Reconstruction  
under

	
	Lincoln (           -           )
	Johnson  (              -              )
	Congress  (             -           )

	Ideology, Components, Legislation, 


	
	
	

	Northern Society


	
	
	

	Southern Society


	
	
	


Reconstruction




aka “Presidential Reconstruction”



   “Radical Reconstruction” “Military Reconstruction”

	
	Lincoln ( 1862   -  1865 )
	Johnson  (  1865   -  1868 sort of    )
	Congress  (   1866      -  1877    )  T. Stevens & C. Sumner

	Ideology, Components, Legislation


	10% loyal

Confiscation Acts

Swift/leniet, quick

SOFT

Freedmen’s Bureau (March 1865)
13th Amendment

Pocket-Veto Wade Davis

Hampton Roads Conference: Feb., 1865 –an unsuccessful attempt to negotiate an end to war. 
	10% too

Jackson Democrat tradition (Butternut!) –suspend banks/$, corporation, New England
Opposed fedl gov’t for econ dvlpmt 
HATED planter aristocracy

Wanted to aid POOR WHITES

BIG RASCIST:  appealed to racial prejudices in 1866 elect 

Johnson vetoed Freedman’s Bureau and vetoed civil rights bill that nullified the Black Codes and guarantee full c-ship and equal rights to blacks.
	Wanted BIG change:  longterm disenfranchisement of Confed, confiscate & redistribute land, schools for blacks  --wanted a TRANSFORMATION!

Composed of Rad Republican plus Moderate Republicans who are mad at Johnson (for pardons; too soft of a peace on the South)
A Response to White Supremacy!! ---prompted by return of ex-Confed to high offices & Black Codes
Wade Davis Ideology   ---State Suicide theory
Ironclad only

14th & 15th amendments

Force Acts 1870/1871:  fed’l gov’t could stop KKK violence & protect civil rights of citizens in South. 
Reconstruction Acts of 1867:  south under military occupation; divided Conf states into 5 military districts under control of Union army, plus increased requirements for readmission to Union (now had to ratify 14th Amend & place guarantees for vote to all adult males.)
Civil Rights Act 1866:  all Afr-Amer citizens (repudiate Dred Scott) 

Civil Rights Act 1875: THE LAST of REFORM LAWS; equal accommodations in public places & prohibited Afr-Amer exclusion from juries –BUT poorly enforced b/c Rep. Frustrated with reforming an unwilling South.  
Tenure of Office Act –Johnson (and Clinton too!) impeached as a result but NOT REMOVED from office (two-step process –“impeachment indictment” then trial to remove –trial failed to remove both presidents)

	Northern Society

Dems against Emancipation

Abolitionist (
Afr-Am regiment

Haiti

King Corn & Wheat 
	A Divided North

Reflect prewar division of class, race, & politics

Homestead Act

“US” identity  (  
New York Draft Riots

Western settlement

Increased industrialization & farming
	Reflect prewar division of class, race, politics

Black suffrage laws failed

Don’t like giving free land to slaves (Violated free labor ideology)


	Forced passage of amendment (hard to do!

“Bloody Shirt” –Republicans begin “waving the bloody shirt” to show loyalty to Union & Demo’s labeled as party of rebellion & treason.
Profiteering off gov’t contracts 
Industrialization; Econ growth; Over speculation (in RR’s)
BUT PANIC of 1873!!  --shift attn away from race issues and TO financial issues.


	Southern Society


	Jubilant slaves

Contraband

Emancipation gradual

(NO rights though)

Freedman’s Bureau

Occupied South –LA

“Inner Civil War” 

Agric econ (
Inflation

Sherman HATED
     -Field Order No. 15
	NO large-scale land distribution to slaves

KKK/White Leagues

Violence

Black Codes (worst in MS & SC) –no jury, no biracial marriages.  Black codes meant semi-bondage through forced “apprenticeships & vagrant labor contracts which prohibited blacks from renting land or borrowing $ to buy land
Guerillas & deserters –little law & order

Amnesty for soldiers

Provisional governors

W/in 8 months of Johnson becoming pres., all 11 of the ex-Conf. states qualified to be fully re-admitted to Union.  

