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Syllabus for HIS 102-001: History of Western Civilization II      

Front Range Community College, Spring 2010
HIS102-001: History of Western Civilization II

[image: image2.bmp]
French Liberty, July 28, 1830

Instructor contact information:

Owen Cegielski

Phone number: 303-827-8449 (Please do not call after 9 pm)

Email address: CegielskiO@cvamail.com
Web Page—Download Readings and Assignments: http://historyscholars.weebly.com/index.html
 Mail box is located in C1154

I share office C0952 and my office hours are MW 4:30-5:30 pm.  If I’m not in the office, check the classroom or the faculty copy center.

Note: I try to respond to messages as quickly as possible, usually within 48 hours. Thank you for joining me for the semester.
The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus and calendar if necessary.
A brief description of the course

History 102 (GT-HI1) is a survey course that explores a number of events, peoples, groups, ideas, institutions, and trends that have shaped Western Civilization from 1650 to the present. The course reflects the multiple perspectives of gender, class, religion, and ethnic groups. This course focuses on developing, practicing, and strengthening the skills historians use while constructing knowledge in this discipline. 45 contact hours.

Teaching and Learning Methodology

I am an advocate of educational theorist Howard Gardner’s work on “multiple intelligences,” Bloom’s taxonomy of critical thinking, and John Dewey’s philosophy of learning as experience. Accordingly, our class meetings will consist of any of the following active, student-centered formats: interactive lectures; assigned readings and assignments; Socratic Seminar discussions; Fishbowl debates; group activities, including presentations to the rest of the class; audio/video presentations; and other formats as deemed necessary by the instructor. This course aims at furthering every student’s development in comprehension of the covered topical material, critical analysis of that information, and expression of the student’s analysis in formal verbal and written formats.

Text and materials

Readings are to be completed prior to class meetings so that you will be prepared to participate in class discussions and group activities in class. Please refer to the semester plan in this syllabus for the reading list.

1) The required textbook for this course is: Coffin, Judith G. and Robert C. Stacey. Western Civilizations, Volume 2 (Brief Edition).  ISBN: 978-0-393-93236-2. The textbook is required reading for the course. StudySpace Website: http://www.wwnorton.com/college/history/wciv_16e/brief/.
2) You will have additional assigned readings and activity/project worksheets, downloadable from my website www.historyscholars.weebly.com.  These additional readings are short, twelve pages or less with most less than six pages long. All of these additional assigned readings are for your reference and information and are required reading for the course.

3) I ask that you have or get a good dictionary and use it. I recommend The Pocket Oxford Dictionary ISBN 0198611293.

4) I DO NOT use FRCC’s Blackboard to post assignments or to check email. My website www.historyscholars.weeby.com contains all course requirements, including downloadable readings and assignments.  My website also includes a Student-Teacher Contact Form, if you need to send me a quick email, as well as dozens of links to helpful websites for historical writing and research.
5) I would advise that you get yourself a three-ring binder for the course materials so that you can keep them organized. I also suggest that you set aside a spiral notebook or two for taking notes during class meetings and on your assigned readings.

Attendance policy

Attendance is mandatory and is a large percentage of your grade (Please see the section “Grading Scale.”)  The State of Colorado tells us that it is necessary for you to attend a specific number of classroom hours in the assigned course format (face-to-face or online, for example) in order to qualify to pass a course as approved by the State. That is the 45 contact hours indicated for this course. Attendance will be taken daily via sign-in sheet. Excessive absences (more than 10% of course meetings, or more than 3 missed classes) will negatively impact your overall grade as you will miss material and graded in-class activities. In addition, the U.S. Department of Education needs to be able to verify attendance for students who receive federal financial aid.

We have a lot of history to cover in a short fifteen weeks. From time to time it may seem as if we are flying through history! Remember that it is absolutely necessary to keep up with your coursework. Effective work and time management are the keys to success in all your courses! Every one of you can succeed in this course – I know that from my experience as a teacher. Your success is all a matter of how dedicated you are willing to be as a student. Try thinking of your college courses as the training ground for your future professional success.

