
Chapter 1 - Discovery of America 
 
  I.   God Sets the Stage for Discovery of America 

       A.   Leif Ericson 

             1.   From Scandinavia 

             2.   A. D. 1000 

             3.   Called it Vineland because of all the grapes growing there. 

             4.   Christian Viking 

      B.   The Crusades 

             1.   Roman Catholic domination of the world 

             2.   Popes spurred on Crusades between A. D. 1000-1300 against     

                   Muslims 

             3.   Revived European interest in trade with the East. 

      C.   The Rise of the Middle Class 

             1.   Merchants and Traders 

                   a.   Crusades led to a new social class by trade with the Orient. 

                   b.   Middle Class played an important role in developing the New 

                         World. 

             2.   Marco Polo 

                   a.   Italian merchant who accompanied his father and uncle on a trip  

                         to China. 

                   b.   First European who traveled the length of Asia. 

                   c.   Served 20 years to Kublai Khan, ruler of China 

                   d.   Marco wrote a book about products of the Orient. 

                   e.   Spurred European's interest in Asia. 

       D.   The Renaissance 

              1.   Means "rebirth - appears to have been the rebirth of Nimrod 

              2.   Emphasized abilities of mankind and largely ignored God. 

              3.   New inventions created were useful for explorations: 

                    a.   More accurate maps 

                    b.   Improved ship rudders 

                    c.   Astrolabe 



                     d.   compass 

                     e.   moveable type printing press - MOST IMPORTANT 

                           1.   Johann Gutenberg developed in 1440 

                           2.   First book printed was the Bible 

                           3.   Brought Europe out of the dark ages 

       E.   Search for New Trade Routes 

              1.   European merchants wanted new all water route to the Orient 

              2.   Prince Henry the Navigator of Portugal 

                    a.   Developed a navigation school 

                    b.   Explored the west coast of Africa 

              3.   Bartholomew Dias reached the Cape of Good Hope at the southern  

                    tip of Africa in 1488 

              4.   Vasco da Gama 

                    a.   Sailed all the way around Africa to India 

                    b.   Opened an all-water route to the East 

        F.   The Reformation 

              1.   Martin Luther 
                    a.   Ninety-five thesis nailed to a German church door attacking the  

                          sale of indulgences by the Catholic church in 1517. 

                    b.   Brought revival of Biblical Christianity 

              2.   English colonies in North America heavily influenced by the            

                    Word of God. 

              3.   Religious matters continued to be settled by nations and  

                    governments. 

 II.   America before Columbus 

       A.   Peopling of the New World 

             1.   Great migration from the Tower of Babel 

             2.   Crossed land bridge at Bering Strait 

             3.   First people were probably hunters 

       B.   The Indians of North America 

              1.   Sparsely populated 



              2.   Many tribes living in their natural environments throughout North and  

                    South America. 

              3.   Daily Life 

                    a.   Men fished and hunted 

                    b.   Women cultivated the garden, dress and preserved the game,  

                          and carried the burdens to set up new camps. 

                    c.   Lived close to the land. 

              4.   Religion 

                    a.   False gods 

                    b.   Religious leaders were known as medicine men 

              5.   Tribal Wars were common 
III.   Columbus Discovers America in 1492 

       A.   Voyage of Discovery 

              1.   Believed the earth was round like many of the educated people of  

                    his time. 

              2.   Planned to sail westward to Asia upon several incorrect assumptions 

                    a.   Underestimated the distance from westward Europe to Asia 

                    b.   Did not know continents of North and South America lay        

                          between Europe and Asia. 

              3.   Spain's Ferdinand and Isabella sponsor his trip. 

              4.   Ships were named Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria 

                    a.   Reached San Salvador October 12, 1492 

                    b.   Called the natives Indians because he thought he had found an  

                          island of the India's. 

                    c.   Today the islands are called the West Indies. 

              5.   Indians 

                    a.   Arawaks, a group of friendly Indians, met Columbus when his  

                          ships landed at San Salvador. 

                    b.   Caribs, a group of cannibals, also resided within the area and  

                          the name of the Caribbean Sea was given in reference to this  

                          tribe. 



              6.   Also discovered Cuba and Hispaniola 

              7.   Took three more voyages to the new world and was known as the   

                    Admiral of the Open Seas. 

       B.   America gets a name 

              1.   Amerigo Vespucci was the first to realize that Columbus  

                    discovered a new continent. 

              2.   German map maker in 1507 suggested the land be named America  

                    in Amerigo's honor and the name caught on. 

