	
	Oliver Cromwell

Lord Protector of England

Hero or Villain?



	Oliver Cromwell was a brilliant organiser. He helped to win the Civil War.


	

	Oliver Cromwell helped to keep things calm between the army and parliament after the execution of the King. Without him things may not have been settled so well.


	

	Oliver Cromwell persuaded a lot of people that Charles I should be executed.


	

	Oliver Cromwell wanted to settle things in Ireland.


	

	Oliver Cromwell believed that the Catholics were responsible for killing a number of Irish Protestants in 1641 and took revenge by massacring Catholics at Drogheda in 1649.


	

	Oliver Cromwell was very angry that Parliament had not passed the reforms he wanted. He marched into Parliament and dismissed all the MP’s. He replaced them with his own Parliament who would do what he wanted.


	

	Oliver Cromwell refused an offer to be made King.


	

	Oliver Cromwell dealt with Catholic uprisings in 1655 by dividing the country into 10 areas each with its own Major-General. Major Generals could set their own tax and laws. 


	

	Oliver Cromwell was a strict Puritan and enforced this in England. He closed theatres and banned music, singing, gambling, and drunkenness. 


	

	Oliver Cromwell wanted all traces of Catholicism got rid of. Stained glass windows were smashed and images of saints were destroyed.
	


