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Assignment: Using a dictionary or online source, translate this Compact for the modem day!

1 shall a itle retum back, and begin with a combination made by them before they came ashore:,_
bsingthe firs foundation of their govemment in this place. Occasioned partly by the discontented and
mutinous speeches that some of the strangers amongst them had let fallfrom them in the ship: That
‘when they come ashore they would use their own liberty. for none had power to command them, the
patent they had being for Virginia and not for New England, which belonged to another govemment, with
‘which the Virginia Company had nothing to do. And party that such an act by them done, this their
condition considered, might be as firm as any patent, and in some respects more sure.

The form was as followeth:

IN.THE_NAME OF GOD, AMEN.
We whose names are undenwritten, the loyal Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the
Grace of God of Great Britain, France, and lreland King, Defender of the Faith, etc.

Having undertaken, forthe Glory of God and advancement of the Chrstian Faith and Honour of our
King and Country, a Voyage to plant the First Colony in the Northem Parts of Virginia, do by these
presents solemnly and mutualy in the presence of God and one of another, Covenant and Combine
ourselves together into a Civil Body Polfic, for ourbetter ordering and preservation and furtherance of the
ends aforesaid; and by vifue hereof to enact, constitute and frame such just and equal Laws,

Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions and Offices, from time to time. as shallbe thought most meet and
convenient for the general good of the Colony. unto which we promise all due submission and

obedience. In witness whereof we have hereunder subsciibed our names at Cape Cod, the 11th of
November, in the year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King James, of England, France and Ireland the
eighteenth. and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini 1620

'SOURCE: Wiliam Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation, ed. Samuel Eliot Morrison (New York: Knopf,
1952), 7576.





