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Ballad of Roosevelt, 1934

By Langston Hughes

Langson Fughas was a aling s of e Hiem Reisance b “Balad of oosee”
Hughascricisad e wofied promic: i FOR s mde o s

The potwas empry,
The cupbosrd was bare
Lid,Papa,

Whats the materhere?

I waii' on Roosevel son,
Roosevelt Roosevelt,

Tsad, Telme Mama,
Whats ital sbout)

‘Wete waitn on Roosevelt, son,
Roosevelt, Roosevelt,
Justwaitin on Rogssyslt,

Sistr gotsick.
‘And the doctor wouldn't come
Canse we couldn'tpay him
‘The proper sum--

A-wsit on Roosevelt,
Roosevelt, Roosevelt,
Acwrait on Rogssyslt,

Then one day
‘They putus out o' the house.
MamdPawas
Mesk 25 amouse

Still 3t on Rooseelt,

Roosevelt Roosevelt. But when they

sHttose

Questions:

Cold winds blow

Roosevelt, Roosevelt.
Damn trad o
‘w3 on Roosevelt

Teantgitajob
And ] cant gitpp grub
Backbone ad pavels.
Do the belly-rub--
Alwsit on Roosevelt,
Roosevelt, Roosevelt.

Audaloto’ other ok
hats bungry and cold
Done stpped beliesa
har they been old.
By Roosevdt
Roosevelt Roosevelt-

Canse the pots stll empry,
And the cupboard's stll bare
‘And you cantbuild a bungalow
Out s

M. Roosevelt listen!

Whats the mater bere?

1. What pheases cepeat i this poem and wky? Explain thei significance.
2 What doss the narrator of the posm thick sbout Roosevel’s pomisas bis community?
3. What is the main messags that Hughes is conveying in his poan?
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Gonna Miss President Roosevelt:
The Blues for FDR, 1945

By Langston Hughes

‘Well you know that President Roosevelt he was awful fine,
He helped the crippled boys and he almost healed the blind,
Oh yes, gonna miss President Roosevelt

‘Well he's gone, he’s gone, but his spirt alyaysJl on.
He traveled out Egst, he traveled to the West,

But ofall the Presidents, President Roosevelt was the best.
Oh yes, gonna miss

‘Well now he traveled by land and he traveled by sea,
He helped the United States boys, and he also heiped Chinese,
Oh yes, gonna miss

President Roosevelt went to Geargia boy, and he ride around and round,
T guess he imagined he seen that Pale Horse when they was trailip' him down.
Oh yes, gonna miss

‘Well now the rooster told the hen “T want to crow,

You know President Roosevelt has gone, can't live in this shack no more,”™
Oh yes, we're gonna miss President Roosevelt,

‘Weil he's gone, he’s gone, but his spirit alyaysll ive o

Questions:

1. This poom s st var tan yeans e the it ona. Hot € he pot's it hamgad
tovard Roosmrlt

2. W sccomplshmemt dos Haghas bt o Roossvelt)

3. FDR's racord on il gkt is cottovany. e peadad the suppon of St Democras e bis
Now Deal o taking a aciva postion o vl ights could Eave tastand s bl o pass
proprams. L ampton Hoghas ot e chance 10 spedk it FED peivasly, wha mght ba e
o)




