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Use che eters to M. Roosevel to answr the following questions.

1. Tdentify specific ways that the children ried o convince Mrs. Roosevels thatthey were
‘uniquely worday of ber help.

‘Wit does this reveal about the children’s values?

‘Do children todsy hold similar valuesto the children in the leters?

4 Whatabout these ltters stood out fo you?

5. Didyou sirongly identify with one child's leter? Why or why not?
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Port Morris NI
March 20, 1934

My Dear Mis. Roosevel,

Do yourealize that "Easter”is at hand? Do you realize how many hearss are broken on this
account? Do you realize how hard is going to be for most people? Like me, for instance, Lam a
‘young girl of fifeteen and T need a coat. 5o bad I have no motey, nor any means of geting any.
My father has been out of work for o years.

My brother works on the CTW_A. but he s, or rather has been,insane in an asylun and has taken
most o our money. My mother gets fit'when T ask her to buy me something new. Poor motker,
T sypathize with her because it has been very hard on her, this depression, and having oo money

atall but debts piling up onus. T want o tellyou sometbing: We were once the richest people in
our town but now, we are the lowest, considered, the wrst people of Port Morri.

For Esster some iends of mine are thinking of geting new out-its and just bave fo lsten to
them How I wish I could have a least a coar, That would cost about $3.00 at least. I need a dress
Twant oze and it only cost $.79 cents. Dear Eleanor how I wish I had this coat and cress for
Easter Twould be the happest g love you so much.

Please send me about $6.00
Tthank you so much.

Ac,
Pert Morris

March 24, 1934
My dear Miss C.

Mrs. Roosevel asks me to acknowladge your ltter and o express her egret that because of the
great nunber of similar requests she receives, she has found it impossible to comply with them,
‘ch as she would like 0 assst all those who appeal to her Assuring you of Mrs. Rooserelt's
sympathy, Tam

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary 0
Mrs. Roosevelt
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Granette, Ask.
Nov. 6, 1936

Dear Mss. Roosevelt

Tam writing o you for some of your old soiled dresses if you have any. As L ama poor gl who
bas to stay out of school. On account of dresses and skips aud a coat. T am in the severh grade
ot T have to stay ot of school becanse I ave o books or clothes to ware. 1 am in need of
dresses and slips and a coat very bad.If you have any soiled clothes that you dou' want to ware [
would be very glad to get them. But please do not et the news paper reporters ge hold of tis i
any way and T wil keep it fom geting out here 5o there will be no one else o get hold of it But
o ot let my name get out i the paper. L am thirteen years old

Yours Traly.
Miss L H
Graverte, Ak
)

oA H

Reply to the leter
Noversber 13, 1936
My dear Miss H:

Mrs. Roosevelt and her Secretary are away and n thei absence T have been asked to
acknowledge their mail

Thnow Mes. Roosevel: would be very sorry to hear of your diffculties. However, she would be
‘unable to comply with you request s there are certan persons to whorn she sends the clothing
for which she has no frther use

Very sincerely yours,
o0 signature]
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Albertvlle, Als,
Jemuary 11936

Dear Mss. Roosevel,

For some time T have wished t0 be againted with you_ Or merly t receive a leter fom you. T
baved wish much to see you, but 23 1 am a poor gl and have never been out of our tate that will
be impossible  guess.

Mrs. Roosevelt since I have been in high school I have been studying modern things and
comveniences. T took your family for my stady. I have found the study to be the most nteresting
subjects I could have found. In the study L at all times know where you are, by reacing all papers
Tfind at school and elsewhere. T find what you are doing. You may never had given this
thongh, bt to think over our daily lives there is 2 good story o .

