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Å ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:

Å 1) What factors contributed to the rise of the Ottoman empire?

Å 2) How did the Ottomans conquer the city of Constantinople, ending the 

Byzantine empire?

Å 3) What were the cultural and political achievements of some of the greatest 

Ottoman sultans?

Å 4) How did the Ottoman empire fall?
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The Ottoman Bureaucracy
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Why Did The Ottomans Succeed?

Å1) Able, intelligent leaders

Å2) Ottomans tolerated other faiths of those 

they conquered

Å3) Many in Old Byzantine Empire were 

tired of the corruption the old Byzantine 

Empire, or eastern Roman Empire.
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Key Events of the Ottoman State

Å1389 ðDefeat the Serbs at Battle of 
Kosovo.
Å1396 ðCrushed the Hungarians and 

foreign knights at Nicopolis.
Å1402 ðTamerlane defeats the Ottomans 

near Ankara.
Å1453ðMehmet II and Turks capture 

Constantinople .
Å1517 ðTurks captured Cairo.
Å1529 ðFirst siege of Vienna.
Å1683 ðSecond siege of Vienna. By 1683 the 

Turks controlled Hungary in Europe to the 
Persian Gulf.

Geography Exercise: Map the extent of the 

Ottoman Empire in 1566
Directions:

Using this

map of the

Ottoman

Empire and a

modern-day

map of the

Middle East,

complete the

following:

1) Draw the

modern-day

political

borders of all

countries on

this map,

2) Label the

countries

3) Lightly

shade in the

area which 

the Ottomans

conquered.

Make a simple

key in the box.
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Introductory Video: ñThe 

Ottoman Empireò (25 m)

ÅWhat factors led to the rise and fall of the Ottoman 

Empire?  Pay attention!  Your assignment follows!
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INTRODUCTORY 

READING 

ASSIGNMENT:
ÅRead and complete the 

questions for ñThe Ottoman 

Empireò worksheet.

Osman I (Othman):  1299-1326

ÅOttoman conquest and 

expansion began under Osman I

(1299-1326)--a ghazi, or warrior--

who was determined to spread 

the faith. Osman established the 

Ottoman Empire.

ÅOsman established a

bureaucracy--a system of 

business management and 

administration. 

ÅDǭvǕnor dǭwǕn(Persian дϜмтϸ) 

was a high governmental body 

in a number of Islamic states, or 

its chief official
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Tamerlane (1336-1405)
or òTimur, the Lameó

Tamerlane (1336 ï1405) 

Å Timur, or Tamerlane, was a 
Turkish-Mongol conqueror of 
much of western and Central Asia. 
He was a rival to the Ottomans.

Å Founded the Timurid Empire 
(1370 ï1405) in Central Asia, 
which survived until 1857 as the 
Mughal dynasty of India.

Å He wanted to restore the Mongol 
Empire. 

Å 1402 ïTamerlane defeated the 
Ottomans near Ankara.

Å He was also knowledgeable of 
Persian culture. Persian became 
the primary language of 
administration and literary culture. 
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Mehmet I:  1413-1421

ÅMehmet Iïan Ottoman 

sultan who strengthened the 

empire and conquered parts of 

Albania and parts of the 

Middle East. 

ÅStrangely, he recognized the 

neighboring Byzantine 

Emperor as his "father and 

overlord" and remained loyal 

until his death.

ÅFormed the first Janissaries

-- infantry units that formed the 

Ottoman sultan's household 

troops and bodyguard. 
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Janissaries

ÅThe janissaries were 

initially formed of Dhimmi--

non-Muslims, especially 

Christian youths and 

prisoners of war

ÅSuch Janissaries, soon 

composed of all Muslims, 

became the first Ottoman 

standing army.

Mehmet II:  1444-1445;  1451-1481
(òThe Conqueroró)

ÅMehmet II(Turkish for ñMohammedò)ï- was an 

Ottoman sultan who is known for capturing

Constantinople from the Byzantines in 1453.

Å Mehmet wanted to establish rule of Islam over 

the former Roman Empire, especially Italy.  

ÅHe warred against Venice and Hungary, 

extending the Ottoman Empire from the 

Euphrates to the Danube rivers. 

ÅHe made himself absolute sovereign ïleader 

with absolute power with a huge bureaucracy

Å Mehmet was interested in the arts and learning 

of Europe, Byzantium, and the Latin West, as 

well as Islam. 

ÅHe mastered the principles of Christianity, 

European history, and geography and supported 

the works of scholars.