IV.   Spain in the New World 

        A.   Spanish Explorers and Conquerors 

              1.   Conquistadors followed the explorers. 

              2.   Came to seek fame and fortune 

              3.   Early Spanish Explorers 

                    a.   Ponce de Leon 

                          1.   Governor of Puerto Rico 

                          2.   Searching for the Fountain of Youth in 1513 

                          3.   First Spanish landing on the mainland of North America. 

                          4.   Named the land Florida from the many flowers blooming at   

                         the time. 

                    b.   Vasco de Balboa 

                          1.   Crossed the Isthmus of Panama and discovered the Pacific  

                         Ocean in 1513. 

                          2.   Now realized that a vast ocean lay between the New World  

                          and the Far East. 

             4.   Magellan's World Tour 

       a.   Portuguese sailor working for Spain began his three year  

      voyage around the world in 1519. 

       b.   Killed in the Philippines 

       c.   Only one of five of his ships made it home safely 

       d.   Proved the world was round 

5.   Hernando Cortez and the Aztecs 



       a.   Conquered the Aztec Indians of Mexico with the help of  

      neighboring Indian tribes. 

       b.   The Aztecs were led by Montezuma. 

6.   Francisco Pizarro and the Incas 

       a.   In 1533, he conquered the Inca Indians of Peru. 

       b.   Stole their silver and gold and forced them into slavery. 

7.   Francisco Coronado and the Cities of Gold 

      a.   Marched from Mexico to search for the "Seven Cities of Cibola" 

      b.   Discovered the Grand Canyon 

      c.   Discovered the Pueblo Indians of New Mexico area 

      d.   Explored the Southwest 

8.   Hernando De Soto discovered the Mississippi River 

       B.   Spanish Legacy to America 

              1.   St. Augustine was the first permanent settlement in the present  

                    United States. 

              2.   Catholic missions and the religion 

              3.   Architecture 

              4.   Introduced horses, mules, cattle, sheep, cereals, oranges, lemons,  

                    and olives into the New World. 

       C.   Defeat of the Spanish Armada 

             1.   Spain became the most powerful nation in the world. 

             2.   Rivalry at sea 

                    a.   Spain's chief rival was England 

                    b.   "Sea Dogs" like Sir Francis Drake attacked Spanish ships bound  

                          for Spain from the New World and took their cargoes of gold and  

                          silver. 

              3.   Religious Rivalry 

                    a.   England was a Protestant country. 

                    b.   Spain was part of the Counter-Reformation of the Catholic  

                          church to bring back the people into the Catholic fold. 

             4.   Defeat of the Armada 



                    a.   Spain sent the "Invincible Armada" to attack and destroy  

                          England. 

                    b.   English navy met the Spanish fleet in the English Channel and  

                          defeated them. 

                    c.   English credited God with the victory. 

                    d.   Defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 made England the major  

                          power to develop North America 
              V.   France in the New World 

      A.   French Claims in North America 

            1.   Looked for the Northwest Passage - water route through  

           North America to the Pacific 

            2.   Jacques Cartier led expedition that discovered the St.   

           Lawrence River in 1534-1535. 

            3.   Huguenots, French Protestants, established Charlesfort  

           (Charlestown) on the east coast of South Carolina and Fort  

           Caroline on the coast of Florida. 

                  a.   Came to escape religious persecution  

                  b.   Their settlements failed 

            4.   New France is established 

                  a.   First permanent French settlement was Quebec, Canada  

                 by Samuel de Champlain - "Father of New France." 

                  b.   Jacques Marquette and Louis Joliet led the expedition  

                 which explored the central Mississippi River. 

                  c.   Robert Cavalier de la Salle in 1682 sailed down the  

                 Illinois River to the Mississippi River and into the Gulf of  

                 Mexico. 

                       1.   Claimed the entire Mississippi Valley for France 

                       2.   Named it Louisiana in honor of King Louis XIV of  

                      France. 

                 d.   French claimed Canada as New France 

                       1.   Interested only in the fur trade business 



                       2.   Friends of the Indians except for the Iroquois because  

                      of joining forces with their enemies in a battle at one  

                      time.  

                       3.   Many men married Indian women 

                       4.   Never became heavily populated because: 

                             a.   Only hunters and traders came to the New World 

                            b.   Lacked self government 

                            c.   Lacked religious freedom 

       B.   French Legacy in North America 

             1.   Language, names, religion, governments, customs and traditions 

             2.   New Orleans, Louisana 


