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September 11, 2001, the United States
isjustifiedin taking extraordinary measures to
the activities of "suspicious” people living withinits

United States citizen affiliated with an organization that
has ties to the Middle East should be considered suspect by the
federal g

Citizens should be wary of any governmentaction
that threatens to undermine their personal privacy.
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Level 2: Evaluate these cartoons for meaning.
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. Acting as a group of legislaturesin Congress, you

e the debate over the Patriot Act.
ich a consensus on theissue. Eitherdecide torenew it or
se tovote it down.

rite a legislative proposal. If you wish to renew the Patriot

[, discuss the benefits of the Patriot Act and suggest ways to
strengthenit without violating people’s i berties. Ifyou are
againstit, discuss why Congress must st
propose an alternative plan which safequards Americans’ ci
liberties while protecting them against future terrorist acts.

*Your group’s proposal should be 1-page long and use relevant
evidence, including quotes from the handouts, important
people, as well as from the Constitution itself. Your group’s
proposal will be presented and debated on in front of class, be
prepared and knowledgeable about the issue!





[image: image4.png]Activity #1: “Is the Patriot Act
unconstitutional?” Procedures

5 1) Review the USA PATRIOT Act with the following Web site:
http;//www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/terrorism/homelandypatriotact. htmi
http;//www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/July-dec03/patriotact_9-17.htmi

S 2)Find out about the lawsult flled by the ACLU In relation to the USA PATRIOT Act.
Review the basics of the case that Is before the courts Including the ACLU's reasons for
challenging the act. Information can be found at the ACLU Web site:
http;//www.aclu.org/SafeandFree/SafeandFree.cfm?ID=13249&c=206

S Discuss the ACLU's case and reasons why people would react so strongly to the
Impact that the USA PATRIOT Act has on the average American’s civil libertles.

S 2)Next, Investigate opposition to the ACLU's point of view by directing them to the
Online NewsHour transcript featuring former Assistant Attorney General Viet Dinh on
the Patriot Act and the balance between securlty and freedom In America. This link Is
found at httpy//www.pbs.org/newshour/bbyterrorism/July-dec03/patriot_8-19.htmi.

S Read/see/hear specific arguments supporting the USA PATRIOT Act from Viet Dinh
and discuss the misconceptions or confuslon surrounding certain provisions of the
act such as the "Sneak and Peek” aspect of the legislation.

S 3) Answer these questions In a 250-word, well-organized paragraph or short essay:

S 1) Which Is more Important, providing domestic securlty against terrorism or
preserving the civil libertles guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution? Why?

S 2) How would you feel If you were directly affected by some of the new powers
granted under the USA PATRIOT Act (Le. wiretaps, access to personal records)?
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