My Ife has been & story to me and most of th fime a miserable one. When Iwas 7 years old my
father Ieft for 2 law schiool and never retumed. This eaving my mother and 4 children, He left us
a small farm, but f could ot keep s up. For hen we weat back to mother's people the remters
would not give us part. and we were sill dependent. 1 have been shoved to pillov to post that I
feel very relieved to getoffto my self

Tamnowr 15 years old and in the 10¢h grade. T have always been smart but I never kad s chance
asall o us i 5o poor. T hope to complete my edueation, but T il have to quit school I guess if
thereis 1o clothes can be bought. (Don't think that we are o the relef) Mother has been. 2
fattful servent forus o keep us fo gather. I don' see how she has made i

Mrs Roosevelt, don'tthink Tam just begging. but that s all you can cal it guess. There is 1o
ham n asking T guess eather. Do you have any old clothes you have throwed back. You don't
realze how honored T would feel fo be wearing your clothes. [ don't have 2 coat at all 0 wear.
“The clorhes may be too large bt I can cut them dorwn 50 I can wear them. Not only clothes but
old shoes, hats, hose. and under wear would be appreciated so much 1 have three brothers that
wwould appreciate any old clothes of your boys or husband. Twish you could see the part of North
Alabama now. The dees, groves, and every thing is covered with ice and snow. It s 3 very pretty
scene. But Oh, how cold it s here. People can harly stay comfortable.

Tl close now as it about mail tine. T hope to hear from you soon.(ans real soon)

Your frend,
ML
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My dear Miss I

Mrs. Roosevelt asks me to acknowladge your ltter and to express her egret that because of the

great mumber ofsimilar requests, she bas found it impossible to comply with ther, mauch a3 she

would liketo assstal those who appel fo her

Assuring you of Mrs. Roosevelfs sympathy, Lam

Very sincerely yours,

Malvina T. Schieider

Secretary ©0
Mrs. Roosevelt
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March29- 1935

Dear Mrs. Roosevels. T am writing you s itle leter this morning. Are you glad it i spring T am.
For 3o manny poor people can raise some more to eat. You no what 1 am writng this letter for
Mother said Mrs. Roosevelt is a God mother to the world and T though mabe you had some old
clothes You no Mother is 2 good sevver and al the il girls are getting Easter cresses. And 1
though you had some youno_papa could wear M. Rooseveltshirs and cloth I no. My papa like
Mr. Roosevelt and Morther said Mr. Roosevel carry his worries with a smile You no he s always
happy. Youno we are notliving on the relef we live on a lle . papa did have a job And
ot aid on 5 yrs ago 50 we save and got fwo horses and 2 cows and & bog so we can al e food
Sruffwe can ever thing to eatsome time we don't have i thing but we Live. But you no it 5o
hard 0 get cloth. So  though mabe you had some. You o what you though was o good Mother
can make over forme Iam 11 y7 old Thave 2 brother and a sister 14 y7 old. I wish I could see
‘you Ino Twould ke you both. And shoes Mother wears 6 or 61/2. And papa wear 9. We have
20 caror n0 phone or Radio papa be would ke to have a adio but he said there i ofher hing be
need more. papa i worried about his seed ogts. And one horse s not very good. But ever one
has't o worrie, T am send thisleter with the pemne T get to take to Sunday school Motber give
me one So it took 3 week. Cause mother would thnk I bette not sk for things fom the the first
Lady. But mother sad you was an angle for doing 5o mauch forthe poor. And  though that would
e al e this is some paper my teacher gave for Xamas. My add is

cvs.
Rushsyhanis, Ohio

Reply to the leter
April3, 1035

My dear Miss V. B.

Mrs. Roosevelt asks me to acknowladge your ltter and to express her regret that because of the

great mumber ofsimilar equests, she bas found it impossible o comply with ther, tauch a3 she

would liketo assstal those who appel fo her

Assuring you of Mrs. Roosevelfs sympathy, Lam

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary ©o
Mis. Roosevelt
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Port Morris NI
March 20, 1934

My Dear Mis. Roosevel,

Do yourealize that "Easter”is at hand? Do you realize how many hearss are broken on this
account? Do you realize how hard is going to be for most people? Like me, for instance, Lam a
‘young girl of fifeteen and T need a coat. 5o bad I have no motey, nor any means of geting any.
My father has been out of work for o years.

