AFTER YOU HAVE READ THE DOCUMENT “HUMAN-ENVIRONMENT
INTERACTION: BEDOUIN LIVE” ANSWER THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS....

. USE YOUR TEXT OR A DICTIONARY, DEFINE (NOMAD)

. WHAT IS THE NAME GIVEN TO THE NOMADS FOUND IN THE MIDDLE EAST?

. DEFINE THE TERM PASTURE

. DEFINE OASIS

. WHAT DID THE TRIBES HAVE TO PROTECT OR DEFEND?

. WHAT WAS THE TRADITIONAL BEAST OF BURDEN FOR THE NOMADS?

. TODAY WHAT IS THE METHOD OF TRANSPORTATION FOR MANY NOMADS?

. ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE WHO IS WILFRED THESIGER?

. DEFINE THE TERM ARID, USE A DICTIONARY IF YOU DO NOT KNOW THE

DEFINITION

10. LIST 3 DIFFERENT ANIMALS THE NOMADS DEPEND ON (1)
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Human-Environment Interaction: Bedouin Life

6¢ atering camels Is hard work. They are thirsty and drink alot,
and the sun is hot It is worse when the wind blows; then itis
like a furnace. . . . Only the Bedu could endure thig life,” noted
Wilfred Thesiger, an English explorer who crossed the Arabian Desert during
the 19403, Across the arid desert of the Middle East these nomads traveled,
searching for fresh water and pastureland for their camels, goats, ard sheep.
How did the bedouin survive such harsh conditions?

Searing heat and scant rainfall meant a life of
hardship for the desert nomad. For thousands of
years, the bedouin have moved between pas-
ture and oasis. Members of the same clan tent

. together near oases during the dry season, mov-
ing their herds out to desert pastures when the
winter rains come. A close-knit soclety based on
tribal loyalties and alliances has ensured sur-
vival. Traditionally, the bedouin have claimed
certaln grazing lands as dirah, or tribal territory.

. Tribe members continually fought to-protect
their lands and herds from raiding parties of
other tribes. Marriage perpetuated divisions, as
no member of a noble tribe would marry some-
one from a tribe of lesser status.

The bonds of tradition and loyalty that once
made survival in the desert possible have been
affected by recent changes in Arab society. The

Bedouin Proverb

: Me and my brother against our cousin.
: Me, my brother, and my cousin against
i the stranger. '

vast desert that was once crossed only by camels
now bears a network of roads. The bedouin use
trucks to travel from place to place, taking their
families. their belongings, and'their animats with
them. Instead of herding animals from grazing
spots to water holes, they now haul water to the
anirnals by truck. The bedouin maintain their
flerce independence, however, and continue
their nomadic life.

H

Modernization and new
sources of wealth have
brought changes to bedouin
Arab life. Their islamic
culture, however, remains
centered on hospitality, tribal
courtesy, and family
relationships.




Focus on Human-Environment Interaction

in which they settle, the crops they grow, how they use resources, and

how they respond culturally to their surroundings reflect this process
of adaptation. The bedouin developed a migratory life to find water and pas-
tursland for their animals. They established a pattern of trade with oasis set-
tiements, exchanging animal skins and meat for such goods as clothing and
the frult of the date paim. The harsh life of desert nomads on the Arablan
Peninsula has affected other aspects of bedouln culture. Competition among
tribes for limited resources such as wells and grazing areas results in raiding
and blood feuds, further shaping bedouin values, customs, and loyalties.

People adapt to their physical environment in different ways. The areas

How does physical environment affect peoples’ lives?

Why is adaptation to physical environment necessary?

What are some examples of adaptation to physical environment?

Why would family ties be so important to the bedouin?

 Critical Thinking
: Compare the ways in which members of Byzantine society adapted to their
physical environment with the ways in which the bedouin adapted to their surroundings.

. On a separate sheet of paper, write a short paragraph describing the
ways in which people in your communiry have adapted culturally to their surroundings.

Activity y
Research how the lives of the bedouin have changed since World War II and write a short report.
In your report, address the following question: Since World War II, how have Arab governments
sought to integrate the bedouin into modern Arab soclety? Have these methods met with success?
Why or why not?