Participation and contribution

Participation and contribution are required for success in the course. Your grade is directly linked to your level of class participation and contribution. You are expected to have read the assigned chapters and other preliminary assigned readings prior to the first class meeting in each week. Please inform me right away if you are ill or experiencing some kind of difficulty that may cause you to be absent or may even inhibit your ability to fulfill all the requirements of the course.

Withdrawals: If you decide not to complete the course, Front Range Community College asks that you formally withdraw over at the Registrar’s office by the withdraw date deadline. A grade of “W” will be assigned. After the withdraw date, you may stop attending a course but will be given a grade based upon the work you turned in.

Email communications: Be certain to regularly check your FRCC email account. Course announcements and additional information may be sent to you at that account. Due to recordkeeping needs, our email communications need to go through the FRCC system. This includes emailed assignments.

Class behavior

You must engage in civil in-class behavior. Be respectful of your fellow students, the instructor, and any other participants in the class. Put all pagers and cell phones on silent ring for the class period. DO NOT text during class.  If you must answer a call, get up quietly and take the call out in the hallway.

Food and beverage are allowed as long as your consumption of them does not distract other students. Use of alcohol or any form of tobacco is forbidden on college property.

Harassment of any kind will not be tolerated nor will disruptive behavior. Both are violations of Front Range Community College policies. You are advised to review the Front Range Community College Student Code of Conduct – it is incorporated here by reference.

A word on cheating and plagiarism

Cheating and plagiarism are violations of FRCC’s policy of academic integrity. Please see the policies on cheating and plagiarism in the Student Code of Conduct in the Front Range Community College Catalog, pp. 182-184.

Assignment and grading policies

ALL assignments must be turned in as described in the particular assignment instructions on the day they are due for consideration for full possible points. Plan your time accordingly. Refer to the assignment instructions for complete details on each assignment.

Follow the instructions for each particular assignment. Be certain that you understand them fully. If you are unclear, discuss it with me after you have read the assignment instructions. Each piece of work for the course should be turned in as described in the instructions for the assignment.

You may rewrite assignments (other than quizzes and exams) in order to turn them in for consideration for additional points for any assignment. I must receive the rewrite no later than one week after the original due date of the assignment. To submit a rewrite, you must have the hard copy of the original to which you will staple your hard copy rewrite and you must submit them together. No rewrites will be accepted from the final week of the course.

Makeup quizzes may be taken for one week after the date you missed. Late written assignments will be accepted for one week from the original due date with an automatic 20% deduction in points. No work will be accepted late beyond this one week limit.

Contact me immediately if you think you will have trouble turning in an assignment on time. If you plan to miss class due to sickness or an emergency, it’s your responsibility to contact to make arrangements to catch up on missing work.  In general, this work should be turned in by the next class period; otherwise, late penalties will be assessed.
Grading scale

I use the standard scale. I never grade on a curve.  Each assignment, activity or test has a specific number of points assigned to it, which are converted to percentages.  

A = 90 to 100% 

B = 80-89% 
C = 70-79% 
D = 60-69% 
F = 59%

Grades are weighted as follows:

Weekly assignments: 35%

Bi-Monthly Quizzes: 25%

Final Project/Assessment: 25%

Attendance/Class Participation: 15%
Written and other assigned work for the course

The following lists all of the work that is required to complete this course. Each type of assignment is briefly described below. You will receive complete instructions for each assignment, either when it is assigned or when it is taken (for quizzes and exams). Final grades will be based upon timely completion of the following assigned work:

Quizzes

Quizzes will cover the information in readings and class meetings of the previous week. They will be a mix of multiple choice, identifications, and/or short answers.  Please read the quiz instructions for each quiz – do not assume the instructions will always be the same.  The key to success: Pay attention in class, participate and take great notes! In addition, download my PowerPoint notes from my website www.historyscholars.weebly.com and review them before each quiz!
Writing assignments

These short (limited to 1-3 double-spaced pages each) writing assignments are designed to get you practicing one of the major competencies history courses are required to fulfill by the State – the writing competency. These assignments will also require you to use various tools of the historian in your work. Please read the assignment instructions for each writing assignment carefully. It is important that you follow all instructions for each assignment.