My brother works on the CTW_A. but he s, or rather has been,insane in an asylun and has taken
most o our money. My mother gets fit'when T ask her to buy me something new. Poor motker,
T sypathize with her because it has been very hard on her, this depression, and having oo money

atall but debts piling up onus. T want o tellyou sometbing: We were once the richest people in
our town but now, we are the lowest, considered, the wrst people of Port Morri.

For Esster some iends of mine are thinking of geting new out-its and just bave fo lsten to
them How I wish I could have a least a coar, That would cost about $3.00 at least. I need a dress
Twant oze and it only cost $.79 cents. Dear Eleanor how I wish I had this coat and cress for
Easter Twould be the happest g love you so much.

Please send me about $6.00
Tthank you so much.

Ac,
Pert Morris

March 24, 1934
My dear Miss C.

Mrs. Roosevel asks me to acknowladge your ltter and o express her egret that because of the
great nunber of similar requests she receives, she has found it impossible to comply with them,
‘ch as she would like 0 assst all those who appeal to her Assuring you of Mrs. Rooserelt's
sympathy, Tam

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary 0
Mrs. Roosevelt
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Aprl 27,1935

Dear Mss. Rooserel:

Tam appealing to you because I know you might be able to help me. ] radate tis year and I
bavent enough money to buy a ress. I give all L eam for food for the family.

Thave been worried and thisi the only solution T could come to. T need a light dress and as Tam
quite litle T would need about size 14 o 13 in dresses. 1 would think it was the grace of God if
received just a plain il gradustion dress

Il Eave to get along without white shoes although T've shvays craved a pair of pumps size 5112
or 5sthat T never will getuntl T get a job which Twill work very hard o get.

If kad a ot of money I would fake up @ murses course and work for chariy. Just o get the
‘pleasure of healng people.

Graduste May 28, 35

P.S. 1t only because T hateto go on the stage with the other girl in my shabby dress. My father
works when be s able.

Your Pleaing Friead
MissEB.
Bangor, Michigan

Reply to the leter
May 81935

My dear Mis B,

Mrs. Roosevelt has asked me to acknowledge your letter for he. She i very sony indeed that

she camnot comply with your wishes, but awing o the arge munber of similar requess, it is

impossible for her to do as you ask

Assuring you of her regret Tam

Very sincerely yours
Secretary to Mss. Roosevelt (MLT)
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Clizton, Tennessee

Jemuary 26,1936

Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mrs. Roosevel
‘You may think I am a very insignificant person fo be wifing to & person of your standing and
ability but by reading your article and hearing your talks [ kmow you are real and have an interest

i people even my dear ltle needy boys and girl of the mountain schools.

Tam Rural Supervisor of schools iy county. T have forty schools to supervise. Due to
nsufficient clothing and food many are unable o attend schools

Ivish it were possible for you o see some of the conditions. It not uncommon for  child to
bave but one dress or one shirt. They kave o stay at home the day the mother laundries them.

Tam just wishing that in some of your groups that i would be possible to interest them in our
needs. The Save the Children Fund, with hesdgparters in New York, has helped me some. Many
children of my schools would be unable to ttend school had it not been for this organization.

Thope you will not consider me e for writing T have my heartin the work.Trealize 2 hungry
o7 cold child cannot leam to0 mnich.

ours very mly
CB.S.

Jemuary 31,1936
My dear Miss S

Mrs. Roosevel asks me to acknowladge your leter and to tell you that she read it with
sympathetic inerest. Mich as she would Hke to help you, ske finds it mnpossible to do so, 85 &ll
the money she Las to give has been pledged and llocated.

Assuring you of Mrs. Roosevelf's regret, Lam

Very sincerely yours,
Malvina T Scheider, Secretary to Mrs. Rooserelt
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Tuly 27,1958

Dear Mss. Rooserel:

Tam a poor colored gl who thinks quite a Lot of you and your fanuly, and Tknow you have done
alot for my race and we appreciate i iumensely.

Now Laz going to sk you o personal favors which 1 hope you can do. The fixst is: will you
Jind my daddy a job as cretaker and gardener on an estate or 3 @ janior of a club or theater? He
can'tfind oze axd we can't afford to put an advertisement n the papers. He has sisteen years
experience.

