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The peace movement in the 1960s was directed to stopping all forms of war. The numbers of Americans that died in the Vietnam War was used by the movement to persuade people that war was wrong. By the end of the 1960s, opposition to Vietnam was so strong that an anti-war statement was effective and powerful. As the sixties wore on the movement also came to stand for equal rights. 
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The Black Panthers


The Black Panther Party was founded in 1966 in California by two black men. They wanted control of schools, medical centres and welfare programmes as well as demanding policing of black areas. They also wanted blacks to be exempt from military service. The Black Panthers were a militant group and they had many confrontations with police that led to shootings and arrests.








The SDS


The Students for a Democratic Society was founded in Chicago in 1962. They began as a civil rights movement but later became more 


Concerned with ending US involvement in Vietnam. They often worked with the Black Panthers. A small group of SDS members known as the Weathermen believed in violent revolution and were associated with a number of bombings at colleges and government institiutions. 











Woodstock


This was a three-day music festival held in August 1969 to promote peace. Around 450,000 people attended the festival. The music played by top rock stars including Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin, was almost non-stop. It poured with rain turning the field into a mud bath. Drug use was widespread and sanitary conditions were primitive. The festival, which promoted ‘Make love not war’ has come to symbolise the peace movement of the sixties.
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The Hippy Movement


Young men wore their hair long; young women dressed like peasants and wore psychedelic colours. All of them seemed dirty, drugged, and disrespectful of their elders and society at large. They dropped out of college, started up rock bands and lived in communes. All in the name of peace! 





A Black Panther Poster
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Music and Flower Power


People decorated themselves and their vehicles with flowers to show their commitment to peace. 


Rock musicians wrote songs of peace and love.





Activities


1. Which groups used violence to protest for peace and equality?


2. What forms of peaceful protest were used?


3. What was the message of the Black Panthers?


3. What were the main features of hippies?


4. Look at the words to Blowin’ in the wind. How do these words call for peace in Vietnam?














© � HYPERLINK "http://www.historyonthenet.co.uk" ��www.historyonthenet.co.uk� 2002








