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Front Range Community College, Summer 2010
HIS101: History of Western Civilization I
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Instructor contact information:

Owen Cegielski

Phone number: 303-827-8449 (Please do not call after 9 pm)

Email address: CegielskiO@cvamail.com
Web Page—The place to download all course readings and assignments: http://historyscholars.weebly.com/index.html
 Mail box is located in C1154

I share office C0952 and my office hours are MW 4:30-5:30 pm.  If I’m not in the office, check the classroom.

Note: I try to respond to messages as quickly as possible, usually within 48 hours. Thank you for joining me for the semester.
The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus and calendar if necessary.
A brief description of the course

History 101 is a survey course that explores a number of events, peoples, groups, ideas, institutions, and trends that have shaped Western Civilization from the Neolithic period through the Renaissance (about 1650). The course reflects the multiple perspectives of gender, class, religion, and ethnic groups. This course focuses on developing, practicing, and strengthening the skills historians use while constructing knowledge in this discipline. 45 contact hours.

Teaching and Learning Methodology

I am an advocate of educational theorist Howard Gardner’s work on “multiple intelligences,” Bloom’s taxonomy of critical thinking, and John Dewey’s philosophy of learning as experience. Accordingly, our class meetings will consist of any of the following active, student-centered formats: interactive lectures; assigned readings and assignments; Socratic Seminar discussions; Fishbowl debates; group activities, including presentations to the rest of the class; audio/video presentations; and other formats as deemed necessary by the instructor. This course aims at furthering every student’s development in comprehension of the covered topical material, critical analysis of that information, and expression of the student’s analysis in formal verbal and written formats.

Text and materials

Readings are to be completed prior to class meetings so that you will be prepared to participate in class discussions and group activities in class. Please refer to the semester plan in this syllabus for the reading list.

1) The required textbook for this course is: Coffin, Judith G. and Robert C. Stacey. Western Civilizations, Volume 1 (Brief Edition).  ISBN: 978-0-393-93236-2. The textbook is required reading for the course. StudySpace Website: http://www.wwnorton.com/college/history/wciv_16e/brief/.

2) You will have additional assigned readings and activity/project worksheets, downloadable from my website www.historyscholars.weebly.com.  These additional readings are short, twelve pages or less with most less than six pages long. All of these additional assigned readings are for your reference and information and are required reading for the course.

3) I ask that you have or get a good dictionary and use it. I recommend The Pocket Oxford Dictionary ISBN 0198611293.

4) I DO NOT use FRCC’s Blackboard to post assignments or to check email. My website www.historyscholars.weeby.com contains all course requirements, including downloadable readings and assignments.  My website also includes a Student-Teacher Contact Form, if you need to send me a quick email, as well as dozens of links to helpful websites for historical writing and research.

5) I would advise that you get yourself a three-ring binder for the course materials so that you can keep them organized. I also suggest that you set aside a spiral notebook or two for taking notes during class meetings and on your assigned readings.

Attendance policy

Attendance is mandatory and is a large percentage of your grade (Please see the section “Grading Scale.”)  The State of Colorado tells us that it is necessary for you to attend a specific number of classroom hours in the assigned course format (face-to-face or online, for example) in order to qualify to pass a course as approved by the State. That is the 45 contact hours indicated for this course. Attendance will be taken daily via sign-in sheet. Excessive absences (more than 10% of course meetings, or more than 3 missed classes) will negatively impact your overall grade as you will miss material and graded in-class activities. In addition, the U.S. Department of Education needs to be able to verify attendance for students who receive federal financial aid.

We have a lot of history to cover in a short ten weeks. From time to time it may seem as if we are flying through history! Remember that it is absolutely necessary to keep up with your coursework. Effective work and time management are the keys to success in all your courses! Every one of you can succeed in this course – I know that from my experience as a teacher. Your success is all a matter of how dedicated you are willing to be as a student. Try thinking of your college courses as the training ground for your future professional success.

Participation and contribution

Participation and contribution are required for success in the course. Your grade is directly linked to your level of class participation and contribution. You are expected to have read the assigned chapters and other preliminary assigned readings prior to the first class meeting in each week. Please inform me right away if you are ill or experiencing some kind of difficulty that may cause you to be absent or may even inhibit your ability to fulfill all the requirements of the course.

Email communications: Be certain to regularly check your FRCC email account. Course announcements and additional information may be sent to you at that account. Due to recordkeeping needs, our email communications need to go through the FRCC system. This includes emailed assignments.