‘The second thing L want o ask you to do for me is a b favor but I do hope and pray you will do
.My sfuation 5 s follows: 1 am  girl who livesin t1is smal tovn called OId Saybrook. Lwas
bomm here and have lived kere all of my life. In Jume of 1935, I was gradated from the Old
Saybrook High School and in Jumne of 1936, I was post gradsated fom the sam bigh school.
Now I desire to continue my education by stuying theology” a the "Moody Theological
College” in Chicago. Upon graduation from Moody College I would Like to become & foreign
Missionary or professional quoi singer of teacher.

Tam amsbitious and determined to sscceed, and because I am determined o succeed and.
ambitious T am writing to sk you ifyou will and could please fiance my expenses for me. You
don't know what i would mean o mie if you would do i or me. You see, I could't bring my self
0ask just any body t0 do this. T had to ask some one who has money and some one who i good
and kind to colored people and does not hate them. You know a3 well as 1 do that a ot of the
white people hate the colored peaple, so ] couldn' sk just anybody like a white gifl could.
Therefore I was doomed until T thought i you. T hope you won' think T am bold m asking you to
do this for me.

Twould try to complete my course in about 2 112 years. There is no charge fo ition. But Tmust
‘pay for my soom and board which would be sbovt seven (7) dollrs @ week. Then I must pay for
incidentals etc. T igure that if you would alow me ten (10) dollars a week  could make my ends
meet. We go to school Fom setember to the first week in August. Negros are not allowed to stay
at the dormitories so T would have to room.and boad outside. The superintenden said that he
would find me 3 suitable place to stay. Then I would need about eight dollars (S8) extra o have
fou of my testh fixed before  can get my doctors certiicate in and checked by Moody College.

Twould ke to go this fal in September so Twish you would let me hear from youright away. T
have been out of school 2 years aeady and would not ke o keep waitng. I thed to get a ob
ut nome of the people wanted me because I have no experience in house wark. Now 1t 0o late:
for me to get a job because August is here and it will soon be September.
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We went tough the depression without asking fo reief. Lregistered Jamuary 144 for
‘unemploment compensstion. and alfbough promised $6.25 a week, have not received a cent a5
yet

‘Won't you please grant me the afore mentioned favor, please make it a personl favor, Mrs
Roosetelt, forif you would refer it o a local agency, T would suffer untold delay and.
embarrassment

Altough we are poor, we 7y to hold off embarmassment, for you knowr it s "hard o be broke, and.
barder to sdmit 2"

Please grant me this favor and I wil ever be

Gratefully yours
DB,

“Thisis ot inended o publication:

Reply to the leter
February 15, 1938

My dear Mis B,

Mrs. Roosevelt has asked me to acknovledge your ltter which she read with sympathy. She is

indeed somry to know of your difficult siuation, but regrefs that she wnable o lend you the money

needed. The munber of demands on her resources make i impossible fo her t respond to the

‘many requests fo loans, much as she would ke o do 5o

Mrs. Roosevel suggests that you get in touch with the National Youth Aduministration, and the

Unied States Employment Service, Deparment of Labor, as these agencies may be sble o assist

‘youn finding enployment

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary 0
Mrs. Roosevelt
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Febuary 12,1638

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
Washington DC.

Dear Mss. Roosevelt
On Jamuary 15t T was layed offfrom my work leaving my father the whole support of our fuly.
st recently he was cut down o three days a week wih & cut in salary. With seven of s in the

‘Family it s Just sbout impossible for s to ive on this amount.

My mother has been sick for over fwo months having had a nervous breakdown and we are
‘unable to buy or furnish her with the medicine required fo her recovery

Tam 18 years of age the oldest gil in the fanily, and it just seems impossible for me to get a job.
any whete. L have been to Mill, Stores and Firmis of all sorts. 1 am wlling and able o work. Can
Surnish excellent eferences but a thi fime of the year it just seems impossible o find work

We are so i debt and each week the billsare piling higher and higher tha it justseems s if
there was mo way out.

