The Unification of Germany and Italy


INTRODUCTION: After the Congress of Vienna, the Holy Roman Empire was reorganized into a grouping of 39 states called the German confederation. Prussia dominated the confederation politically and militarily. The revolutions of 1848 forced constitutional reforms, but tensions in Germany continued. The priorities of Prussian Junkers (land-holding
aristocrats) clashed with those of the working class and bourgeoisie. Prussians clashed
with Saxons, while Protestants clashed with Catholics. Finally, German success in the
Franco-Prussian War enabled Chancellor Otto von Bismarck and King Wilhelm I to
effect German unification, which was proclaimed in 1871.

Meanwhile, after the Congress of Vienna territories in Italy were ruled by Austria and the
Spanish Bourbons. Under the leadership of Giuseppe Mazzini, the members of the Young
Italy organization pressed for a united, republican Italy. Later, under the leadership of
Camillo di Cavour, Italy was united in 1870.

Objectives: students will be able to
• identify Mazzini and Young Italy as important forces in Italian unification
• explain the influence of nationalist beliefs in Mazzini’s Young Italy
• sequence the events that led to German unification
• evaluate the importance of international struggle in achieving national freedom

ACTIVITY #1: Map of the 19th Century Unification of Italy under Piemontese Rule, showing the Route taken by Garibaldi's soldiers
DIRECTIONS: Examine the map and then read through the whole timeline, detailing Garibaldi’s route and events leading to Italian unification. OBJECTIVE: For each date on the timeline, you must find the corresponding geographic location on the map and label it, with a short summary of the year, event, or person discussed.
Map and chronology follows ...
[image: Map of the Unification of Italy, 19 KB]
Map Source: the map above is based on map 90 titled "The Kingdom of Sardinia" drawn by Berit Lee in Historical Atlas of the World (Edinburgh, 1970; original edition: Oslo, 1962).


Chronology of the Unification of Italy
[Note: for an overview of the political organization of the southern part of the Italian peninsula prior to Unification, see this short Summary Outline of the History of Southern Italy.]
	1832
A.D. 
	Giuseppe Mazzini (b. 1805 at Genoa) founds "Young Italy" (giovane Italia), a society to make propaganda for the unification of the Italian nation as a democratic and class-free republic: "Our problem is, above all things, a problem of national education", that is, of persuading the peoples of the peninsula and the islands of Italy to regard themselves as a single nation. 

	1850-
1851
A.D. 
	Giuseppe Garibaldi (b. 1807 at Nice), exiled from the Kingdom of Piedmont-Sardinia (Piemonte-Sardegna), works as a candlemaker in a factory on Staten Island, New York. 

	1859
A.D. 
	Francesco II succeeds his father Ferdinando II and becomes the last king of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. 

	1860
A.D. 
	Garibaldi's Thousand cross from Sicily to the Kingdom of Naples on 19 August, and on October 1st overthrow Bourbon rule at the Battle of the Volturno, fought near Caserta.  But the republican Garibaldi then surrenders southern Italy to the king of Piedmont-Sardinia.  (The king's prime minister Cavour has ceded Nice and Savoy to France to win France's support for Piedmont-Sardinia's annexation of central Italy.)
[bookmark: Italy-before-1861]At this time in the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies there are only a hundred miles of railroad (There are no railroad tunnels), and 1621 of its 1848 villages have no roads.  But the paternalistic Kingdom of the Two Sicilies had kept the national debt and taxes low; it had kept food cheap; and it had protected industry from foreign competition.  These practices are to be reversed by the new regime; and the Piemontese will soon be more hated than Napoleon or the Bourbons ever were.
Before 1860 "Italy" had been the name of a peninsula: the patriotism of the Italians (like that of the classical Greeks) had been directed toward a single town, not a country; the people of Italy had not shared a common language, nor had most even known what the word "Italy" meant.  Nine-tenths of Italians had been peasants, in the South forced to live in mountain villages by malaria and brigands, to walk miles to the fields and back every day, to be unemployed for many months of the year, and to go hungry: "to speak of an Italian people was to speak of a mass of illiterates brutalized by poverty and superstition" (Silone).
In the decades that follow 1861 nothing changes for the peasants, except that their taxes go higher and, at a certain level, they have new masters.  A political revolution has united most of the Italian peninsula, but no social revolution has freed the peasants from the tyranny of landlords and the corruption of municipal administrators.