Group presentations
Students are required to frequently collaborate in small groups of approximately 4-6 students.  Group assignments most often consist of PowerPoint presentations! Full instructions will be provided to each group. Please read the assignment instructions carefully.

Socratic Seminars and Fishbowl Debates

I strongly believe in the value of Socratic Seminars and Fishbowl Debates.  These teaching and learning methods ignite critical thinking in the classroom.

Take-home Final and Last Day of Class
You will receive the instructions for this prior to Thanksgiving break; due on the last day of class. Please note that I am considering a final which you also need to present in front of class!

This assignment will be concerned with themes that we discuss throughout the course. You will be expected to analyze the ideas that are included in the assignment and to present your original conclusions about them. This is a written assignment. It will likely be a minimum of 3 double-spaced pages in length but may not exceed 8 double-spaced pages. Please thoroughly read the assignment instructions that will be handed out prior to the Thanksgiving break.

The last day of class is a course wrap up. Group presentations may be made on this day and final exams turned in.

This is the complete list of work required for the course. I do not usually offer extra credit unless the class requests it by vote.

Primary course goals and objectives – the state competencies and objectives view

The State of Colorado in agreement with the colleges and universities in the state has come up with some general guidelines as to what is expected in the way of outcomes for SGTC courses in Colorado. The competencies you will acquire through your course of study and the goals and objectives you will reach in this course are listed below.

Content Matter Course Goals and Objectives

Students taking this course will, over the course of the semester, be introduced to the course content, will practice using the course content, and will demonstrate that they can:

*      Identify, describe, analyze, and evaluate the major events, trends, peoples, groups, cultures,  

        ideas, and institutions covered in the course.

*      Communicate this understanding of course content orally and in writing, in work created by the 

        student(s).

*      Recognize and identify sources of information using library resources and use these sources in 

        historical research.

*      Demonstrate the ability to analyze secondary sources and recognize differences in historical 

        interpretation

    *      Identify primary sources and determine their particular perspective(s).

    *      Construct historical narratives by identifying patterns of continuity and change and referring to   

            specific primary and secondary sources, maps, and/or artifacts.

Course Goals and Objectives that Integrate History with Workplace Skills

The content matter and its presentation will encourage students to integrate the practice of history with the following workplace skills, which skills students will then demonstrate throughout their assigned coursework:

    *      Acquiring information using various resources and techniques

    *      Breaking complex and multiple sources of information into parts that create better understanding

    *      Developing an awareness of how time and space impact perspective

    *      Develop narrative, analytical, and/or synthetic structures that explain or demonstrate data and

            theory

    *      Producing work that meets the expectations of college-level or business environment 

            submissions

    *      Selecting and applying contemporary technology to solve problems or compile information as 

            appropriate to assignments

This course includes the following general education competencies for the State of Colorado: critical thinking; written communication; and reading.

General course outline

This is a survey history course. This outline lists the general historical periods, ideological eras, and/or geographic areas that our survey is required by the State of Colorado to cover.

Western Civilization, 1650 to the present

1. The Transformations of Western Civilization, 1650-1789

A. Absolutism and Empire

B. The Economy and Society of Early Modern Europe

C. The Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment

2. Political and Industrial Revolution, 1789-1900
A. The French Revolution and Napoleon

B. The Industrial Revolution

C. The Consequences of Industrialization and Urbanization

D. Nationalism and Nation Building

E. Cultural, Political, and Scientific Change

3. The Supremacy of Western Civilization, 1880-1914
A. Nationalism and Imperialism

B. The Impact of a World Economy

4. The Crisis of Western Civilization: The Era of World Wars, 1914-1945
A. The Waning of European Primacy: The Great War

B. Ideologies, Economics, Society, Politics, and Cultures Between the Wars

C. World War II: The Struggle for World Power

5. The Contemporary World

A. The Cold War

B. The Changing Relationships in the World

C. Global Economy

D. The Contemporary World

Some general advice for success

1) If you are having problems in the course, please let ME know first. I am the person most likely to be able to assist you with the problem(s).