We must make 2 pay ment on our furniture bill. And if it st paid soon they will be out any day
for our furmiture. And on top of his we are bebind in ow rent.

Ttwould be abig help ifwe could get some of our bill paid on a5 they arealready impatient for
their money.

1f you could help us ot with fom $35.00 to $50.00 T believe we would be the happiest family in
heworld.

We have a good respectable family, none of us have ever been i any Touble, and our characters
are above reproach.

w back as much

Tust s soon as I get back to work and the famsly on their feet again I will pay .
avieek 35 possible unt] your kind favor has been Aully repaid.

My father's work has been very poor for the past year. He is an advertsing salesman, and bis
‘work right now i practially nothing: and as he has had kidey trouble for some tim, taking
more than ke could make, or medicine. He L been improving recenty, since he had histesth
extracted, and s looking forovard to b but which will not be available for 2 month or more.
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Centercale R1
Aprl 17,1038

Dear Mss. Roosvelt

Tam writing o you t ask a b faver, the biggest fvor anybody can ask. L would like to know if
‘you would pay my way to Hollywood. You may think me crazy but T not T mean every word T
say. Thnow you may write back and say, lots of people ask you to pay their way to Hollywood or
for some other reason, but tis is ifferent homest it 5 You Ve Just got o believe in me your the
only one that can help. Or you may say what can T do child Well you could el them that you
sent me and you know I can act, I sure they would believe you, because you tell no fibes. Just
hink wouldst you be proud if T became a great movie Star and you would say to your fends,
She'sthe ltle girl who wiote 0 me and asked if she could go to Hollywood. And T've helped to
malke her a great Star. T would ike to tll you all this in person and then you could see me. but
have no money for carfare and 1 don' want you to bother to gve i o me. My Litle mother 552
skl lady, she i lovely so small and sweet I love my ltle mother dearly and I want o help her
all Tean so this is why T m witng to you, Tt will also give me a futre and bring proudness to
my relacives. My Litle mother has something wrong vith her heart which these small Doctors
dont know although they do try their best S0 thought £ T wen to Hollywood and earmed.
enough money I woxld be sble o give my Litle mother the best Doctors and proper cae. L am
ot writing this lefer to Mr. Roosvels because men don't understand things like us aides do, s0 1
am writing o you because 1 know you understand. I have read and heard so many nice [missing
rext]

Tknonw L can act becase I make litle plays which I get out of story books and act them ot
Please tell M. Roosvelt that ' temibly sorr e lost that Bl think Mr. Roosvelt is doing
‘wonders. Please be sure and tell him tis, 1 will make bim feel mach beter 1 t0d somme of my
friends about my Tdea but they only laugh at me, and I ge discoursged but when T look at my
Little mother I run upstars in may room and cry. T have Mr. Roosvelts pictwre in may room and
bis name in big read and blue leters. And when 1 looked af his picture it gave me an 1dea and my
Iéea was writing to you. Please Mrs. Roosvel: answer my letr, and please ob please say yes that
‘youlll try your hardest God wil never forget you in the next world. And what you do for your
Bather and mother will never be forgotton. My father is also a sickly man, he had two nervous
breakdoms but pever got over he second one. But 1 3m a healthy child 1 am fourteen years old
blue eyes, about sixty in.tll, weigh 105 1/2 pds, har is long and euly sort of natural th color is
light brovwn my complesion is very white. T have big eyes. Please rust in me with all your heart
and Twill st in you with al my heart. Flease justfor my Litle mother. (That's what I call her
because sheis o small)




[image: image14.png]fyou the Secretary should open this leter Before Mrs. Roosvelt please give it to her. Thank
you

A Lite Girl who is still Unlonown and Just Became Your Friend
IIA

Reply to the eter
April25, 1938

Mydear LA

Mrs. Roosevel asks me to acknowledge your lete to her. She i very sorry indeed that she.

caniot comply with your wishes, but owing o the large iumber of sl requests i 1s

impossible for her o do as you ask:

Assuring you of her regret Tam

Very sincerely yours,

Malvina T. Schieider

Secretary ©o
Mrs. Roosevelt
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Nov. 30, 1937
Springfield Mass

