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Tntroduction: In our next unit on campaignsand elections, you will divide into
groups and run your own mock presidential campaigns! Accordingly, this project on
political polls will allow you to gather preliminary data on the issues which are most
impacting the presidential campaigns.
Directions: Working with a partner, you will create a 10-question political poll on the
domestic and international issues which mostimpact presidential campaigns. Your
challenge is to determine what these issues are and to develop concise, unbiased
questions whichwill produce accurate resuls. Issue topics can include, butare not
limited to: the economy, wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and abortion. Each question
should focus on a different issue. In addition, here’s some rules to follow when
creating and conducting your poll:

~ Proper question wording—easy “yes” or “no” and “agree” or “disagree” responses

~ Random selection of participants to take the poll

~ A good sample size—at least 25 individuals? Or more?
Assessment: You must compute the results of the surveys as percentages and then
represent the percentagesin pie graphs! This is easy to do on Excel, or you can draw
your own. Then, you will write a 200-word essay, describing how a political
campaign might be able to use these results to create a winning platformin the
presidential elections. In addition, you must comment on the “pitfalls” (potential
inaccuracies) of polls and why a campaign must be cautiousin totally relying on them.





