MOCK TRIAL: GALILEO—IS HE GUILTY OF PROMOTING SCIENTIFIC THEORIES CONTRADICTORY TO CHURCH DOCTRINE?
Part 1—Internet Research: The Scientific Revolution (20 minutes):

Students will visit Rice Universityʼs Galileo Project (http://galileo.rice.edu/ )which has information on Galileo and the science of his time. The site has a searchable database of over 600 people who made important contributions to science in the 16th and 17th centuries. It also includes “rooms” such as the instrument closet with pictures of the instruments he used to perform his experiments and observations as well as an observing terrace with links to accounts of Galileoʼs discoveries and stellar images from space agencies and observatories.

Assess Knowledge—ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:
• 1) In what ways is Galileoʼs fate a denial of everything that the Medici family of Italy and the Renaissance have stood for?






• 2) What is the scientific revolution? How did it challenge traditional Catholic Church doctrine?




3) What were some of the important scientific discoveries of this period?



4) Evaluate the lasting legacy of the Scientific Revolution on the modern world and religion?  Identify and explain positive and negative consequences to support your evaluation.