Class behavior

You must engage in civil in-class behavior. Be respectful of your fellow students, the instructor, and any other participants in the class. Put all pagers and cell phones on silent ring for the class period. DO NOT text during class. If you must answer a call, get up quietly and take the call out in the hallway.

Food and beverage are allowed as long as your consumption of them does not distract other students. Use of alcohol or any form of tobacco is forbidden on college property.

Harassment of any kind will not be tolerated nor will disruptive behavior. Both are violations of Front Range Community College policies. You are advised to review the Front Range Community College Student Code of Conduct – it is incorporated here by reference.

A word on cheating and plagiarism

Cheating and plagiarism are violations of FRCC’s policy of academic integrity. Please see the policies on cheating and plagiarism in the Student Code of Conduct in the Front Range Community College Catalog, pp. 182-184.

Assignment and grading policies

ALL assignments must be turned in as described in the particular assignment instructions on the day they are due for consideration for full possible points. Plan your time accordingly. Refer to the assignment instructions for complete details on each assignment.

Follow the instructions for each particular assignment. Be certain that you understand them fully. If you are unclear, discuss it with me after you have read the assignment instructions. Each piece of work for the course should be turned in as described in the instructions for the assignment.

You may rewrite assignments (other than quizzes and exams) in order to turn them in for consideration for additional points for any assignment. I must receive the rewrite no later than one week after the original due date of the assignment. To submit a rewrite, you must have the hard copy of the original to which you will staple your hard copy rewrite and you must submit them together. No rewrites will be accepted from the final week of the course.

Makeup quizzes may be taken for one week after the date you missed. Late written assignments will be accepted for one week from the original due date with an automatic 20% deduction in points. No work will be accepted late beyond this one week limit.

Contact me immediately if you think you will have trouble turning in an assignment on time. If you plan to miss class due to sickness or an emergency, it’s your responsibility to contact to make arrangements to catch up on missing work.  In general, this work should be turned in by the next class period; otherwise, late penalties will be assessed.
Grading scale

I use the standard scale. I never grade on a curve.  Each assignment, activity or test has a specific number of points assigned to it, which are converted to percentages.  

A = 90 to 100% 

B = 80-89% 
C = 70-79% 
D = 60-69% 
F = 59%

Grades are weighted as follows:

Weekly assignments: 35%

Bi-Monthly Quizzes: 25%

Final Project/Assessment: 25%

Attendance/Class Participation: 15%

Written and other assigned work for the course

The following lists all of the work that is required to complete this course. Each type of assignment is briefly described below. You will receive complete instructions for each assignment, either when it is assigned or when it is taken (for quizzes and exams). Final grades will be based upon timely completion of the following assigned work:

Quizzes

Quizzes will cover the information in readings and class meetings of the previous week. They will be a mix of multiple choice, identifications, and/or short answers.  Please read the quiz instructions for each quiz – do not assume the instructions will always be the same.  The key to success: Pay attention in class, participate and take great notes!

Writing assignments

These short (limited to 1-3 double-spaced pages each) writing assignments are designed to get you practicing one of the major competencies history courses are required to fulfill by the State – the writing competency. These assignments will also require you to use various tools of the historian in your work. Please read the assignment instructions for each writing assignment carefully. It is important that you follow all instructions for each assignment.

Group presentations
Students are required to frequently collaborate in small groups of approximately 4-6 students.  Group assignments most often consist of debate preparation and PowerPoint presentations! Full instructions will be provided to each group. Please read the assignment instructions carefully.

Socratic Seminars and Fishbowl Debates

I strongly believe in the value of Socratic Seminars and Fishbowl Debates.  These teaching and learning methods ignite critical thinking in the classroom.

Take-home Final and Two Last Days of Class
You will receive the instructions for this prior to Thanksgiving break; due on the last day of class. Most likely, your final assessment will consist of a PowerPoint project which you also need to present in front of class!

The last two to three days of class will consist of a course wrap up. Presentations may be made on these days and final assessments turned in. This assessment will be concerned with themes that we discuss throughout the course. You will be expected to analyze the ideas that are included in the assignment and to present your original conclusions about them in the form of a PowerPoint presentation.
This is the complete list of work required for the course. I do not usually offer extra credit unless the class requests it by vote.

