Feudal India Lesson Plans

Go to the Website:  http://www.pbs.org/thestoryofindia/teachers/lessons/
INTRODUCTION: From ancient to modern times, India has played a central role in human history. The Story of India offers educational resources for students. The lessons have been designed for high school world history and Advanced Placement world history classes. 
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Lesson 1: Tracking Early Hinduism
In this lesson students explore the early history of Hinduism and create a scrapbook that highlights important gods, holy sites, and ancient texts.
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Lesson 2: An Edict on Ashoka
To honor the great achievements of Ashoka, students mimic the style of the Great Rock Edicts and write an edict memorializing one of Ashoka’s accomplishments. To follow up, students develop additional edicts that reflect the beliefs of Ashoka but apply to issues faced today.
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Lesson 3: The Winds of Trade
This two-part lesson starts by putting students in the shoes of a Roman merchant in the state of Kerala trying to convince a business partner to join him in India. The second portion of the lesson has students evaluate the importance of trade in Indian history through the eyes of a contemporary historian examining the letter written in part one.
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Lesson 4: Monument to the Stars
To commemorate the achievements of the great mathematician and scientist, Aryabhatta, students create a monument for display at a fictional university.
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Lesson 5: Akbar's Debate
Students explore Akbar's interest in the many religions of India by constructing a conversation between multiple religious leaders, moderated by Akbar himself, who attempt to find common ground among the faiths.
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Lesson 6: British Attitudes Towards India
The British perception of Indian culture was reflected in their policies and attitudes toward the people of India. This activity has students consider the British attitude and then respond to it from the perspective of an Indian living under British rule.

Lesson 1: Tracking Early Hinduism

(Vedic Period, 15th – 5th Centuries BCE)

Objectives

· Understand the foundation of Hinduism.

· Consider and examine the ancient texts that defined Hinduism.

· Develop an overarching understand of the complexity of Hinduism and its early development.

· Review the major deities in Hinduism and their individual roles in the spiritual lives of Hindus.

Introduction

India remains one of the most religiously diverse nations in the world. Hindus, Muslims, Jains, Buddhists, Sikhs, Jews, and Christians have a home in India. The oldest and most widely practiced religion in India, Hinduism, has deep roots in the subcontinent. Throughout the numerous political upheaval and foreign invasions, Hinduism remained the sole constant throughout the region’s history.

Hindu beliefs developed over the centuries and include many influences, including numerous sacred texts, thousands of deities, and holy sites that continue to draw millions of pilgrims.

Main Task

Create a scrapbook of images and text that highlights your virtual tour of the development of ancient Hinduism from the perspective of a foreign traveler just discovering this religion. Use images from the Internet (with appropriate citation) or create your own. 

You should draw from the ancient texts to the stories of the gods to the holy sites along the banks of the Ganges River. Topics could include:

· The importance of the Ganges River

· Origins of Sanskrit

· The Vedas and Mahabharata

· The various gods

Brief Process

1. Gain a basic understanding of Hinduism through the provided text and video resource.

2. Create a persona that will go on this exploration of the largest Indian religion. You can draw from the many historical visitors and invaders who have come to India for trade and conquest – from the Romans to the Mughals to the British.

3. Review and research five to seven topics from the provided text and video resources.

4. Create a scrapbook page for each topic. Include basic information about the topic, the perception of your foreign visitor, and images that help illustrate the subject.

Resources

· Sanskrit (video resource)
· Hinduism
· Ganges River
· Varanasi
· Vedas
· Mahabharata (video resource)
· Ghats (video resource)
· Magh Mela
Hindu Gods:

· Shiva
· Krishna and Radha
· Hanuman
· Saraswati
· Lakshmi
· Ganesha
Extension Ideas 

· If you personally are Hindu, write a journal that records your spiritual and pragmatic reflections when reading about these holy sites, ideas, and figures.

· Use one of the many online multimedia–making tools for the creation of your project.

· Blog your findings as if you are in the field recording your thoughts.

· Team up with a classmate and write letters to each other about your thoughts and perceptions of various Hindu topics.

Lesson 2: An Edict on Ashoka

(Mauryan Empire, 3rd Century BCE)

Objectives

· Review the basic tenets of Buddhism.

· Examine Ashoka's great victory at Kalinga and his subsequent renunciation of violence.

