Reading Comprehension Questions for “Byzantium-The New Rome,””The Byzantine Empire: A Blend of East and West” and “Justinian and Theodora”

  1) Why was Byzantium called "the New Rome?"
  2) How did the Byzantine Empire carry on many of the traditions of ancient Rome?
  3) What were the Emperor Justinian's military goals?  How successful was he in achieving them?
  4) Identify the Greek characteristics of the Byzantine Empire.
  5) Why do you think Justinian decided in the late 520s that it was the right time to reform Roman law?
  6) What legal reforms did Justinian actually make?
  7) What were the geographic advantages of Constantinople's location?
  8) Why did Justinian build Hagia Sophia?
  9) After reading the document, answer these questions:
     * Contrast the picture of Justinian found in each excerpt from Procopius.
     * How do you explain these two different views?
     * What does Procopius most dislike about Empress Theodora?
     * What were some possible reasons why Buildings was published while
       Procopius was alive, and The Secret History was not?
  10) What were the major accomplishments of the Byzantine Emperor, Justinian?