	1861
A.D. 
	On 17 March 1861 Vittorio Emanuele II, King of Piedmont-Sardinia, is proclaimed King of Italy "by grace of God and the will of the people".  Italy is to be a constitutional monarchy, but the king and the constitution are Piemontese.
The population of Italy, excluding Papal Rome and Venetia (ruled by Austria until 1866), is 22 million, of whom 8 million live in the former Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, and of whom 17 million are illiterate.
Of the Kingdom of Italy's 22 million inhabitants one-half million are eligible to vote, and of that one-half million only 300,000 actually do vote.
Of Italian workers, 8 million are engaged in agriculture, and of the 3 million engaged in crafts and manufacture, most are women working part-time at home.  In June Count Camillo di Cavour (b. 1810 at Turin), former prime minister of Piedmont-Sardinia, first prime minister of the Kingdom of Italy, and the principal statesman behind the Risorgimento, the Unification (or, annexation to Piedmont-Sardinia) of Italy, dies.

	1861-
1865
A.D. 
	Though a plebiscite claims to show 99 per cent approval by the people of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies for their annexation by Piedmont-Sardinia, half the army of the new Kingdom of Italy is needed to suppress rebellions there.  More people die in this "civil war" than in all the other wars of the Risorgimento combined. 

	1870
A.D. 
	Rome is made capital of the Kingdom of Italy, being annexed from papal rule after its French garrison is drawn away to the Franco-Prussian War.
The annexation of Rome, added to that of Venetia (from 1866), brings the population of the Kingdom of Italy to twenty-seven million, 220 thousand of whom live in Rome.

	1872
A.D. 
	Mazzini, faithful republican to the end, dies at Pisa on 10 March, illegally on Italian soil, an outlaw according to the Piemontese for attempting insurrection against the king. 


[Continue with the History Outline - Italy and America.]

Source Notes: the Silone quotation above is from The Living thoughts of Mazzini, presented by Ignazio Silone, tr. Arthur Livingstone (New York: 1939).  Matters of fact for the year 1860 forward are mostly based on Denis Mack Smith's Italy: A Modern History (Ann Arbor: 1969).
The Italian word Risorgimento may be translated "resurgence", "renewal" or "revival".  Looked at from that point of view, a unified Italian peninsula and islands would be a revival of something that had not died when ancient Rome fell.  However, the Piemontese re-unification of Italy resembled the original Roman unification of Italy: it was a conquering of diverse peoples; it was an act of conquest.

The URL of this Web page: http://www.roangelo.net/valente/garibald.html

Activity #2: What do songs reveal about nationalism?

Study the German and/or Italian national anthems:
• http://www.brandenburghistorica.com/page5.html
• http://ingeb.org/Lieder/deutschl.html
• http://www.copcity.com/anthems/italy.html

Respond in writing to the following question: In what ways did the lyrics and music of these anthems reflect the spirit of nationalism that motivated the unification of Germany and Italy?


ACTIVITY #3: The Unification of Italy

Introduction:
The 19th century was one of constant political turmoil. Napoleon conquered lands and
united them into an empire that collapsed soon afterward. During the Congress of
Vienna, powerful monarchs and their delegates reorganized the political boundaries of
Europe. Shortly thereafter, nationalist and working-class revolutions challenged the
power of monarchs, leading to the independence of some nations and constitutional
reforms in others. Germany and Italy, however, did not yet exist as nations. What we
know as Germany and Italy today were largely independent or confederated kingdoms, or
imperial territories. Starting in Italy in the 1830s and Germany in the 1860s, political and
military forces threw off foreign imperial power, and for the first time united these
territories as nation-states.

All Web links for this lesson can be found at: http://www.socialstudies.com/worldlinks.html.

Giuseppe Mazzini  
(June 22, 1805, Genoa -- d. March 10, 1872, Pisa) 
  
[image: http://users.dickinson.edu/%7Erhyne/232/Four/Mazcolor.jpg]
An uncompromising republican and democrat, Mazzini became the “soul of Italian unification.” In 1821, the sight of  unsuccessful revolutionaries emigrating from the docks of Genoa so impressed him that he swore to wear black until Italy could be unified and independent. Joined the Carbonari in 1830 and was soon arrested. His first public act upon his release was a public letter to his sovereign, Charles Albert of Piedmont, challenging him to grant a constitution, head a national movement, and to liberate Lombardy-Venetia and  other Italian states from the Austrians.  
     Emigrating to Marseilles, he established Young Italy (Giovine Italia), a secret organization He intended to combine thought and action, that is, education and 
insurrection, to liberate the peninsula. Mazzini’s ideas always had a strong moral base derived from his belief in God and the principles of progress, duty, and sacrifice.  
     By 1833, Young Italy claimed 60,000 members. This success encouraged him to believe that a mass populr movement could free Italy from the foreigners and construct a state based on democracy and equality.



Directions:
Read “Giuseppe Mazzini: Instructions for the Members of Young Italy” from the following website: http://www.dickinson.edu/~rhyne/232/Four/Mazzini_instructions.html

Summary of Source: Giuseppe Mazzini founded the organization “Young Italy” in 1831 for the purpose of convincing Italians to support unification. As described in the introduction to this source, the organization had 60,000 members by 1833. In this document, Mazzini motivates the organization’s members.


