Outline of the era from 1848 to 1870-71 and the Unification of Germany and Italy
1) Impact of the 1848 Revolutions

a) Rising Nationalism

i) Mazzini is head of a short lived government in Rome, from which he hopes to consolidate republican nationalism to unify Italy

ii) Hungarians threaten the Austrian monarchy, though the uprising is put down by the Austrians with Russian assistance

iii) German states were willing to forego liberal governments in smaller states for a more powerful, centralized nationalist government led by Prussia

b) Weakened monarchies

i) A conservative republic replaced the monarchy in Paris

(1) This would be changed when Louis Napoleon convinces the French to accept him as an emperor

(2) Socialism and liberal ideas were forced underground

(3) Feudalism was finished in Eastern and Central Europe and agriculture began to reorganize in a more effective way

c) Weakening of the Congress System

i) The Metternich power is ended with his exile in the revolt in Vienna

ii) The monarchies of 1815 have changed and the new leaders are not as committed to the balance of power and security promised in 1815

2) Impact of the Crimean War

a) The “Sick Man” of Europe leaves a vacuum in power in the Balkans

i) Ottoman Empire is losing its grip on the Balkans
ii) Russia wants to have access to the Mediterranean via rail through Bulgaria

iii) Austria feels the Danube is her area of influence

b) Threat of Russia to France and England increases

i)    Refueling areas in the Mediterranean for the English navy

ii) Suez plans

iii) North Africa is shared region between France and England

c) The Piedmont/Sardinians rise in influence in Europe

i) Piedmont sends troops to aid the French and English

ii) Piedmont’s victory gives her a say in European policies

d) The Balance of Power is disrupted

i) The imbalance with weak Ottoman arouses imperialistic aims in several former allies

ii) Piedmont’s growing importance adds another country to the equation

e) Austria is isolated and weakened

i) As Russia had helped Austria during 1848, Russia expected Austrian support against the Turks
ii) Russia was coming into the Balkans, which the Austrians felt was their area of influence

iii) Austria threatens Russia, making them a potential future enemy

iv) Austria did not engage, which did not sit well with France and England

f) Prussia becomes a more important player in Europe

i) Prussia remains neutral, leaving her in a position to choose when the time comes

3) Impact of the Piedmont/Austrian War of 1859

a) France secretly agrees to aid Piedmont prior to the war

b) Austria is weakened in Italy

c) Piedmont is strengthened in Italy

d) Nationalism and Liberalism are emboldened by the outcome

e) Prussia remains neutral, but feels she is strengthened by actions

4) Impact of the Risorgimento movement in Italy of the 1860s

a) Nationalism and Liberalism take territories in the southern peninsula

i) Garibaldi defeats Naples

ii) Garibaldi gives his newly taken territories to Piedmont

b) Austria’s control is continuously threatened by Piedmont

i) Lombardy

ii) Venice
5) Impact of the Seven Weeks’ War of 1866

a) Austrian weaknesses are exposed in battle

i) The Needle Gun is an advantage for the Prussians

ii) The railroad system better serves the Prussians

b) Italian alliance to Prussia results in Venice being gained by Italy

i) Italians lose battles, but win war

ii) Compensation is the territory around Venice

c) Prussia becomes the major military power in Europe
6) Impact of the Franco/Prussian War of 1870

a) France’s weaknesses are exposed in battle

b) The monarchy in France falls and a republic is declared

c) France withdraws its troops from protecting the Pope in Rome

i) This leads to Italian unification, as the Pope cannot stop Victor Emmanuel II from taking over the Papal Lands and Rome

d) Germany becomes unified

i) Southern Catholic states stand behind Prussia

ii) Austria loses influence in Germany

e) The Balance of Power system is dead
