Virginia Laws for Blacks 

1662
ACT XII.
          WHEREAS some doubts have arrisen whether children get by any Englishman upon a negro woman should be slave or ffree, Be it therefore enacted and declared by this present grand assembly, that all children botne in this country shalbe held bond or free only according to the condition of the mother, And that if any christian shall committ ffornication with a negro man or woman, hee or shee soe offending shall pay double the ffines imposed by the former act, . . .

1680
ACT X.
          WHEREAS the frequent meeting of considerable numbers of negroe slaves under pretence of feasts and burialis is judged of dangerous consequence; for prevention whereof for the future, Bee it enacted by the kings most excellent majestie by and with the consent of the generall assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the publication of this law, it shall not be lawfull for any negrow or other slave to carry or arme himselfe with any club, staffe, gunn, sword or any other weapon of defence or offence, nor to goe or depart from of his masters ground without a certificate from his master, mistris or overseer, and such permission not to be granted but upon perticuler and necessary occasions; and every negroe or slave soe offending not haveing a certificate as aforesaid shalbe sent to the next constable, who is hereby enjoyned and required to give the said negroe twenty lashes on his bare back well layd on, and soe sent home to his said master, mistris, or overseer.  And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid that if any negroe or other slave shall presume to lift up his hand in opposition against any christian, shall for every such offence, upon due proffe made thereof by the oath of the party before a magistrate, have and receive thirty lashes on his bare back well laid on . . . .

1705
CHAP. XLIX.
          . . . XXXIV.  And if any slave resist his master, or owner, or other person, by his or her order, correcting such slave, and shall happen to be killed in such correction, it shall not be accounted felony, but the master, owner, and every such other person so giving correction, shall be free and acquit of all punishment and accusation for the same, as if such accident had never happened:  And also, if any negro, mulatto, or Indian, bond or free, shall at any time, lift his or her hand, in opposition against any christian, not being negro, mulatto, or Indian, he or she so offending, shall, for every such offence, proved by the oath of the party, receive on nis or her bare back, thirty lashes, well laid on;  Cognizable by a justice of the peace for that county wherein such offence shall be committed.
          XXXVI.  And also it is hereby enacted and declared, That baptism of slaves doth not exempt them from bondage; and that all children shall be bond or free, according to the condition of their mothers, and the particular directions of this act . . . .                    

SOURCE:  William Waller Hening, Laws of Virginia, 1619-1792 (1823), I-III.

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
  1) Describe the characteristics of slave life in the 18c South.  In what ways was slavery a brutal system? 




  2) How did the emergence of slavery change race relations between Africans and British colonists? 




  3) Explain the nature of the slave codes which began to appear in the British colonies by the 18c.


4) How did life as a black slave differ from indentured servitude in the Virginia colony?  How did slavery and indentured servitude affect the population and colony itself? See textbook pages 49-50 for further help on this.