Johnson vetoed Freedmen’s Bureau LOTS (Congress Override)

Leniency EMBOLDENED South (new state constitutions meet minimal requirements of abolishing slavery BUT didn’t extend voting rights to black PLUS former leaders of the Conf. were elected to Congressional seats.)
Freedmen’s Bureau often aided WHITES most Johnson pardoned LOTS:  Johnson granted individual pardons to “disloyal” southerners & he used that power OFTEN!    As a result, many former Confederate leaders were back in office by the fall of 1865. 
	Ironcladders ruled
Violence:  lynching, burning schools, houses, churches, 
“Negro Rule” –not dominate (only in SC):  mostly were property holders who took moderate positions on most issues.  Two black senators & 14(?) black congressmen (In MS, black senator filled Jeff Davis’s former position!) –caused BITTER resentment among disfranchised ex-Confed..  
Limited enfranchisement is reality

Cases: Slaughterhouse limited 14th Amend

Martial Law:  North main source of law & order (provided hospital, freed, military courts, martial laws)
Scalawags:  south Republicans –usually former Whigs interested in econ dvlpmt of their state.
Carpetbaggers:  northern newcomers interested in setting up new businesses, missionaries & teachers with humanitarian goals, others to plunder & take advantage of need/poverty.  
Redeemers:  Southern conservatives who took control of state gov’ts during Grant’s 2nd term as Republican commitment to Reconstruction waned.  

The “Unfinished” Revolution


Ultimately, the society of slavery persisted in the postwar South despite emancipation.  While the legislative branch largely worked to prevent this continuity, the judicial and the executive branches often facilitated this outcome.  African-Americans and some white Southerners formed a biracial Republican coalition in the South, but white Southerners of all classes largely worked against Republican rule and military occupation in the South.  Violence permeated the South throughout Reconstruction:  the Ku Klux Klan and White Leagues waged violence against anyone seen to be assisting in the remaking of the South.  In the name of preserving the old social order, white Southerners burned schools and churches, murdered identified opponents, and in general terrorized African-Americans just as Whites possessed the same ability to do so during the antebellum period.  While the federal legislative implemented the Force Acts in 1870 and 1871 to deter Southern violence, the federal government (particularly the executive branch whose responsibility is to enforce the laws) failed to continue enforcement the laws by the end of Reconstruction which led to continued violence.  Similarly, the Black Codes represented another pervasive attempt by white Southerners to preserve the society of slavery.  In most states, the Black Codes forbade interracial marriages, excluded African-Americans from juries and from testifying against whites, segregated public facilities, and instituted stronger criminal penalties for African-Americans than for whites.  Furthermore, the Black Codes forbade vagrancy, which was defined so broadly that nearly African-American could be determined as a vagrant and forced to work for planter in a chain gang (just as during slavery) punishment.  The federal legislature again passed the Civil Rights Act to protect against these continuities of slavery, but President Johnson vetoed the bill and Congress had to override the action.  Johnson also vetoed the continuance of the Freedmen’s Bureau in an attempt to limit resources for freedmen and to maintain the social order of the Old South.  Congress then passed the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to protect against future encroachments on African-American rights; however, white Southerners once again dominated the politics of the South and passed laws (literacy tests, grandfather clauses, poll taxes, etc) to limit the enfranchisement of African-Americans.  By 1900 every Southern state prohibited African-American suffrage through state constitutional amendments or poll taxes.  Just as President Johnson actively worked against the legislative actions to prevent the continuance of a slave society, the Supreme Court too made repeated rulings, which aided in the continuance of antebellum Southern society.  Though in the 1860s the Court refused to intervene in Reconstruction matters, as part of the larger ‘retreat from Reconstruction,’ the Supreme Court marked a distinct intervention that counteracted the policies of the federal legislature.  The Slaughterhouse Cases limited the scope of the 14th Amendment, and U.S. v. Cruikshank negated the effectiveness of the Force Acts after the Colfax Massacre.  The Civil Rights Cases in 1883 overturned the Civil Rights Act of 1875 as unconstitutional, stipulating the Congress had no power to legislative against discrimination by individuals according to the 14th Amendment.  In sum, antebellum Southern society persisted due to the actions of white Southerners and the ultimate undermining by much of the federal government as Reconstruction wore on.   