2) We assume that you are adults who want to achieve something – usually certain grades in coursework to get degrees and/or certifications. Colleges and universities require you to meet standards of work in order to qualify for those achievements.

3) Practice effective time management. Give yourself plenty of time to study. College-level classes often require more time than students initially anticipate.

4) Set up a system and a study schedule right away and stick to it for the semester. That will help you succeed in all of your courses.

5) Remember this – you generally get results that are equivalent to the effort you put into what you are doing. Consistent and conscientious effort combined with a willingness to ask questions is one of the simplest methods for performing up to your own standards.

6) Do not be afraid to ask questions. Do not worry if you are not a terrific writer. Your writing skills improve as you do more of it. It is truly one of those areas in which practice rewards your efforts. I do not expect your writing to be perfect. I only expect you to try to be clear in expressing your ideas.

7) Take notes. You will not do as well as you would like in any of your courses if you do not take notes. You should take notes that help you to retain more information than your memory will on its own. If you are interested in the Cornell style of note taking, please let me know and I’ll show you.

8) Use a calendar of some kind to track your due dates and deadlines and refer to it.

9) Please run a virus-checker on your computer regularly to guarantee you do not lose assignments.

10) I am here to help you learn the subject matter and certain skills. I cannot do the work of learning for you – only you can do that. But I can help you figure out methods of dealing with the course, the information, and the assignments, so please do ask me for help if you want it.

The Semester Plan, Fall 2009 
Important notes: Remember that readings assigned for each week should be read before the first class meeting in that week. A Student’s Guide to the Study of History is available at this Web address: http://www.historyguide.org/guide/guide.html and on 2-hour reserve in the library (2 copies). Please be aware that class handouts are also required reading.

Week One, January 18th-January 22nd:

First Day of Class: We will briefly review the syllabus and the policies of the class. It's your responsibility to thoroughly read through the syllabus and to make a time commitment to working hard but learning a lot.
Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 13; Chapter 15 (p. 416-426 only); “The Reformation Summary Sheet;”  “Catholic or Counter Reformation? Overview;” 
Topics: Introduction to the course; the syllabus; The Reformation
Due this week: Read and complete “Theological Debate in the Reformation”; Read and complete the worksheet “Martin Luther the Rebel” (Skip Question #7 on p.4); Read Reformation Document Packet #2 and complete the questions.
Week Two, January 25th-29th:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 14 (p. 376-379 only); Chapter 15 and Chapter 16.
Topics: Science and Absolutism
Due this week:  Quiz; Read Scientific Revolution Packets #’s 1-3 and complete the following 350-word prompt: Using detail from the reading: How did the Scientific Revolution challenge the Catholic Church and traditional thinking of the Middle Ages?
Read and complete European Absolutism Document Packet #1 and questions; Read “Tudor Monarchs” summary sheet and complete “Tudor Monarchs Crossword.” 

Week Three, February 1st-5th:
Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 14 (p. 379-385 only) and Chapter 17.
Topics: Limited Government and The Enlightenment

Due this week: Read “Limits on Absolutism: “The Development of the British Parliamentary System” and “Charles’ Mistakes—Civil War Trigger Events” and complete Curriculum Level 5 questions; Read “Why did Parliament win the English Civil War?” and complete Curriculum Level 5 questions; complete “Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector of England, Hero or Villain?” worksheet and “The English Civil War, Restoration, and Glorious Revolution Graphic Organizer.”

