What was Fundamentalism like during the 1920’s?  Read below and find out!
[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]
Reading Comprehension Questions—Respond in complete sentences:
1. In your own words, define fundamentalism and its central beliefs.


2. What was fundamentalism against?


3. How did the Fundamentalism influence the outcome of the Scopes Trial?  Explain.
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People & Events: Fundamentalism and the Social Gospel

American fundamantalism and the social gospsl ars tro
distinct religious movemants. Both began in the sarly
part of the 20th cantury. Both sprang from Christianity's
attempt to deal vith moder problems. Yet they had
radically different goals. As politician and religious
leader, Willam Jennings Brvan played 3 prominent role.
in both movemants.

The social gospel graw out of the abuses of
industrialism. By the turn of the twentisth century.
American cities had become magnets for cheap labor.
Poverty bred = new kind of hopsleszness. Waslthy.
captains of industry, like Andrev Carnsgie and John
Rocksfaller, wers seen 2 indifferent to the zufferings
oF the poor, Soms of the rich vers philanthropists, but
‘others justified their cruelty vith a philosophy called Social Darvinism. If evolution
favors the survival of the fittast, they arguad, why should the strong help the veak to

The social gospel arose to combat this blesk landscaps. Historian Paul Boyer says,
“many Christians came to balieve that through reform sfforts, through reform
legislation dealing vith child labor, vith slums and tenement houses and unsafe
vorking conditions, human beings really could build the Kingdom of God on sarth.”
This belief informed the early progressive movement. Willam Jennings Bryan carried
this idea into his three presidential campaigns.
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To counter the argument of the Social Darvinists, Bryan
compared society o 3 garden. In a garden, said Bryan,
you don't let the veads trumph over the roses simply
because the weeds are strongar. You protect the roses
from the veads. And f you vant 3 socisty vhers you
have good people, kindness, charity, and squaliy, you
have to do some wesding.

Fundamantalism arose from = radically different
impulse than the social gospel. Early in the 20th century
cartain prominent Christians began to see the Bible as
 historical text rather than 3 revealed truth. The Bible,
sccording to thess so-called "highar critics,” had
‘=volved over time and simply reflected the vievs of the
men vho vrote it

Fundamantalizm rose vithin the church to combat this modsrn view of the Bible. The
name comes from a series of pamphlats called "The Fundamentals,” published in
1512, "The Fundamentals” outlined the badrock truths that all Christians should
belisve. Fundsmantalists believed in 2 "back to basics” Amarican thealogy: The Sible
vias not 3 text to be intarprated, but the revealed vord of God.

In the baginning, fundsmantalism did not sttempt to resch out and changs socisty
22 2 vhols. It vas the anti-svolution crusads of William Jennings Eryan that tured
fundsmantalism into = political movemant. Baginning in 1522 Bryan campsignad
across America for laws against the teaching of Darvin's theory. His crusade Iit a fire
in the state of Tennassee, which passed 3 law outlaving the teaching of evolution
early in 1925,
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When John Scopes vas arrested for violating the law,
The World's Christian Fundamantals Organization
invited William Jennings Bryan to go to Dayton.

Tennessee, to prosecute Scopes. Bryan jumpad at the

Chance.

The Scopes trial forever changed fundsmentalism in
America. Th nations| media, led by H. L. Mencken,
mocked Bryan and his "Bible belt” follovers. Mencken
called Eryan = charlatan vith = particular genius for
manipulating the “yokels" who worshipped him.
Mencken's raports from Dayton influsnced historian's
depictions of Eryan, the Scopes trial, and

fundamentalism tself for years aftervards.

One of the false leszons of the Scopss trisl,
historian Ronald Numbars, "vas that the Ame:
Libert:

from Chicage, Clarence Darrou, could through verbal
embarrassment of the leadar of the fundamentalsts,
discradit an antire movemant. And historians writing in
the late 505 and early 605 think that fundamentalism
has disappeared from American culture.”

says
o il
Union coming devm vith = very smart lavyar

But the fundamantalist movemant had only gone
underground. Iis leaders had learned valusble lessons
from the Scopes trial. Fundsmentalism would emerge

later in the 20th century 35 a far more radical and

=ophisticated movemant. As for the social gospel, the
phrass is no longar in currancy, but the impulzs.
continues in the charitable works of raligious people throughout America.





