[image: image1.png]TRIAL PREPARATION:“I must see your
completed work by the last 10 minutes of the
period!” See the requirements for your

qgroup, below:

Everyone: Reread through your materials on the Johnson case.

Judges: You mustmaster courttrial procedure and direct every step of the triall You are in

charge! In addition, if an attomey cries “objection!” you must decide to “sustained” (agree with

the objection) or “overruled” (disagree with the objection). Prepare a two-column chatt, one

column with 10 fact-based questions forthe defense, the other column with 10 fact-based

questions forthe prosecution. Which ever side answers your questions best the trial, should win

the case.

Prosecution Team: Prepare opening statement, 10 good arguments with evidence, factbased

questions for witnesses, closing statement

s Defense Team: Prepare opening statement, 10 good arguments with evidence, fact-based
questions for witnesses, closing statement

S Witnesses: Become a master of yourrole inthetrial. If you are Gregory Lee Johnson, you
must KNOW him and how he would respondto questions. You must provide factual answers!
Develop 10 facts about how Johnson feels and why, especially concerning his own defense.

S Jury: Reviewthe grading rubric for the courttrial. Prepare a two-column chart, one column with

10 fact-based arguments for the defense, the other column with 10 fact-based arguments for

the prosecution. You should expectto see some of the these arguments presented during the

trial. You will unanimously reach a verdict towards the end ofthe trial





[image: image2.png]Simplified Steps in a Trial

1. Calling of Case by Bailif: "All rise. The Court of is now in
session. Honorable Judge presiding.

2. Opening Statement: First the prosecutor (criminal case) or plaintiffs attorney (civil
case), then the defendant's attorey, explain what their evidence will be and what they
will try to prove.

3. Prosecution's or Plaintiffs Case: Witnesses are called to testiy (direct
examination) and other physical evidence is introduced. Each witness called is
cross-examined '(questioned so as to break down the story or be discredited) by the
defense.

4. Defendant's Case: Same as the third step except that defense calls witnesses for
direct examination; cross-examination by prosecution/plaintif.

5. Closing Statement: An attormey for each side reviews the evidence presented and
asks for a decision in his/her favor.

6. Jury Instructions (Jury Trials Only): The Judge explains to the jury appropriate rules
of law that it is to consider in weighing the evidence. As a general rule, the
prosecttion (or the plaintiffin a civil case) must meet the burden of proof in order to
prevail. In a criminal case this burden is very high. In order for the accused? Are some
parts of the trial more important than others? Would you trust a jury of your peers to
determine your guilt or innocence? Students should also explore their reactions to
playing attoreys, witnesses, jurors, and the judge. What roles do each play in the trial
process?
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ekl e, hpcamnce viooe besdesccing heighes nb ogin. A sle t
e e s e i o

S s s e s gt ot .0, i B
[l st A

e by s
[ pery

et e omc e
e e e

Bty

by R
e S

e one v
S e Ko
g

e Ehe
oy

e e e

i