Dear Mss. Roosevelt

Tam a gir sisteen years old. Last May T beg my father o buy an electric refigerator for mother
on Mother' day. We had talked about buying one with her. She thought it was not a very wise.
hing o do, because we could rot afford o pay cash.  wanted i 30 very bad that my faher
bought it He agreed to pay monfhly payments of seven dollas and fwersy o cenis. What
‘mother kad sad proved to be right. For o weeks ater we bought the refigerator I ook sick
with a serious kidney ailent which confined me to my bed from May twenty until Nov. twenty-
second. 1 am justrecovering from 2 delicate operation. | carme home Som the hospital Nov
eighth and my father was layed off afer working for the ralroad fiteen years. Many a g

age is hoping that on Christmas mom they willfnd a wist watch, a handbsg, or even 3 ur coat.
But my one and only wish s o have father and mother spend a happy Chrstmas. Mrs. Roosevelt
Tam asking of you a fvor which can make this wish come frue. 1 am asking you fo keep up our
‘payments untl my father gets back o work as a Christmas iftto me. Though father worked part
i for quite 2 while we never lost anything for the lck of payments. If the efrigerator was
taken away from us father and mother would think it a disgrace

T close hoping with al my heart hat my Tetter will be consider. Mrs. Roosevelt you may rest
aseure that ] have leamt my lesson

Lam respectilly yours
1B.
Springfield, Mass

[Norepy available]
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Millown, NJ.
March 25, 1835

My dearest Prsident and Mrs Roosevel
Tust a few lines to lt you know, 1 amin good healt, whishing this ltter will Sined your all wel,
Mrs and Pres. Roosevelr in the fist lace I must tll you my name, O.C. - 14 years old.

Lam writing o you Pres. and Mrs Roosevelt, to ask i may ask one queston, but Lmust first tell
‘youmy story

Well you s Pres. and Mrs Roosevelt, I was doctering for a while, with out my Mother and Dad
Knowing i, in fact they doutknow iy, and I wee Dr. Fomey, §7.50. 1 avent any idea kow to
eam ts amoun, 1 was doctering for a infected arm. Every tse [ e the Dr. charged me
$1.50,and Twent s,

Could you kindly please help me Pres. and Mrs Roosevelt. Please donit write to my parents sbant
me owing this morey. But if you will kncly help me Twill greatly, and certaily appreciate it If
‘you help me Pres. and Mrs Roosevelr, send my note or your leter, o this address.

o.c
Millown Public School
Millown, NJ.

Tl certinally appreate yous belp.
Let e tel you one more thing, Pres. and Mrs Roosevelt, this smmer aunt Joan, s going fo ake
me on a vacation down at West Vireinia, and while were going, Il stop in and visit you, and

hen you can see who T am. Hows that?

Pres. and Mrs Roosevelt, could you please send this amount by April 5. Td like to pay this out,
before my parens receive a bill rom the Docters office. OX. Please.

Sincerely, yous,
o.c
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Reply to the leter
March 27, 1835

My dear 0.C.
Mrs. Roosevel asks me to acknowladge your ltter and o express her egret that because of the
great nunber of similar requests she receives, she has found it impossible to comply with them,
uch 25 she would ke to assist all those who appeal to ber.
Assuring you of Mrs. Roosevelr's sympathy, Tam
Very sincerely yours,
Secretary 0

Mrs. Roosevelt
ora)

[A second leter £om O.C. followed ]

Millown, NJ.
April2, 1035

My dearest Mss. and Pres. Roosevelt;

Tave receved your loving note, which was singed by Mrs Roosevelfs sty T was very
‘womied tosee you were unable t help me o, Please Mrs Roosevel,plese kelp me ut. T
owen Dr. Fomey, $10.00 now. and T am not able o eam 1, oaly have five cens saved. plesse
please do, sometiing. and Tl tell 0 one you send me some money. Some day Il elp you
Right s mimte T cryng because L can't am it don' want my parents o ind, plase send me
something before Apnl 13. lease. Help me

Sincerely,
o.c

[Reply to the second leter i ot available.]
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Jemuary 26,1936

Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mrs. Roosevel
‘You may think I am a very insignificant person fo be wifing to & person of your standing and
ability but by reading your article and hearing your talks [ kmow you are real and have an interest

i people even my dear ltle needy boys and girl of the mountain schools.

