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A bust of Julius Caesar

March 15, 44BC - the Ides Of March.
Caesar was brutally murdered at the
Senate house by a group of armed
Senate conspirators. Plutarch (Greek
historian) wrote in an account that,
"When the murder was newly done,
there were sudden outcries of people
that ran up and down the city, which
indeed increase the fear and tumult.”

Coin depicting Julius Caesar

He became the most powerful man and sole
leader in Rome. Many thought he was too
powerful and felt he planned to make himself a
king.

A group of senators (led by Brutus and Cassius)
decided to kill him. On 15™ March 44BC Julius
Caesar was stabbed to death with multiple
dagger wounds.

The sixty conspirators, led by Marcus Junius Brutus,
Gaius Cassius Longinus, Decimus Brutus Albinus,
and Gaius Trebonius, came to the meeting with
daggers concealed in their togas and struck Caesar at
least 23 times as he stood at the base of Pompey's
statue. Legend has it that Caesar said in Greek to
Brutus, “You, too, my child?” After his death, all the
senators fled, and three slaves carried his body home
to Calpurnia several hours later. For several days
there was a political vacuum, for the conspirators
apparently had no long-range plan and, in a major
blunder, did not immediately kill Mark Antony
(apparently by the decision of Brutus). The
conspirators had only a band of gladiators to back
them up, while Antony had a whole legion, the keys to
Caesar's moneyboxes, and Caesar's will.

His will left everything to his 18-year-old grandnephew
Octavian (who later became the Emperor Augustus).