Primary course goals and objectives – the state competencies and objectives view

The State of Colorado in agreement with the colleges and universities in the state has come up with some general guidelines as to what is expected in the way of outcomes for SGTC courses in Colorado. The competencies you will acquire through your course of study and the goals and objectives you will reach in this course are listed below.

Content Matter Course Goals and Objectives

Students taking this course will, over the course of the semester, be introduced to the course content, will practice using the course content, and will demonstrate that they can:

*      Identify, describe, analyze, and evaluate the major events, trends, peoples, groups, cultures,  

        ideas, and institutions covered in the course.

*      Communicate this understanding of course content orally and in writing, in work created by the 

        student(s).

*      Recognize and identify sources of information using library resources and use these sources in 

        historical research.

*      Demonstrate the ability to analyze secondary sources and recognize differences in historical 

        interpretation

    *      Identify primary sources and determine their particular perspective(s).

    *      Construct historical narratives by identifying patterns of continuity and change and referring to   

            specific primary and secondary sources, maps, and/or artifacts.

Course Goals and Objectives that Integrate History with Workplace Skills

The content matter and its presentation will encourage students to integrate the practice of history with the following workplace skills, which skills students will then demonstrate throughout their assigned coursework:

    *      Acquiring information using various resources and techniques

    *      Breaking complex and multiple sources of information into parts that create better understanding

    *      Developing an awareness of how time and space impact perspective

    *      Develop narrative, analytical, and/or synthetic structures that explain or demonstrate data and

            theory

    *      Producing work that meets the expectations of college-level or business environment 

            submissions

    *      Selecting and applying contemporary technology to solve problems or compile information as 

            appropriate to assignments

This course includes the following general education competencies for the State of Colorado: critical thinking; written communication; and reading.

General course outline

This is a survey history course. This outline lists the general historical periods, ideological eras, and/or geographic areas that our survey is required by the State of Colorado to cover.

Western Civilization, From the Dawn of Humanity to the Renaissance:
PART I: The Ancient World
 Week 1:                Introduction, early human development and Neolithic Revolution                                        
Week 2:                 Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt 
Week 3:                 Egypt, Hebrews and Phoenicians (Fringe Empires of the Ancient World) 
PART II: Classical Civilizations
Week 4:                 Classical civilizations – Ancient and Classical Greece   
Week 5:                 Hellenistic Greece and Classical Civilizations – Roman Republic                                             
Week 6:                 Roman Empire, the Rise of Christianity, and the Fall of Rome                                                
PART III:  Byzantium (the Eastern Roman Empire) and the Early Middle Ages
Week 7:             
   Eastern Europe and the Middle East after the Fall of Rome
Week 8:                 Early and High Middle Ages
PART IV: The High Middle Ages, the Renaissance and Early Modern Europe
 Week 9:                The High Middle Ages, the Crusades and Crisis of the 14th C. 
Week 10:               Origins of the Renaissance and Humanism          
Some general advice for success

1) If you are having problems in the course, please let ME know first. I am the person most likely to be able to assist you with the problem(s).

2) We assume that you are adults who want to achieve something – usually certain grades in coursework to get degrees and/or certifications. Colleges and universities require you to meet standards of work in order to qualify for those achievements.

3) Practice effective time management. Give yourself plenty of time to study. College-level classes often require more time than students initially anticipate.

4) Set up a system and a study schedule right away and stick to it for the semester. That will help you succeed in all of your courses.

5) Remember this – you generally get results that are equivalent to the effort you put into what you are doing. Consistent and conscientious effort combined with a willingness to ask questions is one of the simplest methods for performing up to your own standards.

6) Do not be afraid to ask questions. Do not worry if you are not a terrific writer. Your writing skills improve as you do more of it. It is truly one of those areas in which practice rewards your efforts. I do not expect your writing to be perfect. I only expect you to try to be clear in expressing your ideas.

7) Take notes. You will not do as well as you would like in any of your courses if you do not take notes. You should take notes that help you to retain more information than your memory will on its own. If you are interested in the Cornell style of note taking, please let me know and I’ll show you.

8) Use a calendar of some kind to track your due dates and deadlines and refer to it.

9) Please run a virus-checker on your computer regularly to guarantee you do not lose assignments.

10) I am here to help you learn the subject matter and certain skills. I cannot do the work of learning for you – only you can do that. But I can help you figure out methods of dealing with the course, the information, and the assignments, so please do ask me for help if you want it.