Instructions for the Members of Young Italy

YOUNG Italy is a brotherhood of Italians who believe in a law of Progress and Duty, and are convinced that Italy is destined to become one nation--convinced also that she possesses sufficient strength within herself to become one, and that the ill success of her former efforts is to be attributed not to the weakness, but to the misdirection of the revolutionary elements within her--that the secret of force lies in constancy and unity of effort.  They join this association in the firm intent of consecrating both thought and action to the great aim of re-constituting Italy as one independent sovereign nation of free men and equals.... 
Young Italy is Republican and Unitarian. 
Republican--because theoretically every nation is destined by the law of God and humanity, to form a free and equal community of brothers; and the republican is the only form of government that insures this future. Because all true sovereignty resides essentially in the nation, the sole progressive and continuous interpreter of the supreme moral law.  
Because, whatever be the form of privilege that constitutes the apex of the social edifice, its tendency is to spread among the other classes, and by undermining the equality of the citizens, to endanger the liberty of the country. Because, when the sovereignty is recognized as existing not in the whole body, but in several distinct powers, the path to usurpation is laid open, and the struggle for supremacy between these powers is inevitable; distrust and organized hostility take the place of harmony, which is society's law of life.  
Because the monarchical element being incapable of sustaining itself alone by the side of the popular element, it necessarily involves the existence of the intermediate element of an aristocracy--the source of inequality and corruption to the whole nation.  Because both history and the nature of things teach us that elective monarchy tends to generate anarchy; and hereditary monarchy tends generate despotism. Because, when monarchy is not--as in the middle ages--based upon the belief now extinct in right divine, it becomes too weak to be a bond of unity and authority in the state. 
Because our Italian tradition is essentially republican; our great memories are republican; the whole history of our national progress is republican; whereas the introduction of monarchy amongst us was coëval with our decay, and consummated our ruin by its constant servility to the foreigner, and the antagonism to the people, as well as to the unity of the nation. 
Young Italy is Unitarian– Because, without unity, there is no true nation.  Because, without unity, there is no real strength; and Italy, surrounded as she is by powerful, united and jealous nations, has need of strength before all things. Because federalism, by reducing her to the political impotence of Switzerland, would necessarily place her under the influence of one of the neighbouring nations. 
Because federalism, by reviving the local rivalries now extinct, would throw Italy back upon the middle ages. 
 Because federalism would divide the great national arena into a number of smaller arenas; and, by thus opening a path for every paltry ambition, become a source of aristocracy. Because federalism, by destroying the unity of the great Italian family, would strike at the root of the great mission Italy is destined to accomplish towards humanity. 
Because Europe is undergoing a progressive series of transformations, which are gradually and irresistibly guiding European society to form itself into vast and united masses. 
 Because the entire work of international civilization in Italy will be seen, if rightly studied, as to have been tending for ages to the formation of unity. Because all objections raised against the Unitarian system do but apply, in fact, to a system of administrative centralization and despotism, which has really nothing in common with unity. 
National unity, as understood by Young Italy, does not imply the despotism of any, but the association and concord of all. The life inherent in each locality is sacred. Young Italy would have the administrative organization designed upon a broad basis of religious respect for the liberty of each commune, but the political organization, destined to represent the nation in Europe, should be one and central. Without unity of religious belief, and unity of social pact; without unity of civil, political, and penal legislation, there is no true nation. 
Both initiators and initiated must never forget that the moral application of every principle is the first and most essential; that without morality there is no true citizen; that the first step towards the achievement of a holy enterprise is the purification of the soul by virtue; that, where the daily life of the individual is not in harmony with the principles he preaches, the inculcation of those principles is an infamous profanation and hypocrisy; that it is only by virtue that the members of Young Italy can win over the others to their belief; that if we do not show ourselves 
far superior to those who deny our principles, we are but miserable sectarians; and that Young Italy must be neither a sect nor a party, but a faith and an apostolate. 
 As the precursors of Italian regeneration, it is our duty to lay the first stone of its religion. 
FROM Giuseppe Mazzini, 'General Instructions for the Members of Young Italy' (1831), in Selected Writings, ed. N. Gangulee, London, 1945, pp. 129 - 31. 
Answer these questions: 

1. According to the first paragraph, what was the primary belief of the members of
Young Italy? What was their primary goal?









2. In what way does Mazzini say Young Italy was “Republican”?







3. Go to the paragraph that begins “Because the monarchical element…”  How does Mazzini criticize aristocracy? How does he criticize monarchy as a form of government?








4. Go to the paragraph beginning “Young Italy is Unitarian.” According to Mazzini, why should Italy be united?








5. Read the paragraph that begins “Both initiators and initiated…” Why was virtue important to Mazzini and Young Italy?
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