QUESTIONS FOR “American History: Abolishing Slavery in America   (55:16)”
1. Slavery in the South 
Q: What differences existed between the U.S. North and South in the 1800s? 

Q: What aspect of slave life did you find the most difficult? 

2. The Underground Railroad 
Q: Would you have risked your life to help people escape slavery? 

Q: Why was the Underground Railroad called a railroad? 

3. The Immorality of Slavery 
Q: What books or movies have influenced your life or personal beliefs? 

Q: How did Uncle Tom’s Cabin affect Northerners and Southerners? 

4. The Transatlantic Slave Trade 
Q: Who benefited from the transatlantic slave trade? 

Q: Describe the transatlantic slave trade. 

5. Mutiny! 
Q: How would you describe a mutiny?  
Q: In what ways did the Amistad differ from most slave ships? 

6. Traveling the Middle Passage 
Q: What was the Middle Passage? 

Q: What did the names and conditions of the slave ships say about the slave merchants’ views of slavery? 

7. Trading People for Goods 
Q: How did slave traders view the material value of human life? 

Q: What did merchants trade the Africans in exchange for slaves? 

8. Triangle of Profit 
Q: Describe businesses and industries that depend on one another. 

Q: Describe the triangular trade associated with the practice of slavery. 

9. Captaining a Slave Ship 
Q: Have you ever been in a position of great responsibility? 

Q: Why would somebody want to captain a slave ship? 

10. Commandeering the Amistad 
Q: Have you ever taken control of something from someone else?  
Q: How do you think the Africans felt when they realized they had traveled to the United States? 

11. The Amistad in Court 
Q: What would have happened to Don Pedro Montez if the Amistad had returned to Africa? 