· Analyze how Ashoka's conversion to Buddhism influenced his rule of the Mauryan Empire 

Introduction

Ashoka symbolizes one of India's great ages. After years of brutal rule and the bloody Battle of Kalinga, Ashoka felt tremendous regret for the violence he wrought upon his enemies. He converted to Buddhism and embraced the idea of dharma, ruling through righteousness. In the years that followed, he developed a tightly structured bureaucracy that allowed him to govern with efficiency and a justness that distinctly contrasted with the ruling traditions of the time throughout the world.

Through a series of edicts carved in stone and placed throughout the empire, Ashoka proclaimed to his people the importance of Buddhist values and his beliefs about how his people should act.

Main Task

First, write an edict that memorializes one of India's most influential leaders, Ashoka the Great. Topics can include his adherence to Buddhist values or his effective governing style.

Next, in the spirit of the Ashokan Edicts, write a series of modern-day edicts that reflect the beliefs of Ashoka but apply to issues faced today.

Brief Process

1. Discuss the development of Buddhism and the basic principals the Buddha advocated for during his lifetime.

2. Review the materials on Ashoka, the Battle of Kalinga, and the Edicts of Ashoka.

3. As a class or individually, read and analyze some of Ashoka's Edicts. How do they exemplify his Buddhist beliefs? What types of topics does he address?

4. In the style of the Ashoka's edicts, write one that commemorates Ashoka and his rule.

5. Write additional edicts that Ashoka may have written in modern times, either in India, the United States, or elsewhere.

Resources

· Edicts of Ashoka (video resource)
· Ashokan Pillar
· Battle of Kalinga
· Mauryan Empire
· Buddhism (video resource)
Off Site Resources

· Ashokan Rock Edicts (Complete text)
· The Rock Edicts (Excerpts)
Extension Ideas 

· Design a drawing or a model of a modern pillar on which these edicts would be written.

· Publish your edicts online through a multimedia creation tool, such as a blog or wiki.

Lesson 3: The Winds of Trade

(Southern India, 2nd Century BCE)

Objectives

· Identify the importance of trade in the classical era and throughout history.

· Understand that people from distant lands have sought Indian goods since ancient times.

· Analyze the importance of the monsoon winds.

· Connect India's history of trade and commerce to its modern emergence as an independent state and economic power.

Introduction

The development of India throughout history was partially shaped by the interactions with and influences of the many foreign merchants who traveled to and within India. The resource-rich subcontinent supplied great wealth to those merchants who trekked over the Silk Road and sailed the Indian Ocean.

Main Task

Part 1: Roman Merchant
As a Roman trader you have just one goal as you sail the Indian Ocean – bring a large shipment of spices to a port in Egypt that will make this trip profitable. The state of Kerala offers more opportunities than you can resist, so you take up residence. Through a carefully crafted letter, try to convince your business partner back in Egypt to join you in India. Use descriptions of the land, the people, and the opportunities to make vast amounts of money. Remember to describe how he must use the monsoon winds to get to India.

Part 2: Modern Historian
In your research you came across the letter written in Part 1 and believe it exemplifies the greater idea that India has stood on the crossroads of world trade routes since ancient times. You intend to use this letter in an upcoming article as a case study to further your argument that the exchange of goods and ideas, specifically between countries and cultures, has had a lasting impact on the world. Write an overview of those interactions and their greater significance throughout Indian history, referencing the Silk Road, Buddhism, Gupta Empire, Cholan Empire, astronomy, mathematics, Vasco da Gama, and the British East India Company.

Brief Process

1. Discuss the Part 1 assignment and use the provided resources to research Roman-Indian trade.

2. Write your letter.

3. Share your letter with classmates.

4. Review resources associated with Part 2 and write the accompanying analysis of the letter.

5. Share your analysis with classmates.

Resources

Part A Resources:

· Trade (video resource)
· Spices (video resource)
· Muziris (video resource)
· Roman trade with India (external resource - includes a trade route map)
Part B Resources:

· Gupta Empire
· Cholan Empire (video resource)
· Buddhism (video resource)
· Silk Road (video resource)
· Khyber Pass
· Astronomy (video resource)
· Mathematics
· British East India Company
· Chennai Central Railway Station
Extension Ideas 

· Publish letters on the Internet using a blog or wiki.

· Exchange written letters from Part 1 with other students in the class and complete Part 2 based upon the analysis of a classmate's letter.

· Research information on other trading posts in the Roman Empire and create an exchange of letters from traders at the various posts.

· Consider an alternative history mdash; describe Romans from the perspective of an Indian who might have traveled to Italy.