Tam Rural Supervisor of schools iy county. T have forty schools to supervise. Due to
nsufficient clothing and food many are unable o attend schools

Ivish it were possible for you o see some of the conditions. It not uncommon for  child to
bave but one dress or one shirt. They kave o stay at home the day the mother laundries them.

Tam just wishing that in some of your groups that i would be possible to interest them in our
needs. The Save the Children Fund, with hesdgparters in New York, has helped me some. Many
children of my schools would be unable to ttend school had it not been for this organization.

Thope you will not consider me e for writing T have my heartin the work.Trealize 2 hungry
o7 cold child cannot leam to0 mnich.

ours very mly
CB.S.

Jemuary 31,1936
My dear Miss S

Mrs. Roosevel asks me to acknowladge your leter and to tell you that she read it with
sympathetic inerest. Mich as she would Hke to help you, ske finds it mnpossible to do so, 85 &ll
the money she Las to give has been pledged and llocated.

Assuring you of Mrs. Roosevelf's regret, Lam

Very sincerely yours,
Malvina T Scheider, Secretary to Mrs. Rooserelt
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1 don' feel smart enough to work my way through and keep up with my studies at the same ime.
Therefore, ow that it so ate 1 am asking you for help. T want you to understand that T would be
vlling and glad to pay you back after T had been gradusted and received a positon. T would Iike
o pay you so such at a tme wuntl 1 kad it el ped up.

Lbeg and implore you please do not give my nam to the newspapermen and please do not give
them thi ltter to print. L would be very hurt and embarmassed: this s & personal matter between
‘you and me. I do not want my name in the papers because I lve in 2 swill own and everyone
Knows me, and they would make fun of me, L know. So, once again  beg you do not et the
newspapermen hear of this. Thank you very mich.

Hoping you will get my daddy a job 5o that he can pay his bills and hoping that you willlend me.
the money for my schooling so that I may go in Septeraber, Lam,

ours affectiontely.
W.B.

Ps.
Thave ried o get a loaning concemn o lend me the money, but hey don'twant to wait wntil 1
bave been graduated, for their moey. ] have been aying to get work or some means © get ©0
Moody ever since I was gradiated and because my fuure looked black I have come fo you in
desperation. T hope you will lend a hand to 2 poor colored girl who would appreciate it and T will
endeavor to make mayself worthy of your extented hand and kindness. You understand that 1
would ke to pay it back and would Like about ten (10) dollars a week and eight dollars exra in
advance. T want 0 g0 in September. Once more [will beg you ot to give my name and this
lettr to the newspapermen o any offcials. Thanking you for what you will do for me, Tremain

‘Yours respectfully.
W.B.
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August, 1038

My dear Mis B,

Mrs. Roosevel asks me to acknowledge your leter and to tell you that she is very sorry that she
cannot help you financially. She recerves so many requests similarfo yours that she finds it
impossible o comply with them, much as she would ke o do 5o

Mrs. Roosevelt suggests that you get in touch with the National Youth Administeation,
Washington, D. C.. i the hope that that sgency could help you, and she also suggests hat your
father register with the United States Enployment Service under the Deparuent of Labor.