The Semester Plan, Summer 2010
Important notes: Remember that readings assigned for each week should be read before the first class meeting in that week. A Student’s Guide to the Study of History is available at this Web address: http://www.historyguide.org/guide/guide.html and on 2-hour reserve in the library (2 copies). Please be aware that class handouts are also required reading.

Week One, June 1-4:

Introductory Note: It’s always difficult to get started and jump right in, especially during the first week.  I’ve done my best to limit the amount of required reading this week, but you must complete all of the assignments listed below.  

First Day of Class: Wednesday, June 2, 2010!
Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 1: The Origins of Western Civilizations.
Topics: Introduction, early human development and Neolithic Revolution                                        
Due this week:  Complete the worksheet “Becoming Human” in association with the website www.becominghuman.org.  The website will require you to download and save software on a computer for you to access. While we will review some of the website and its movie clips in class, you will be responsible for exploring the website in its entirety as well as completing all 19 questions and the “Final Assignment” on the worksheet.  
Week Two, June 7-11:

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER: Over the next several weeks, we will be examining important religious texts, such as the Bible, as well as myths from various civilizations.  I AM NOT PREACHING OR ADVOCATING A SPECIFIC RELIGIOUS BELIEF. Rather, we will be examining these texts for their historical value only.  If you have any questions or concerns about this, please see me.

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 2: The Gods and Empires in the Ancient Near East
Topics: Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt
Due this week:  Quiz; 1) Read “Noah and the Flood” and “Gilgamesh” and complete the accompanying graphic organizer; 2) Complete “Ancient Mesopotamian Kings Found in the Scriptures” graphic organizer by referring to the referenced passages in the Bible. (If you do not have a copy of the Bible, find an electronic version online. I recommend http://www.biblegateway.com/). 3)) Complete “Egyptian Bible Scavenger Hunt” graphic organizer. 4) Read “Entering King Tut’s Tomb” and “Making an Egyptian Mummy” and draw the step-by-step process of mummification, in comic strip format, for the wealthiest individuals only. 5) Complete “Characteristics of Egypt Data Organizer.”
Week Three, June 14-18:
Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 2: The Gods and Empires in the Ancient Near East
Topics: Egypt, Hebrews and Phoenicians (Fringe Empires of the Ancient World)
Due this week:  Complete the following graphic organizers: “Hebrew Time Periods,” “General Laws,” “Hebrew Kings,” and “Plagues Versus Egyptian Gods” (as described in the Bible’s Exodus Chapters 7-11).
Week Four, June 21-25:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 3: The Greek Experiment and Chapter 4: The Expansion of Greece; “The Religion of the Ancient Greeks,” “Greek Art,” Sophocles’ “Antigone,” “The Trial of Socrates”
Topics: Classical civilizations – Ancient and Classical Greece   
Due this week:  Quiz; 1) Read the selection from “The Trojan war” and answer the accompanying questions. 2) Read “Apollo and Daphne” and answer the accompanying questions. 3) Read the article "Herodotus and Thucydides: Inventing History" and complete the questions for "Discussion & Writing" on p. 5. 4) Read “Sparta” and “Athens: School for Citizens” and complete “Athens and Sparta Comparison” graphic organizer.  5) Read “Pericles’ Funeral Oration” and Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” and write a 250-word compare-contrast essay. 6) Read “Socrates,” “Plato” and “Aristotle.”  We will host a Socratic Seminar based on the question “Which philosopher best answers the question: ‘What is knowledge?’”  Just be prepared with your personal notes for the Seminar.
Week Five, June 28 -July 2:
Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 4 and Chapter 5: Roman Civilization; “The Death of Alexander the Great” and “The Founding of Rome”
Topics: Hellenistic Greece and Classical Civilizations – Roman Republic                                             
Due this week:  1) Read “The Legacy of Alexander the Great” and answer “Questions for discussion and writing.” 2) Complete “Greek Scientists” graphic organizer.  3) Read “When Roman Law Ruled the World” and complete “For Discussion and Writing” questions.  4) Read “The Early Roman Republic” and complete the “Republic” graphic organizer.  5) Read “Julius Caesar Crosses the Rubicon,” “A Portrait of Julius Caesar” and “The Assassination of Julius Caesar” and complete “Murder Report.”
Independence Day Weekend:
July 3-5th!
Week Six, July 5-9:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 5 and Chapter 6: Christianity and the Transformation of the Roman World; “The Deeds of Augustus Caesar,” “Rome: A Vast and Powerful Empire,” “The Barbarian Invasions,” “Dining with Attila the Hun.”
Topics: Quiz; Roman Empire, the Rise of Christianity, and the Fall of Rome                                                
Due this week:  Read “Document Packet: Early Christianity” and write a 250-word response to these questions: “Applying Jesus Christ’s philosophy, how does he suggest Christian should treat the Romans? Why do you think the Romans felt threatened by these teachings and decided to persecute the early Christians?”   Read “Christianity in the Roman Empire” and complete the related questions. Read “Constantine’s Dilemma Parts I & II” and complete “Task Sheets #1 & 2.” Read “Document Packet: Decline of the Roman Empire” and complete all associated questions located inside.
Week Seven, July 12-16:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 7: Rome’s Three Heirs; “Byzantium: The New Rome” and “The Byzantine Empire: A Blend of East and West”
Topics: Eastern Europe and the Middle East after the Fall of Rome
Due this week:  1) Complete “Byzantine Empire Reading Comprehension Questions.”  2) Complete “Comparing Empires—Byzantium vs. Rome” graphic organizer. 3) Read “Justinian and Theodora” and complete the associated reading comprehension questions. 4) Complete “Justinian Code vs. Present Laws.” 5) Go to the following website and explore the virtual tour of a Byzantine Orthodox Church: http://www.ekatontapyliani.org/.  Then, go to the following websites and explore the virtual tour of St. Peter’s Basilica: http://www.sacred-destinations.com/italy/rome-st-peters-basilica.htm and http://www.saintpetersbasilica.org/Docs/SPB-VirtualTour5.htm.  Write a 250-word compare/contrast essay on the architectural characteristics and iconography inside and outside the Byzantine and Roman Catholic churches.  Focus Question: How do the contrasting physical characteristics of these two places reflect differences in worship and beliefs between the Orthodox and Roman Catholic faiths?
Week Eight, July 19-23:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 8: The Expansion of Europe
Topics: Early and High Middle Ages
Due this week:  Quiz; Read “The Life of Charlemagne” and complete the associated reading comprehension questions. Read the following document packets and complete all associated questions located inside each one: 1) “Feudalism” 2) “Medieval Feudal Society,” 3) “Medieval Church” 4) “Manorialism” (no questions for this one), 5) “Medieval Trade and Towns,” 6)”Medieval Philosophy,” 7) “Royal Challenges to Papal Power.”  Read “William I” and complete the questions. 
Week Nine, July 26-30:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 8 and Chapter 10: The Later Middle Ages ; “Pope Urban Calls for a Crusade,” “Islam and the West,” “The Crusaders Capture Jerusalem, 1099” 
Topics: Crusades to the Crisis of the 14th C.

