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Thesis Statements: What are they?

A thess statement i he main idea that your esay support. It s smilar 10 a topic sentence for 2 paragraph, only i
Spask or the enir exay. A very comple theis Astement sy 13k U & whols parsgraph. but he tandird
frashman compositon esay doesth Job in one concis sentence.

The thei atement has 3 main parts: th imitad ubjact, th precie opinon, and the busprint.

1 Limited Subject

T limited subject tells thereader exacly on what, or whom the arice focuses. Th book ftle (Blck Bl Speaks.
from the example. it it ubjec of th the Aatement:

Black £ Speaksaccurately represents Indian syl through s atenon to cultural detal, s se of
indian words.and t direct quotesfrom Black k.

2. Precie Opinion

The precise opinion gives your answer o 3 quesion about the subjed

Black £ Spests accurael reprasents Indian festyle by ts atetion to cultral deral, s use o Incian
words.and s direct quates from Black Elk.

Note: 2 queston without an answer s not an opinion: Doss Sck Bl Speaks ccurael represent Indian Ifestyle?

Belowis an exampls of a iferent preds opinion. Eithr is scceptable. 5 long 5 e retof the szay upport he
opinon:

lack £ Spesks il 10 repreent Indian fesyle by s ack of ttention to culturalcetal.
misundersanding of Indian words, and s ack of quotesfrom Black Elk himsel.

A gos prais opinion vt o th resdr’ comprehenson of the goal of the exy.
3

eprine

A blusprint s 2 plan fo th esay. Just like the blueprintof 2 building tells you what he inished produc s
supposed 1o ook ke, the lueprint o an esay permits you 10 e the whls shape of your deas befor you art
“huming ot whoe paragraph:.

Black £ Spesks sccuraely represents Indian syl by i atantion 1o cultural detall. i use of Incian
swords. snd i direc quotes from Slack Bl

I the bluspin, the author signals an intenion to support the preis opinion. The author of ths example sbove

imtroctce: three difeent kinds of svidence: cltural et Incian werck. and quatss from Blsck Elk. Informed by

this lueprint, th reader expect t ncounter one secton (3 paragraph or more) devoted fo each UbtOPC.

To emphasize the stractue of your esay. repeat each phras of the blusprint a5 you infroduce the paragraph(s) in

which you sxpand and support each point hat you want to make. The way you inroduce the supporting evidence

5 through topic sentences iniatue thess atements hat acho the main dea.

Mote 1 you repeat your bluspint phrases and your tesssatement roboricall (The tird poin | want o alk

Sbout is how Slack Elk Spesk acurstly represents th Incian fesyle through t irect quetesfrom Blck £k,

Jour writing will b2 rathe cry and iflez.

Note: A thsis satement amouns t nothing i the paper is ot completely focused on that main point.

Blusprintng helps ceate the coherency of he thss hroughout the entie say, which makes t 2 necesary part of
the tess sstement

NiciJordan, UWEC Junior, and Professor Denris Jerz, Seton Hill Univesity.
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Five Steps to a Phat Thesis

“stepl
+ Read the Prompt
* What are the key terms or phrases?
* What is the prompt asking?
“step2
+ Brainstorm the Prompt
» What information is necessary to answer the prompt?
*What do | know about the subject?
* What categories seem to work the best?

* Use a Graphic Organizer Thests Musts
* Outline, Web, T-chart, Double Bubble, or Timeline RS
“step3 2.~ Place/Time

+ Write a preliminary thesis
* Provide an answer to the Prompt.
* Provide areas of categorization
« Provide simiarites and differences (in comparison essay)
» Provide change and continuity (in COT ess2y)
“steps
+ Reevaluate the Thesis and Recategorize.
* Do the categories accurately reflect your evidence?
“steps
+ Wrte

3.-3 Categories
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What to look for:
PERSIAN
How to find it:
1. Political:
2. Economic:
3. Religious:
4. Sodal:
5. Intellectual:
6. Artistic:
7. Near:

Cultural Analysis

Categorization

Who is in charge? What is power based on? Who gives that person or group power? Is
there a contract? What's the govermnment?

How do people eam their food? Is it based on agriculture, commerce, small trades or
professions, or industry, like manufacturing or technology? Where's the money?

What is the meaning of life? Where did the group come from? What happens when they
die? How do they spend their lives? Who talks to god(s)?

How does the group relate to one another? How do people communicate? What do
people do together? How is the group organized?

Who are the thinkers? What groups are given the chance to leam? How do people
leam? Where does knowledge come from?

How do they express themselves? What commitment to self-expression do they have?
What technology or resources are given to art?

In what geographic region s this located? What geographic landscape makes up the
region? How are the people/events effected by the geography?
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