Lesson 4: Monument to the Stars 

(Gupta Empire, 4th - 6th Centuries CE)

Objectives

· Understand the factors that led to the rise of the Gupta Empire.

· Identify the great accomplishments made in mathematics and science during the Gupta era.

Introduction

Indian scientists and mathematicians are credited with the creation of important concepts that played essential roles in the development of advanced technology and scientific theories. The famed Indian mathematician-astronomer Aryabhatta established himself as one of the most influential contributors to the math and science world with the publication of his treatise Aryabhatiya (written when he was 23 years old). In this document he theorized about astronomy, trigonometry, arithmetic, and algebra. Centuries before Copernicus, he correctly identified that the earth rotates on an axis and revolves around the sun.

Main Task

The local college, the University of Aryabhatta, has asked for a design of a monument for its namesake, Aryabhatta, the renowned Indian scientist and mathematician from the 5th century CE. This memorial must epitomize concepts of mathematical, astronomical and scientific understanding demonstrated by Aryabhatta. As a local artist and admirer of Aryabhatta, you have decided to enter the competition. You must submit a design or model of the memorial and a justification of each element's inclusion, as well as a description of the modern importance of each item.

Brief Process

1. Review assignment requirements.

2. Research Aryabhatta and his accomplishments in the field of mathematics and science, noting potential items that could be included in the memorial.

3. Design the memorial and, if possible, make or sketch a model of it.

4. Write your description of the memorial.

5. Share your memorial with classmates.

Resources

· Gupta Empire
· Astronomy (video resource)
· Mathematics
· Indian Mathematics History (external resource)
· Indian Mathematics: Redressing the Balance (external resource)
· Aryabhata's Babylonian Contacts (external resource)
· Aryabhata - Indian Science Information (external resource)
Extension Ideas

· Hold a competition within the class with the teacher or a panel of adults selecting the best representation of Aryabhatta's ideas.

· Try to imagine how the world would be different without concepts discovered, invented and advanced by Aryabhatta. Write an article or a short story about modern life without these advances.

Lesson 5: Akbar’s Debate 

(Mughal Empire, 16th–17th Centuries CE)

Objectives

· Trace the Mughal conquest of India.

· Review the basic tenets of Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism, Islam, Jainism, and Christianity.

· Understand Akbar's vision of a universal religion.

Introduction

Using new weaponry, the Mughals swept into India and easily defeated the ailing Delhi Sultanate. Through efficient organization and military tactics, the Mughals established an empire that reached all but the southern tip of India. As the Mughals solidified their political hold on the subcontinent, they greatly expanded their economy through trade with the Europeans who had recently joined the Indian Ocean trade network.

Akbar proved to be the most acclaimed Mughal emperor, both for his military successes and spiritual leadership. He understood that religious and cultural differences between the peoples of India would undermine the stability he hoped to maintain. He pursued policies of religious tolerance and became a student of all religions. His attempt to fuse the basic tenets of the major Indian belief systems into a new religion never gained popularity and disappeared soon after his death.

Main Task

Compose a conversation between representatives of Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and Jainism in Fatehpur Sikri that covers topics that could be used to find common ground between the religions, including salvation, kindness, piety, and proper behavior. Include Akbar as the moderator who leads the discussion.

Brief Process

1. After reviewing the Mughal conquest of India, discuss Akbar's rule.

2. View the Fatehpur Sikri video clip and discuss the difficulty of finding religious truths when combining multiple religions.

3. Discuss Akbar's goals and his idea of Din–i–Ilah.

4. Either individually or in small groups, research the basic beliefs of each of the major religions that would have participated in Akbar's discussions.

5. Write a dialogue between representatives of three or more of the religious groups as they discuss the selected topics and find common ground.

6. Share your dialogue with classmates.

7. As a class, discuss the nature of religion and the impact these religions had, and still have, on India.

Resources

· Fatehpur Sikri (video resource)
· Emperor Akbar (video resource)
· Mughal Empire
· Din–i–Ilahi
· Hinduism
· Buddhism (video resource)
· Jainism
· Sikhism (video resource)
· Islam
· The Mughals: Akbar (external resource) 

· World Religions (external resource) 

· Religion Overviews at the BBC Web Site (external resource) 

· Jainism at a Glance (external resource) 

Extension Ideas

· Present your dialogue to the class.

· Create a video of the dialogue and post it online.

· End the dialogue with a persuasive speech by Akbar challenging the participants to agree upon a series of basic beliefs.