Read “Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu and Rousseau on Government” and complete “For Discussion and Writing” questions #1-3; Read “Enlightenment Thinkers: Hobbes V. Locke” and complete the questions; Read and complete questions for Enlightenment packet #1; Complete “Enlightened Arguments” graphic organizer; Complete “America: Influenced by the Enlightenment” graphic organizer.

Week Four, February 8-12th:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 15 (p. 407-416, 423-424)
Topics:  “Enlightened” monarchs & the First World-wide Wars 
Due this week: Quiz; Read Enlightenment Document Packet #3 (on “Enlightened” monarchs in central Europe and Russia) and answer the following 350-word prompt: How did these absolute monarchs try to legitimize their rule using Enlightenment ideas?  Is an “Enlightened Monarch” even possible?; Read “Age of Absolutism: Peter the Great Deals with a Rebellion” and “Peter the Great’s Reforms” and answer the accompanying questions; Read through “French and Indian Wars: Nine Perspectives” and complete the assignment as directed.

Week Five, February 15th-19th:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 18; The Beginning of the French Revolution, 1789 from Eyewitnesstohistory.com; Battle of Waterloo, 1815 from Eyewitnesstohistory.com
Topics: French Revolution and Napoleon—Causes, Phases of the Revolution and Napoleon.
Due this week: Here are the assignments, organized by subtopics:

Causes: Complete the causes of the French Revolution worksheets #’s 1-2 (Do not complete the Extension Tasks); 

Early Republic Phase: Read “The Declaration of Rights of Man,” “The Declaration of the Rights of Women,” and “The French Revolution Begins” and complete the questions (Do not complete the 2-page Bonus Question); Examine the materials on the Trial and Execution Louis XVI (Do not complete any of the questions or activities b/c we will debate the verdict in class!);

Reign of Terror, Robespierre and Committee of Public Safety:  Read and complete “The Reign of Terror” worksheet ; Examine “The Terror: The Revolution Eats its Children” worksheet (Do not complete any of these questions or activities because we will complete these in class).
Napoleon: Read and complete “The Rise of Napoleon” worksheet (But do not complete the “Timeline” task on the first page); Read and complete “Changes Under Napoleon” worksheet; Read Napoleon Document Packet #1 and answer this 250-word prompt: Did Napoleon betray the ideals of the Revolution OR should he be considered part of the Revolution?
Week Six, February 22nd-26th:

Required readings: Coffin & Spacey, Chapter 20 (p. 542-546).
Topics: Conservatism and Romanticism

Due this week: Quiz; Read “Romanticism: Document Packet.” Using the packet, your textbook and the Internet (if necessary), complete the accompanying questions.  Then, become a literary artist of the Romantic period, by completing the following: 1) Using the poems of Percy Shelly, William Wordsworth, and Samuel Taylor Coleridge as your model and inspiration, write your own poem, using characteristics of the Romantic period (roughly 1 page, in poetic form), 2) Using Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein, write your own 1-page continuation of the story, using the dark tone, mood, imagery and emotion of Shelly’s story, 3) Using the story “The Little Peasant” from Grimm’s Fairy Tales as your model and inspiration, write your own 1-page Grimm Fairy Tale.  Volunteers will present some of their work to class!
Week Seven, March 1st-5th:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 19; “Coal Industry”

Topics: Industrial Revolution and New Colonialism

Due this week:  Complete the “Industrial Revolution Vocabulary List” matching exercise; Read “What were conditions like for children…” and complete the required questions and activities; Read “Document Packet: Industrial Revolution” and write an imaginary speech and bill proposal to the British Parliament, reporting your findings on the way children and workers are treated in the factory and the kinds of laws which must be passed to end the abuse (250 words); Read “City Life during the mid-1800’s” and complete the related questions and activities; Read “Impact of the Railways” and complete the related questions and activities (Do not do 500-word extended writing piece).
Week Eight, March 8th-12th:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 19 (review) and Chapter 23 (p. 610-617 only).  Note: I focus heavily on Karl Marx in this unit by analyzing his work as a reaction against industrialization and capitalism.  You will notice that Marx is discussed in several chapters throughout the textbook, so if you need more information about him, look him up in the index!
Topics: “Mass” Society