Due this week: 1) Read “Muslim Conquests in Europe” (pages 6-9 of the Bill of Rights in Action) and answer questions for “Discussion and Writing.” 2) Read “Analyzing Primary Sources—The European Crusades” and answer all associated questions located inside. 3) Read “Richard the Lionheart Massacres the Saracens, 1191” and “Evaluate the Career and Policies of Saladin” and complete the assignment as described. 4) Read “The Magna Carta” and answer the associated comprehension questions.  5) Read “Fall of Constantinople” and complete the “sketch.” 6) Read “Causes of the Black Death” and complete the questions and activities.

Week Ten, August, 2-6:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 12: The Civilizations of the Renaissance. 
Topics: Origins of the Renaissance and Humanism         
Due this week:  Quiz; Final PowerPoint Presentations on the Renaissance and Humanism. Please go to my website at www.historyscholars.weebly.com  for further instructions.
Last Day of Class: August 9th!
The disclaimer: You will be expected to have read, to have understood, and to follow the terms and policies contained herein and in all course handouts. If you have any questions, please talk to me right away. You must have access to a computer and the Internet for this course. Your continued registration in this course means that you agree to follow the terms and policies of this course and of Front Range Community College.


Section Information:


This section--HIS 101-003 --meets on the Westminster campus in RM CO302, beginning on June 2 through Aug 9th, MW 5:30-7:35, 3 credits


Drop/add date: Please see the course catalogue for these deadlines.


Office of Special Services


Students with disability are encouraged to contact the Office of Special Services to arrange for accommodations and support services. Please take care of this as early in the semester as possible if you have not already done so.








