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ANAMORPHISM – A RENAISSANCE DISCOVERY 
 
The experiments we did about sight and vision last lesson were used by Renaissance people 
to develop ideas not only about perspective. 
Anamorphism is the name we give to the distortion of an image so that we can see it clearer 
from a strange perspective. 
For example, roadmarkings are stretched so that they can be read clearly from a shallow 
angle. 
Historically, they are used to spread secret messages – for example, who does this drawing 
represent? 
 

 
 
In this homework activity you will design your own anamorphic drawing. 
 
Instructions: do a drawing in the table to below. Then rescale it in the table below to create 
an anamorphic version. 
 

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

 
          
          
          
           
          
          
          
          
          
          
 