Due this week: Quiz; Read “Population, Population, Population: How did it grow?” and complete the related questions and activities. Read the selections from Proudhon and Marx/Engel.  Then, write a 5-paragraph compare/contrast essay, focusing on Marx’s communism vs. Proudhon’s anarchism. Hint: Both writers opposed the capitalistic system, but they proposed radically different ideas.  Your paper should feature several quotes from the texts, along with your own interpretations.  In order to receive a top grade, your paper should feature much critical analysis, rather than simply summary. You are allowed to criticize or support the authors’ ideas in your thesis statement, but avoid using the personal “I” in your paper. This paper should be typed (12-point, New Times Roman) proofread and spellchecked.  We will host a Socratic Seminar on Proudhon and Marx on Thursday!

Note: If you have questions about how to effectively write a 5-paragraph essay, see me.
Week Nine, March 15th-19th:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, chapter 21 (pages 554-576 only); "Documents on Italian Unification, 1846-1861;" "Garibaldi Encourages His Soldiers"
Topics: Nationalism and Social Theories

Due this week: Read and complete: "Analyzing Documents on German Unification, 1848-1871; Read “German Unification document packet” and complete the accompanying questions; Read “Italian Unification document packet” and complete the accompanying questions.

March 22nd-26th: SPRING BREAK—NO CLASSES!!!
Enjoy the break!!!  However, if needed, here’s your chance to catch up with missing assignments or to even work ahead!

Week Ten, March 29th–April 2nd:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 22 and Chapter 23 (p. 626-628 only, focus on “Social Darwinism” & its applications to imperialism).
Topics: Modernity, “New Colonialism” and Imperialism

Due this week: Quiz; The following assignments are organized by subtopics:

The British in India: Read “Pros and Cons of British Rule, ” “British Rule and Indian Nationalism” document packet, and “documents on Gandhi.”  Then, using details and quotes from the readings, write two newspaper-style editorials, one-page each, as follows: Editorial #1: Argue for the benefits of British rule in India as well as why the British should remain. Editorial #2: Argue against British rule in India as well as why the British should leave.

European rule in Africa(“New Imperialism”): Read the excerpt from Joseph Conrad’s “Heart of Darkness”  and answer the following question in at least 250 words: Is Conrad’s “Heart of Darkness” a literary classic and a powerful indictment about the evils of imperialism or a highly racist account of white-African relations?  
Western economic imperialism in Asia: Read “Kaiser William II and German Interests in China” and “Support the Dynasty, Destroy the Foreigners: The Boxer Uprising in China” (pages 10-13) and choose one of the following options: 1) Answer “For Discussion and Writing” questions. Or, 2) Draw a political cartoon with an accompanying caption, criticizing or making fun of Western influence in China.
Week Eleven, April 5th-9th:

Required readings: Coffin & Stacey, Chapter 24; “Study Guide: The Causes and Consequences of the First World War” (Don’t due the recommended essays).
Topics: The Great War—Causes, conditions on the field, and consequences.

Due this week: Here are the assignments, organized by subtopics:

Causes: Read through ”Document Packet: Who was responsible for starting WWI?”  Also look over the “Who was responsible for World War I” graphic organizer BEFORE coming to class. On Monday, you will meet in small groups to share and record your ideas and then we will hold a class debate on the causes of WWI, as the assignment suggests. You MUST come prepared to participate!

