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Essays Circles

Introduction
‘You've been given a writng prompt. You st down and immecately begin writing. Afier an hour of 50, you
feel that you have 2 good piece of writng. You tum it in. You get a “C." Familiar?

“This activit i 1o help you become a better writer and to open your potential as an editor. W all have
problems editing our own work. Either we are confident about our writing abiltes or we don't feel that we
have the sills o recognize what s £00d or bad. Often we tum 10 another to give us feedback, but we're sl
ot satisied. What | hope to achieve s 2 greater saistaction that comes from the succesful ecing of our own
work.

‘Outcomes — At the end of this activity, students will be able to:
« Prooiread a piece of writing.
« Recognize 2 unified thesis statement that s clear, condse, and coeren.
* Recognize 2 clear topic sentence that s irecly connected t0 the thesis and states the purpose of the.
paragraph.
Recognize strong concrete dtail that support the thess and topic sentence.
Recognize elaborative commentary that supports the concrete detais.
Recognize  lear condluding sentence that directly connects to the thesis and sums up the paragraph.
Evaluste a piece of writing based on a rubric.

Process
Each paper wil be graded with three rubrics: 1-Thesis, 2-Syntax, and 3-£ditorial.

After reading the paper, each rubric wil be filed out in order; each group member taking a ifferent sheet.
Rubrics will be attached to the paper and retumed to the writer.

Findings wil be read by the writer.

Students will give oral explanations and constructive critcsm to the witer.

'NO paper evaluations will be returned to the writer untlall three rubrics have been completed.

'NO paper evaluations il be attached to the paper until allthree rubrics have been completed.

NO discussion wil take place until all three rubrics have been completed.

Constructive Critcsm
Each reviewer will have 3 chance t0 present his o her findings {0 the witer i tum.
“The writer will take notes from the reviewer's comments.

“The writer may ask for carification or elaboration.

“The writer may NOT debate the reviewer.

“The writer may NOT challenge the reviewer's comments.

Grade
« Each student in the group will be given a grade based on their partiapation.
* Each student i the group will be given 2 grad based on their bservations in the rubrics.
* Any student who s not prepared with 2 typed essay on the due date will receive 2 *0."
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