missouri river, establish a camp and plant crops to feed the people through the winter. By the time the first group reached the Winter Camp many were suffering from disease and some had died. It was the same for those who followed.

	Source 1

The fever prevailed to such extent that hardly any escaped from it. They left their cows un-milked. They wanted for voices to raise the psalms on Sundays…Here at one time the digging got behind, burials were slow, and you might see women sit in the open tents keeping the flies off their dead children some time after decomposition had set in. But the worst part of the journey was yet to come. From an account of the Winter Camp by a US army officer

	Preparations

At the Winter Camp, the entire winter was spent building wagons, buying oxen and collecting food and equipment for the journey to Salt Lake valley.

	Organisation

Brigham Young was a brilliant organiser. He grouped families into groups of 100. These were further divided into 50s and then 10s. Each group of 10 was to be led by a captain. People were taught how to drive the wagons in columns and to form circles. Brigham’s instructions were very strict.
	Source 2

At 5am the bugle is to be sounded as a signal for everyone to rise and attend prayers before he leaves his wagon. Then cooking, eating, feeding teams etc until seven o’ clock, at which the camp is to move at the sound of the bugle. ..No man to be permitted to leave his wagon without permission from his officer. At 8.30pm the bugle to be sounded again at which time all to have prayers in the wagons and to retire to rest by 9pm. From Brigham Young’s orders for the journey across the Plains
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	The wagon train crossed the Plains following the Oregon trail. Once through the Rocky Mountains, Young looked over the valley that was to be their final destination. 

	Source 3

My feelings were such as I could not describe. Everything looked gloomy and I felt heart sick. Weak and weary as I am, I would rather go a thousand miles farther than remain in such a desolate and forsaken spot as this. Brigham Young’s sister-in-law’s first reaction to Salt Lake valley.


	Standard

1. Why did Brigham Young make the decision to move the Mormons to the west?

2. Which route did the Mormons follow and which states did it pass through?

3. Which of the sources are primary sources?

4. Explain what information we can learn from each of the sources?



	

	Higher

1. What does source 2 tell us about Brigham Young’s character?

2. What further evidence is there on the sheet to back this up?

3. Explain why it was necessary to establish the Winter camp.

4. What hardships did the Mormons face on their journey west?

5. What does source 3 tell us about Salt Lake Valley?

	