Conditions on the battlefield: Read “First World War Weapons” and complete the accompanying crossword puzzle. Focus on Somme, the most important WWI battle featuring trench warfare, by completing all of the following: Read “A Death at the Battle of Somme;” “Trench Warfare in WWI.”  Complete the worksheet “Living through the War:  The Battle of Somme” and “The Daily Tribune: The Battle of Somme,” which requires you to create the front page of a newspaper, featuring articles and one illustration of the war.  Your articles should be summative and analytical and full of historical detail. Please draw your own representations of the Battle; your drawing can take the form of a political cartoon, if you wish. OR... 2) Acting as a soldier in the Battle of Somme, write a 1-page letter back to your family at home. For this activity, make sure you fulfill all requirements as described in "A Letter from the Trenches" worksheet.
Versailles/Consequences: Read “Document Packet: The Controversial Peace of 1919” and complete “The Treaty of Versailles” graphic organizer. Also, complete “President Wilson’s 14 Points” graphic organizer.   On Wednesday, we will hold a debate in class over the Versailles Peace Treaty, so look over the “Versailles Debate Table.” The debate table will be filled out during class.

Week Twelve, April 12th-16th:

Required readings: Stacey & Coffin, Chapter 25; “How did Hitler come to power in 1933?” 

Topics: The Interwar Years: A Precarious Peace, Depression, New Politics and the Rise of Dictators

Due this week: Quiz.  Major Focus: The changing conditions of the U.S. economy during the 1920’s and 1930’s Vs. the turbulent economic and political atmosphere in Germany, bringing about the rise of Adolf Hitler. This focus is slightly different from your textbook, so study my materials closely (see below).

Read and study “The Wall Street Crash” chart and complete the accompanying “Discussion” questions; Read and complete “The Causes and Consequences of the Wall Street Crash.”  

Focus on Nazism and the rise of Adolf Hitler in Germany, by completing the following: “Communism and Fascism: What are the similarities and differences?” graphic organizer.” Read “Why did the Nazis come to power?” and “Nazi Propaganda and its Applications” document packets and complete the accompanying questions.  Read and complete “Life in Nazi Germany 1933-39: Workers and Work;” “The Hitler State;” “Nazism and Racism.”

Week Thirteen, April 19th-23rd:

Note: This is a big topic with a lot of depth.  Therefore, I will focus on major themes, such as causes and consequences, political ideologies and controversial decisions. Since this is a Western Civ. course, I will primarily focus on the War in the Western Theater, rather than the Pacific War.

Required readings: Stacey & Coffin, Chapter 26.
Topics: World War II

Due this week:  Note:--Assignments are organized by subtopics:

Causes: Read “Main Causes of World War II” and complete the accompanying crossword puzzle. Read and complete “Appeasement” worksheet. 

Early Years of WWII: Read the following from Eyewitnesstohistory.com: “The Nazi Occupation of Poland 1939-1940, “France Surrenders, 1940”, “Hitler Tours Paris, 1940,” “The Battle of Britain,” and “The London Blitz.” Acting as an eyewitness news reporter for the London Times, use historical details from these sources to explain why the war is going badly for the Allies in a minimum of 150 words.
Pearl Harbor/U.S. entry: Read and complete “Pearl Harbor – 7th December 1941.” Read the following from Eyewitnesstohistory.com: “Attack at Pearl Harbor, 1941” and “Attack at Pearl Harbor, 1941: The Japanese View.” Compare/contrast the two points of view presented in a minimum of 150 words. Use details from the readings!

Later Years of WWII/Holocaust: Read the following from Eyewitnesstohistory.com: “The Invasion of Normandy,” “The Liberation of Paris,” “The Battle of Berlin,” and “London Celebrates V-E Day.” Acting as an eyewitness news reporter for the London Times, use historical details from these sources to explain why the Allies won the war in a minimum of 150 words. Read “Inside a Nazi Death Camp” and “The Sentencing and Execution of Nazi Criminals.” In at least 150 words, defend or oppose the decision to sentence and execute these criminals.
The A-Bomb, End of WWII, Consequences: Read “The Bombing of Hiroshima” from eyewitnesstohistory.com; Read and complete “The Decision to Drop the Bomb” and “The Atomic Bomb--Hiroshima and Nagasaki” (We will hold a mini in-class debate on this decision on Wednesday). Complete “Yalta and Potsdam” graphic organizer.