Very sincerely yours
Adminisative Officer
Social Correspondnce
OLT)
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Tndian Bayou, Louisiana
Apnl3, 1035

Dear Mss. Roosevel,

Lam a senior i bigh school thisyear and expect o graduate may the thirty-first. My daddy is
sixty-fiv years od.a poor fammer and st able {0 supply he necesary aricles which
graduation call or T am detemmined t0 gt an education so tat I can elp b n the very near
Fuwe. T am aking you o send me, ot o yourpersonal fundsthirty-five dollars (335 to
‘purchase these things such as mvitations,class Fing. graduation ress nd shoes and other small
arcles

In September Il be prepared for College an will need some help in inancial conditions as well
a5 snggestions 35 to which college a poor gl should atend. Send only enovgh in September for
my freshman year in College, and maybe the next yeartmes will be beter

1fyou willtake motice of my lettr and answer as soon as possible, it will be highly appreciated,
Sor without help I can 20 no farher nto th step of educaton, nor can I reach the requizements of
a bigh school graduate T thank you

For reference you may refr to Rev. J. Knight, pastor of the Indian Bayon Methodist Church,
Tndian Bayou, Lowsiana,

Sincerely yours,
IRD.

[Norepy available]
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Sikeston, Missouri
Jemuary 20, 1938

Dear Mss. Roosevel,
Tam writing thi lette i hopes that you will answer in my favor.

My father H C. has been in bed from  stzoke fo almost  year. We kave no money and my
roer ks but makes §3.00. ek and there are eight i ou fmly.

My step-amother i very good to me and T ry to hlp her. She taies in washings and T have to
‘al for s or eight blocks and then cary the washings home. T have to g0 of 2 moruing before
school and it has been very cold here. Tf you could send me a bicycle to ide when  go after
wwashings for her I shall appreciate . L i eighth grace at school and work very hard to make
‘passing grades. The Principal of e school bought oo of my sisters and me 2 par ofsippers so
‘e would pot have t0 stay at home. 1f you would do this for me I shll be able to help my step-
‘mother more. If you send me one I would ik a gils bicycle. L am about 4 feet 3 inches tall 3o if
‘ou send me one you can Judge as to what size.

Loving and appreciating.-
ALC

Replyto he leer
Jamary 25,1538

MydewALC

Mrs. Roosevelt sked e o sckmonledgeyour It She s very sy o hea of your et

‘@ffcultes but regrets hat she cannot do 45 you ask. She recetves so many requests simlar ©o
‘yours that she finds it impossibl to comply with them, mch a5 she would ik to do .

With many regrets, Lam

Very sincerely yours,
Malvina T. Schieider
Secretary ©o

Mrs. Roosevelt
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Metheun, Mass
Mar 31,1935

Dear President and Mss. Roosevels.

“The favor Lam about to ask you s one which I consider a great one. T am asking if you could
‘possibly send me a grl bicycle. The school which I atend is very far and T am not very healdhy
Toften get pains in my sides. My father only works fwo days a week and there are six in my
family it 1 mpossibl in almost every way that T can get 2 bicyclel Lam inthe eighth grade and.
am very fond of school. Sometimes T have o miss school on account of the walk 5o far L have
often thought things would pck up and father might be able to get me a bicyele, but imstead they
bave grown wrse. 1 asaure you tha the bicycle shall not be used a5 @ leasare but 5 a necessiy.

Ishall be waiting patiently, for my greatest wish to be granted, s 1 feel s that you cammot and.
ill not tun me down. Please try o send it to me.

Ishall emsain

Sincerely yours,
MB.

Reply to the leter
April3, 1035

My dear Mis B,

Mrs. Roosevelt has asked me to acknowledge your letter for he. She i very sony indeed that

she camnot comply with your wishes, but awing o the arge munber of similar requess, it is

impossible for her to do as you ask

Assuring you of her regret Tam

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary ©o

Mrs. Roosevelt
OLT)
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Columbus, Ohio
Sept. 2, 1035

Dear Mss. Roosevel,
Tama lite gil 12 years old. Twould like o have a bicycle so much

My Daddy has been out of work for such  long time and row he is nly working 2.+ 3 days 2
‘week and cannot afford to buy one for me.

So L am working hard to eam one, by selling 9. 3 year subscriptions for the “Ladies Home.
Joumal or The Saturday Evening Post

Iknoww you are a wonderfullady. I lways read al I can about you. I love to read about geat
‘people so much. T wonder if you would subscribe for these magazine, and help me eam a bicyle,
Tsurely will sppreciate your kindness.

Ivill be waiting to hear rom you.

IamEE

[Norepy available]