10/24/2009

10

Or, PBS Video on Mehmet II (10:45 min)

Prompt: How did Mehmet earn the name ñthe conqueror?ò  How did he

capture Constantinople, thereby defeating the Byzantine Empire, and 

change the city into an Islamic center?
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Called the òGolden Hornó ð15c map

òGolden Hornó Today
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Sunset on the òGolden Hornó

The Fall of Constantinople:  1453



10/24/2009

13

Europeans vs. Turks

The End of the Byzantine Empire

The Muslims changed the European names of important sites to Islamic names.

Constantinople was renamed to Istanbul.

Ha! Ha! 

I win!
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The Ottoman Capital ðConstantinople 
becomes Istanbul

Hagia Sophia

Hagia Sophia --The once Orthodox Christian church is transformed into a 

mosque by the Muslim conquerors.
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Hagia Sophia - interior

Faith Mosque
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For Assignment #1: Read this diary about the fall of Constantinople and 

then sketch these events on paper!
Å April 7th:

Å The Ottoman forces, under the command of Mehmet himself, 
have set up camps outside the city's imposing triple defensive 
walls.

Å The Sultan demanded that Constantine immediately surrender 
the city, but he has refused, and the massive Turkish cannons 
have begun to bombard the western portion of the city, so 
loudly that women have been reported to have fainted with the 
shock!

Å April 17th:

Å The siege has now continued unabated for over a fortnight, but 
morale within the city remains high.

Å Although the walls have been pierced several times through 
mining and artillery fire, the defenders have constructed 
palisades and have driven off every Turkish assault.

Å The inhabitants remain hopeful that there will soon be an 
arrival of ships from Europe bringing supplies and troops.

Å May 15thth:

Å Morale is now declining rapidly. Food is growing scarce within 
the city, and heavy rains and freakish hailstorms has added to 
the sense of foreboding.

Å There are increasing reports of people deserting the city under 
cover of darkness.

Å Nevertheless, the defenders are holding firm and concluding 
that the city will fall only when the moon gives a sign.

Å May 27th (evening):

Å A dense fog enveloped the city today. This is extraordinary 
weather for late spring in temperate Constantinople.

Å By nightfall, the fog had lifted but the defenders have been 
horrified to see the windows and rooftops of the city flickering 
with ominous shades of eery red flame: even the enormous 
copper dome of the Hagia Sophia, the imposing cathedral of 
Constantinople, is affected.

Å May 29th: 3.00am

Å After using his heavy artillery to form a breach in the wall, the 
first attack was launched upon Constantinople 2 hours ago, led 
by the Bashi-bazouks.

Å The shout of the men could be heard miles away!

Å They knew they were outnumbered and outskilled, but fought 
with passion until the attack was called off a few moments ago.

Å May 29th: 6.00am

Å The second attack started 2 hours ago, led by the Anatolian Turks.

Å This army can easily be recognised by their specialized uniforms and is 
more organised than the firstéthey are using their cannons to blast 
through the walls of the city. By using trumpets and other noises they have 
been able to break the concentration of their opponents!

Å These troops managed to enter the city, but many were massacred, and 
the attack has now been called off.

Å May 29th: 7am

Å Before the army has been able to gain strength and order, another attack 
has fallen upon them.

Å Mehmet's favourite set of troops called the Janissaries have started to 
attack.

Å They are launching arrows, missiles, bullets, stones and javelins at the 
enemy.

Å They are maintaining perfect unity in this attack, unlike the other attempts. 
This battle, at thestockade, is proving to be a long and tiring one for all the 
troops.

Å May 29th: 8.00am:

Å While battles are being fought on land, the Turks have also tried to take 
control of the sea.

Å Many ships have been placed in the Golden Horn and off of the Marmora 
shore to help siege the city.

Å Many of the soldiers have flooded off of these ships to take down the 
harbor walls and start looting the city.

Å May 29th: 10.00am

Å The Turks have noticed that a port called the Kerkoporta has accidentally 
been left open by the Christians.

Å The Christian army have frequently used that gate to try to penetrate the 
flank of the Turkish army. The Turks have stormed the gate, attacking the 
defenders from the flank and rear.

Å The surrounded defenders of Constantinople, including Constantine XI, 
have refused to yield andfought on until they were overwhelmed.

Å Their refusal to surrender meant that the Ottoman army has been given 3 
days and nights of unrestricted plunder, rape and arson.

Å The carnage has been so horrific that the streets are said to be running 
with blood.

Å 1454ðMEHMET HAS RENAMED THE CITY TO INSTANBUL, A MULSIM 
CAPITAL.