Week Fourteen, April 26th-30th:

Note: The Cold War is another large topic, spanning over six decades in many different parts of the world. However, since we are just focusing on western civilization, I will concentrate on events in Germany and Eastern Europe.
Required readings: Stacey & Coffin, Chapters 27 & 28.

Topics: Cold War and the New West

Due this week: Quiz (?); This unit on the Cold war is divided into the following periods:

1) Early Cold War and Containment--Complete “Roots of the Cold War: Ideological Differences” worksheet; Read and complete “Winston Churchill’s Iron Curtain Speech;” Read and complete “Why did Stalin take over Eastern Europe;” Read “George C. Marshall: The Marshall Plan” speech and complete “The Marshall Plan” cartoon worksheet; Complete “The Cold War moves into Western Berlin: The Berlin Airlift, 1948-1949” worksheet

2) The Berlin Wall--Read the following primary sources about the Berlin Wall and the Cold War: 1) “The Russians Discover a Spy Tunnel,” 2)“I am a Berliner,” 3) “Tear down this Wall!” and 4)“A World that Stands as One.” Choosing two of the four readings, create two political cartoons for each, expressing a funny critique of the readings you chose. 

3) Late Cold War and effects--Finally, complete the “Arms Race and Helsinki Accords” worksheet  as well as “Emerging Democracies in Eastern Europe and Russia” questions for “Discussion and Writing.”
You should also be working on your final exam/project, due next week.

Week Fifteen, May 3rd-7th:

Note: I will move entirely away from lecture this week.  You will be on stage, requiring 100% research, preparation and participation (the majority of your final grade depends on this)!  I will provide more detail as these dates approach.

Required readings: Stacey & Coffin, Chapter 29.
Due this week: Quiz on the Cold War (?) and your final project.  See below:
Topics for Final Exam/Project:
1) The history of conflict in Palestine/Israel, with a focus on Western involvement—Who is to blame?

2) The collapse of the Soviet Union—What was the impact on Europe?  Focus on the eastern European countries, such as Germany and Poland.

3) Globalization, world energy use and crisis—What alternative sources of energy should the West and the world research, develop and use?

4) Global terrorism and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan—How are terrorism and these wars linked and how should the West respond?

5) Nuclear development in North Korea and Iran—How should the West respond?

6) The history of genocide, 1945-present (Note: Do not focus on the Holocaust). Has the West effectively acted against such violations of human rights?  You should especially focus on the war in Bosnia and its episode of “ethnic cleansing” as well other places in the world where the West got involved in trying to stop such atrocities.

7) Russia and the conflict over the nation of Georgia—Will there be a new Cold War and how should the West respond?

8) The issue of guest workers and immigrants in Europe—What rights do they deserve and should their services and numbers be limited in countries with strained economies?

9) The digital age—What is the Digital Age, and what are its products, results and dangers?

10) Other topic(s)? Please see me, with a proposed thesis statement and your preliminary research.
Due this week: Final Exams/Projects on Monday, Wednesday and possibly the following Monday (5/10/10), if needed.   
End of semester: May 10, 2010!
The disclaimer: You will be expected to have read, to have understood, and to follow the terms and policies contained herein and in all course handouts. If you have any questions, please talk to me right away. You must have access to a computer and the Internet for this course. Your continued registration in this course means that you agree to follow the terms and policies of this course and of Front Range Community College.


Section Information:


This section meets on the Westminster campus in room CO302, beginning on Wednesday, January 20th, 5:35-6:50 pm, every MW, through May 10th, 2010, 3 credits


Drop/add date Information: Please check the current course catalog for information on the last day to withdraw from class with refund.  Also, please take note of the last day to withdraw and receive a grade of “W” for this course. There are no pre-requisites or co-requisites for this course. If you are having academic issues, always feel free to talk to me privately before considering dropping the course.  Often, the problem(s) can be worked out, and save you a lot of time and money! 


Office of Special Services


Students with disability are encouraged to contact the Office of Special Services to arrange for accommodations and support services. Please take care of this as early in the semester as possible if you have not already done so.








